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PREFACE

TO THE FIRST EDITION.

m

As almost every particular relating to HiNpoosTAN, is become
an object of popular curiosity, it can hardly be deemed super-
fluous to lay before the Public an improved System of its Geogra-
phy. Indeed, the flattering reception that was given to my for- '
mer work, on the same subject, has, in a manner, made that an
object of duty, which was originally an object of choice: for the
public having condescended to receive the imperfect information
afforded them in 178¢, I felt an indispensible obligation on me
to render that information more perfect, whenever I might pos-
sefs the means of accomplishing it. I hesitated only at the mea-
sure of subjecting them to an additional tax, so recently after the

payment of the former one.

A large collection of materials of various kinds, having been
added to my former stock, I have been enabled to produce a work
of a more perfect kind than the former ; and have therefore drawn
it on a larger scale: the surface of the present Map, exceeding that
of the former one, in the proportion of ¢ and a quarter to 1.
The scale of this Map, is one inch and a half to an equatorial
dégree: and the quantity of ‘land represented in it, is about

“equal to one half of Europe. It is contained in four large sheets,
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which may either be joined together for the purpose of bringing

the whole into one point of view, or bound up separately, in an

Atlas ; as may suit the fancy or convenience of the purchaser.

By the aid of a series of observations of latitude and longitude,
taken by Capt. Huddart, along the Malabar coast, or western
coast of India, the form of the peninsula, &c. is now brought

very near to the truth: and the eastern coast, by the observations

of Col. Pearse, is much improved, in the distribution of its parts,
although its general form has undergone but little alteration. A
measured line has also been drawn from the Bengal provinces to
Nagpour, in the very centre of India: which has not only estab-

lished -an important geographical point, in a part where it was

most wanted ; but has been the means of furnishing a great deal

of matter towards filling up the vacant intervals on three sides of
that point. Lastly, the war with Hyder Ally and Tippoo Sul-
tan, his succefsor, has produced much new geographical matter,
in various parts of the peninsula, by the marches of the different
armies, and their detachments ; particularly that of Col. Fullar-

ton, in the southern provincés and Coimbettore. These are the

most material acquisitions to the present Map, as they, in effect

regulate a considerable part of the general outline, and determine
the proportions of some of the principal members of it. But
of the kind of materials, which without affecting the general
proportions of the Map, serve the purpose of filling up the void
spaces in it, there will be found very great abundance. In parti-

cular, Guzerat, and the Rajpoot provinces, have undergone very
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considerable improvement ; as well as the Panjab country and

Sindy. The upper part of the course of the Ganges, to the

cow’s mouth, or cavern through which the Ganges pafses ; and

the course of the Gogra river to its fountains ; are both inserted

from the work of M. Bernoulli. In short, additions and correc-

tions are difseminated over the whole map : and, in general, i
‘we except the south part of Berar, the western part of the penin-

sula, and the countries bordering on the river Indus, and the Pan-

- jab, the Map is filled up in such a degree, as to have no consi-

derable blanks in it. |

As Mr. Forster’s.route from India to Rufsia furnished some new
ideas, and elucidated m::my former pafsages, I judged it proper to
exprefs his route to the Caspian sea, on a separate map ; and at
the same time to add to it, the countries contiguous to Hindoostan
on the north and north-west ; so as to include Samarcand, and the '
marches of Alexander from the borders of the Caspian sea, to the

river Jaxartes (the modern Sihon, or Sirr).

In the division of HiNnpoosTAN into soubahs, &c. I have fol-
lowed the mode adopted by the Emperor AcBaR, as it appears to
me to be the most permanent one: for the ideas of the boundaries
are not only imprefsed on the minds of the natives by tradition‘,
but are also ascertained in the AYIN ACBAREE ; a register of the
highest authority. But for the lower parts of the Deccan, and
the peninsula in general, this standard being wanting, I had re-

course to thebest information I could get, which was not, indeed,
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of the most perfect kind : and therefore I directed my attention
principally to the state of the modern divisions in those quarters ;
the imprefsing a clear idea of which, is one principal aim of the

work.

It must be observed, that since the empire has been dismem-
bered, a new division of its provinces has also taken place ; by
which means, some soubahs now form a part of the dominions of
three or more princes; and very few are preserved entire.- These
modern divisions are not only distinguished in the Map by the
" names of the present pofsefsors; but the colouring also is entirely
employed in facilitating the distinctions between them. So that
~ the modern divisions appear, as it were, in the fore ground ; and
.the ancient ones in the back ground ; one illustrating and explaining

the other.

Considering the vast extent of India, and how little its interior
parts have been visited by Europeans, till the latter part of the
last century, it ought rather to surprise us, that so much geogra-
phical matter should be collected during so short a period ;
especially where so little has been contributed towards it by the
natives themselves, as in the present case. Indeed, we must not
go much farther back than thirty-five years, for the matter that
forms the basis of this Map. And it must not be forgotten, that
the East-India Company have caused a mathematical survey to
be made, at their own expence, of a tract equal in extent to

France and England taken together-; besides tracing the outline
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of near 2000 miles of sea coast, and a chain of islands in extent

500 miles more.®

In general, I have acknowledged in the course of the Memoir,
the afsistance that I have received from the different Gentlemen,
who have obligingly furnished me with the materials, therein
discufsed. But there were other kinds of afsistance afforded, where
no opportunities of acknowledgment occurred ; such as the fur-
nishing of useful hints, and correcting of errors, into which I had.
unavoidably fallen, through ignorance of local circumstances, or
historical facts; or misconceptions of the meaning of authors,
whom I had consulted. The Gentlemen to whom I stand parti-
cularly indebted on this score, are, Mr. Francis Rufsell, Mr. David
Anderson, and Mr. James Anderson ;- Capt. Jonathan Scott,

e Whatever charges may be imputable to the Managers for the Company, the neglect of
useful Science, however, is not among the number. The employing of Geographers, and
Surveying Pilots in India; and the providing of astronomical instruments, and the holding
dut of encouragement to such as should use them; indicate, at least, a spirit somewhat
above the mere consideration of Gain: but above all, the establishment of an office at home,
for the improvement of hydrography and navigation, and their judicious choice of a super-
intendant for it, reflects the highest honour on their administration; and ought to convince
us, that in a free country, a body of subjects may accomplish, what the State itself despairs
even to attempt. For, however surprising it may appear, it is neverthelefs true, that the
first maritime nation in the world, has no good chart to direct its fleets towards its own
coasts: nor even a criterion, by which the public may be enabled to judge, of the merit of
any hydrographical production whatsoever. So that the soundings on the coast of Bengal,
are better known than those in the British Channel; of which, no tolerable chart exists, evert
at this day. During the late war,.an East-India ship owed her safety to the knowledge ob»
tained from a chart of the mouths of the Ganges (made, and published by order of the Com-
pany) into one of which she escaped from two French cruizers, and afterwards came into the
Hoogly river by the inland navigation. We had just become masters of the hydrography
of America, when we lost the sovereignty of it. I hope no one will think ominously of our
Indian pofsefsions from this circumstance : but even if he does, he may make himsclf easy
on the score of Great Britain. _

4+ To Mr. James Andcrson, I am, in particular, indcbted, for the account of the deri-
vation of the term MaHzATTA, and for that of the ancestry of Sevajee: as also for the

b
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Mr. Wilkins, Mr. Middleton, Col. Popham, and the late Col.
Camac ; all of the Bengal establishment : Mr. Bensley, and Mr.
Inglis, both of the East-India direction: Mr. Marsden, Mr,
John Sulivan, and Mr. Callander ; severally of the establish-
ments of Fort Marlborough, Madras, and Bombéy: and Mr.
Dryander.

To Lord Mulgrave I am indebted for a copy of Mr. Forster’s
route from Jummoo to the Caspian sea: as well as for his Lord-
ship’s very ready communication of every species of information,

that could be of service to the work in question.

The routes of Mr. Smith, and of General Goddard acrofs the
continent, from the Jumnah river to Poonah and Surat, contain
much useful matter ; and have been the means of determining a

number of geographical points.

A MS. account of the country of the Rajpoots, and other pro-
vinces, on the south, and S W of Agra; together with a map,
both of them composed by P. Wendell,. in 1749, were of very
great use in describing the geography of those parts. And to
render the MS. more valuable, there has been added to it, Mr.
James Anderson’s account of the changes that have taken place

since that period, in consequence of Sindia’s attacks, and negotia-

subject matter of the notes that accompany those articles. And to him, and to his brother,
Mr. David Anderson (each of whom, at different times, resided in a public capacity with.
Madajee Sindia) I owe the most valuable part of the information, respectmg the geographlcal
division of the Mahratta States, and their tnbutanes '
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tions. The former was communicated by Col. Popham, and the
latter by the Right Hon. Charles Greville,

Mr. Dalrymple, to whom I made my acknowledgments for
the afsistance afforded me, in the course of my former work, has,
on the present occasion, not only procured for me every new
material that fell under his notice, but instructed me how to pro-
cu:‘é others, and to draw information from various sources, that
I was before ignorant of. To his valuable, and perhaps une-
qualled, collection of MS. charts, and of voyages and travels, I
have also had accefs, on all occasions; and I wish to be under-
stood to speak with the utmost sincerity, when I say, that with-
out this afsistance, my performance must have been extremely im-
perfect : or in other words, that Mr. Dalrymple is entitled to the:
_thanks of the public, in a positive degree; although my share of
those thanks, may be only comparative.

. ’ / :

Although the new translation of the AvIN AcBAREE may
have in part superseded the value of the extracts furnished me on
the former occasion by Sir Charles Boughton Rouse; as the
" translation contains the whole subject in a connected form ; and
was also a task which none but a person who devoted his whole
time to it, could effect; yet I'am by no means unmindful of my
former ‘obligations to this Gentleman.

I have borrowed, fargely, from M. D’Apres’ New Neptune

Qrientale, for the sea coasts and islands: and also, though in a
be
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smaller degree, from M. D’Anville’s maps of Asia and India pub-
lished in 1751 and 1752. When it is considered that this excel-
lent Geographer had scarcely any materials to work on for the
inland parts of India, but some vague itineraries, and books of
travels, one is really astonished to find them so well described as
they are. It is with regret that I find myself obliged to differ in
opinion from him concerning some positions in ancient Geogra-
phy: I mean, that of Palibothra, in particular ; and some few
~ others. I have generally avoided all disquisitions of this kind,
from a conviction of the general obscurity of the subject; aﬁd
which even an intimate knowledge of the Indian languages would
not-enable me to clear up: for the similitude between ancient and
modern names, is very fallacious, unlefs strongly corroborated by
situation. But we cannot well refuse our afsent to the opinion
that Ptolemy meant the Suttuluz, or Setlege by the Zaradrus; the
Rauvee by the Rbuadis, or Adaris; and the Chunaub by the Sandab-
alis: because not only the names, but the positions have an affi-
nity to each other. And yet this is a part of Ptolemy, which
M. D’Anville discredits the most: but the reason was, that M.
D’Anville himself was unacquainted with the true names of those

rivers.

M. Bufsy’s marches in the Deccan afford data for fixing the
positions of many capital places there; particularly Hydrabad,
Aurungabad, Bisnagur and Sanore. But still there are plans of
some of his- marches wanting, which, could they be procured,

would throw much light on the geograpily of the peninsula,
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and the Deccan: such as that from Pondicherry to Cuddapah,
Adoni, and Hydrabad ; that from Aurungabad to Nagpour ; and
the campaign towards Poonah. There aré also existing, itinera-
ries kept by very intelligent people, who have travelled from Pon-
dicherry, direct to Delhi; but I know not how to set about pro-
curing them. The public records at Goa, I am informed, contain
a vast fund of geographical knowledge ; and yet we are more in
the dark, concerning the country on that side of the peninsula,

than we are with respect to the centre of the Deccan.

. Could the whole mafs of geographical matter that respects
India (much of which, is probably in the hands of people who
are ignorant of its value) be collected, I make no doubt but that
‘very complete maps of the several provinces of it, might be con-

structed, on scales large enough for any ordinary purpose.

It is intended by this Memoir to particularize the several autho-
rities from whencé the positions in the Map are drawn; together
with the manner of comparing them, in cases where they disa-
greed ; as also the manner of combining them, when more than.
one circumstance was required to establish a position. By this
means, the authority for each particular, may be known to those
who have curiosity enough to inquire after it: and the defective
parts being thus pointed out, some future Geographer may be
stimulated to seek for better materials. It may also tempt those
who are already in pofsefsion of such materials, when they are ap-
prised of their use, to contribute them to the public stock. Any:
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communications of the kind will be thankfully received ; and a
proper use made of them.

There will be found, at the end of the work, distinct Indexes,
referring to the matter of the Memoir, and to the names of coun-
tries and places in the Map. The great waste of time occasioned
by searching after particular situations, in maps of any extent,
renders an index as necefsary an appendage to a large map, as to
a large book. For an index will, in the first instance, inform the

reader whether the place sought after, be in the map, or not. If
" in the map, he is directed to it with as much facility, as to a pas-
gage in a book, from an ordinary index. And if it be not there,
although he may, indeed, blame the map for its deficiency, he
must allow that it does not rob him of his time, by encouraging
fruitlefs researches. There are also added, Tables of Distances
between the principal cities and towns of Hindoostan ; and a small
map, which brings into one view the respective positions of all the
places mentioned in the Tables.

As there does not exist at present, under any form whatso-
ever, a connected abstract of Indian history, it is a very diffi-
cult task for any reader, although pofsefsed of inclination and
leisure, to make himself acquainted with the principai events that
form the ground-work of the history of that country: and par-
ticularly those which laid the foundation of the British power
there. The many valuable tracts on this subject, that have ap-

peared at different times, are so disjointed in point of chronology,
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that no idea of general history can be obtained from them: nor
"can the chasms be readily filled up. I have therefore been
tempted to compile a sort of chronological table of events, from
the ra of the first Mahomedan conquests, to the final difsolution
of the Mogul empire: and wish the reader to understand, that
what is offered to his perusal under that form, is intended as a
mere sketch ; and that, chiefly with a view to render so dry and’
so unentertaining a subject as the geography of a country, some-
what more interesting, by accompanying it with an account of
the principal events and revolutions, to which the country has
given birth. I am but too conscious of the deficiency of this part
of my performance. Besides, many of the events are related so
differently by different people, who pretend to an equal know-
ledge of the circumstances of them, that it will be no matter of
surprise if I am found (by those whose knowledge of eastern
languages has gained them accefs to authentic records) to be often
mistaken. In whatsoever case this may happen, I make no doubt
but that I shall experience the exercise of their candour, as to the

motives by which I was actuated, when I adopted any particular ‘
opinion, or mode of relation. The present disputes concerning
- some recent historical facts in this and the neighbouring countries,
shew how extremely difficult it is to come at the truth, even when
the researches after it, are made under evéry favourable circum-

stance that can pofsibly attend them.

March 1st, 1788,
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TO THE SECOND EDITION. -

Sixce the publication of the first edition, much valuable matter,
serving both to correct, and to extend, the geography of India,
and the countries bordering on it, to the north-west ; has been
transmitted to me. I have, in consequence, inserted in the body
of the Map, such of the new matter, as it was pofsible to afsimi-
late with the old ; namely, Capt. Reynolds’s route through Malwa ;
and from Surat to Tippoo’s frontier, through Baglana, and the
western part of the Deccan. But on the north-west of Delhi, the
new materials not only differed as widely from the old, as they ex-
celled them in point of authority ; but were also extended through
a tract, far beyond the limits of the General Map: so that the cor-
rections could no otherwise be accomplished with effect, than by
inserting them in a separate map. Accordingly, a new map, on
a scale similar to that of the General one, and forming an ap~
pendage, or supplement to it; has been constructed: and contains -
generally, the countries situated between Delhi, Candahar, Ba-
dakshan, and the two Thibets: including, of course, all the upper
branches of the Indus, and the valley of Cashmere. This new
piece of geography (with the exception of that part of it, between
Delhi and the Panjab) has been formed of materials most oblig-
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ingly communicated by Capt. Kirkpatrick, of the Bengal estab-
lishment; and of which materials, a detailed account will be found
in its place. And the part which forms the exception, is taken
from a MS. map, as obligingly communicated by Colonel Polier :
and which is no lefs valuable, from its supplying the deficiency
of the other materials, than from the importance, and novelty of
its subject. ' ,

Having detected a very considerable error, in the relative posi-
tions of the two Bucharias, as they stand in our best maps ; and
having also made a great alteration in the course of the principal
branch of the Indus, towards its source; I have re-constructed the
map of the countries, situated between the Ganges and the Caspian
sea, in order to correct these errors, and to insert other positions,
founded on the result of much investigation and inquiry. For the
accommodation of the purchasers of the first edition, these addi-
tional Maps, as well as the letter-prefs of the Third Section, which
relates to them ; will be sold separately.

Having been formerly misled, by Mr. Tiefentaller’s representa-
tion of the course of the Ganges, between Hurdwar and Sirinagur ;
1 have now cerrected it, according to the report of some English

.gentlemen, whose curiosity led them to the foot of mount Him-

maleb. As Mr. Daniel was amongst the number, we may expect
“to receive from his peneil, correct drawings of the lower fall of
the'Ganges (at Hurdwar), and of the ramantic scenes in its neigh-
bourhood. '

Novsmsse 3ad, 1y91.
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PREFACE

TO THE THIRD EDITION.

Tae present edition, both of the Memoir and Map, does not
differ in any respect, from the last. But since the Memoir was
printed, very great changes have taken place, in the political di-
vision of the Peninsula of India: and the late war, which gave oc-
casion to this change, has produced a great many valuable ma-
terials, for correcting the natural, as well as the political, geogra-
phy of the Peninsula. A new, and much improved Map of this
tract, has therefore been constructed; in the course of which, all
the new authorities have been consulted: and it is accompanied by
a short Memoir, explanatory of the construction, and political con-
sequence, of the tract represented. This new piece, is in its na-
ture, an appendage to the Memoir of the Map of Hindoostan: and
the letter-prefs of both, being printed uniformly, may conveniently
be bound up together, by those who choose it: but the Map, from
its size, cannot very conveniently be folded into the book.

A further number of copies, of the Third Section, and of the
two Maps belonging to it, have been printed, for the accommo-
dation of the purchasers of the first edition of this work.

Janvary 21st, 1793,
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EXPLANATION OF THE COLOURING OF
THE MAP.

P ——————— ——— ————————

The Colours are used to point out the Boundaries of the principal
States now existing in Hindoostan; and these are divided into
six Clafses, viz. '

Crass I. The Britisu Possessions; or those of the East INDIA

Comrany, distinguished by - - Rep

II. The Powers in Arrrance with the CoMpany, by Yerrow.
III. The MauraTTA States, by - - GREEN,
IV. The Ni1zam’s Territories, by - - ORANGE.
V. Tirroo SuLraN’s, by - - PurpLE.
VI. The Skigs, by - - - Bruek.

The following are the Territories comprised in each Clafs.

I. BriTise Possessions. REDb.
1 Bengal and Bahar, with the Zemindary of Benares.
2 Northern Circars, including Guntoor.

* 3 Barra-Mahal, and Dindigul.
4 Jaghire in the Carnatic.

* 5 The Calicut, Palicaud, and Coorga countries.

II. BriTisy ALLIES.—YRLLOW.

1 Azuph Dowlah. Oude.
2 Mahomed Ally. Carnatic.
3 Travancore, and Cochin.

® The countries thus marked, are acquisitions from Tippoo Sultan, under the late treaty
of Seringapatam.
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III. MaklRrATTA States. GREEN,
Deep GreEn.

Poonan Mahrattas. TRIBUTARIES.
1 Malwa. 1 Rajah of Jyenagur.
¢ Candeish. 2 Joodpour.
3 Part of Amednagur or Dowla- 3 ————Oudipour.

tabad. 4 Narwah,
4 Visiapour. § ——————Gohud.
5 Part of Guzerat. 6 Part of Bundelcund.
6 Agra. 7 Mahomed Hyat. Bopaltol.

Agimere. 8 Futty Sing. Amedabad.

7
8 Allahabad. : 9 Gurry Mundella, &c. &c..
*g Shanoor, or Sanore-Bancapour ;

Darwar; &c. situated in the

Dooab, or country between the

Kistnah and Toombuddra ri-

vers.
Light GreenN.
— A man
BEer ar Mabhrattas. TriBuTARY,
1 Berar. " Bembajee,
2 Orifsa.
IV. Nizam-ArrLy, Soubah of the chc.s.n. ORraNGE.
1 Golconda. * 6 Cuddapah, Cummum (of Com-
2 Aurungabad. bam) and Gandicotta (or Gan-
3 Beder. - jecotta),
4 Part of Berar, * 7 Part of Gooty, Adoni, and Ca-
5 Adoni, Rachore and Ca- noul.
noul. * 8 Part of the Dooab.
V. Tirroo SULTAN. PurrLs.
1 Mysore. 5 Canhara.
g Sera. 6 Soonda.
3 Chitteldroog. , 7 Herpanelly.
4 Bednore. : 8 Annagoondy.

* Late acquisitions from Tippoo Sultan. .
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9 Part of Gooty. \ 12 Bangalore,
10 Gurramconda. 13 Coimbettore,
11 Colar.

N. B. The cefsions made by Tippoo, to the British, the Pdonah Mabhrattas,
and the Nizam, are marked.by dotted lines of the colours, respec-
tively appropriated to each of the three states.

VI. SEkiks. BLuE.

Lahore, Moultan, and the western parts of Delhi.

Smarr StaTes, not distinguished by Colours.

1 Succefsors of Zabeda Cawn. Sehaurunpour.
2 Jats.
3 Pattan Rohillas. Furruckabad.
4 Adjid Sing. Rewah, &c.
Bundelcund, or Bundela.
. 6 Little Ballogistan.



ERRATA.

W

INTRODUCTION.

‘Page Ixxxi, line 10 from bottom, after Tanjore—See also the Memoir of the Map of the
Peninsula, page 21, 22.

= cxxvii, 1. 3—read Mabrattas’.

= cxxviii, L. 5, ¢ Deccan, Payen Gaut,” This is a mistake: the Deccan had its Balla,
and Payen Gaut, likewise. See Memoir of the Map of the Peninsula, page 14.

= cxxxvii, * Carnatic”. See a better definition of it, in Mem. Peninsula, pP. 19, 20, 25.
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INTRODUCTION.

Hixvoosrax, has by the people of modern Europe, been under-
stood to mean the tract situated between the rivers Ganges and
Indus, on the east and west; the Thibetian and Tartarian moun-
tains, on the north; and the sea on the south. But strictly speak-
ing, the extent of Hindoostan is much more circumscribed, than
these limits convey an idea of: and the name ought to be applied
only to that part of the above tract, which lies to the north of the
parallels of 21°or 22°. The Nerbuddah river is, indeed, the reputed
southern boundary of Hindoostan, as far as it goes; and the south-
ern frontiers of Bengal and Bahar compose the remainder of it.
The countries on the south of this line, according to the Indian
geographers, go under the general name of Deccan ; and comprise
nearly one half of the tract generally known by the name of the
Mogul empire.” But as the term HinpoosTaN has been applied in
a lax sense to this whole region, it may be necefsary to distinguish
the northern part of it, by the name of Hindoostan proper. This
tract has indeed the Indus, and the mountains of Thibet and Tar-
tary, for its western and northern boundaries: but the Ganges was
improperly applied as an eastern boundary ; as it intersects in its
course, some of the richest provinces of the empire: while the Bur-
rampooter, which is much nearer the mark as an eastern boundary,
was utterly unknown. In this circumscribzd state, the extent of
Hindoostan proper, is about equal to France, Germany, Bohemia,
Hungary, Switzerland, Italy, and the Low Countries, collectively :

and the Deccan and peninsula, are about equal to the British
‘ d
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Islands, Spain, and Turkey in Europe. I have here called the
tract which lies to the south of the Kistnah river, the peninsula;
in conformity to general practice; although its form does by no
means warrant it. The term DEccan, which signifies the souts,
is applied (as before said) in its most extensive signification, to
the whole region that lies on the south of Hindoostan proper: I
apprehend, however, that in its proper and limited sense; it means
only the countries situated between Hindoostan proper, the Car-
natic, the western sea, and Orifsa: that is, the provinces of Can-
deish, Dowlatabad, Visiapour, Golconda, and the western part of
Berar.

The term Inp1a, by. which this country, as far as it was known,
is distinguished in the earliest Grecian histories, appears to be de-
rived from Hinp, the name given it by the ancient Persians;

‘through whom, doubtlefs, the knowledge both of the country and
its name, were transmitted to the Greeks. We have the strongest
afsurances from Mr. Wilkins, that no such words as Hinboo, or
HiNDoOSTAN, are to be found in the Sanscrit Dictionary. It ap;
pears that the people among whom the Sanscrit language was ver-
nacular, styled their country BHARATA ;* a name which is, I be-
lieve, quite novel to the ears of the learned in Europe. It is proba-
ble then, that the word Hinp furnished that of IND1A to the Greeks;
and the termination sTAN, signifying country in the Persic, is
_of more modern date: for we find it joined to many of the an-
cient Persian names of countries; as to Dahz, whence Dahestan ;

* See the notes to the Heetopades, recently translated from the Sanscrit (or Sanscreet),
by Mr. Wilkins, page 332.. This gentleman has the merit of being the first European who
acquired the knowledge of the Sanscrit language : which was that of ancient Hindoostan (or
Bharata), but which ceased to be the vernacular tongue, soon after the Mahomedan conquest,
in the 11th century. A few years ago it was known only to the Pundits or learned Bra-
mins; who religiously kept it from the knowledge of all but their own order: it being the
sacred depositary of their religious institutions, and mysteries, and which it was inconve-
nient to communicate to the vulgar, otherwise than through the medium of their own com-
ments, and interpretations. ‘The honour done Mr. WiLk1ns on this occasion, reminds us
of the communications made to HEropoTus, by the Egyptian priests: and it is a fair in-
ference, that the personal merit of both of these men, had a principal share in obtaining so
distinguished a preference.
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Tapuri, Taberi-stan; and Corduene, Curdi-stan: together with
many others. It has happened in the application of this name,
INDIA, as on similar occasions; that is to say, it has been applied,
not only to the country originally designed by it, but to others
adjacent to, and beyond it:* for the countries between Hindoostan
and China, came to be called the further India; or India extra
Gangem : whereas, Hind, or India, properly belonged only to the
country of the people called Hindoos; or those of India intra Gan-
gem. The name is as ancient as the earliest profane history extant:
and this may serve, among many other instances, to prove the high
antiquity of the Persian language.

India has in all ages excited the attention of the curious, in
almost every walk of life. Its rare products and manufactures, -
engaged that of the merchants; while the mild and inoffensive reli-
gion of Brama, and the manners inculcated by it, attracted the
notice of philosophers. The structure of its language too, is re-
markable ; and has a claim to originality. It had been happy for
the Indians, if they had not attracted the notice of a clafs of men
more inimical to the happinefs of mankind : for the softnefs and effe-
minacy induced by the climate, and the yielding nature of the soil,
which produces almost spontaneously, invited the attacks of their
more hardy neighbours; and rendered them an easy prey to every
foreign invader. Hence we find them succefsively conquered by
the Persians, Patans, and Moguls: and it is probable, that, like
the Chinese, they have seldom had a dynasty of kings, from among
their own countrymen. The accounts of 22 centuries ago, repre-
sent the Indians as a people who stood very high in point of civili-
Zation: but to judge from their ancient monuments, they had not

® The term Lys1a belonged at first only to the countries of Africa that were colonized by
the Greeks; but was afterwards applied by them to the whole continent. The Romans, ina
similar manner, extended the name of Arr1ca, which originally belonged only to the terri-
tories of Carthage, to the whole continent; or, at least, to as much as they knew of it.
As1a was applied at first only to Natolia ; which took the name of Lxsser Asia, afterwards,
when Asia was applied to all the known parts of that continent.
\

de
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carried the imitative arts to any thing like the degree of perfection
attained by the Greeks and Romans; or even by the Egyptians.
Both the Hindoos and Chinese appear to have carried the arts just
to the point requisite for useful purposes; but never to have ap-
proached the summit of perfection, as it respects taste, or boldnefs
of design. b :

The principal monuments of Hindoo superstition are found in
the peninsula.\ Some have concluded from this, and from other
circumstances, that the original seat of the Hindoo religion was
there. Others, perhaps with more appearance of probability, sup-
. pose it to have originated on the banks of the Ganges. Monuments
of a superstition, apparently anterior to the Hindoo, exist in the
caves of Salsette and Elephanta, two islands on the western coast
of India: these consist of apartments of extensive dimensions, exca-
vated from the live rock, and decorated with figures and columns.

India was but little known to the Greeks until Alexander’s expe-
dition, about g27 years before Christ. Heroporus, who wrote
about 113 years before, appears to have heard but indistinctly of
any but the western part of it; and that only, by its being tribu-
tary to Persia. He informs us (Book IV.) that Darius Hystaspes
had dispatched Scylax of Caryandra to explore the Indus, about
508 years before Christ; and that he departed from Caspatyrus
and Pactya, which were situated near the head of the Indus. He-
rodotus continues to say, that the Indians who inhabit towards the
north, and border on these territories of Caspatyrus and Pactya,
resemble the Bactrians (that is, their neighbours) in manners:
and are the most valiant people of all India. The eastern part of
India, says he, is rendered desert by sands: which description ap-
plies only to the country lying east of the Indus, and south of the
PaNjAB:* and this shews pretty evidently, that Herodotus’s know-
ledge of India, as to particulars, extended no further than to the
above tract: and a collateral proof is, that he does not mention

® The country wat:red by the § eastern branches of the Indus. §:e page 94 of the Memoir.
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the Ganges, which became so famous a century afterwards. In-
deed, he tells us very plainly, that this sandy desert was the ex-
treme point of his knowledge eastward.

With respect to Scylax’s discoveries, this is Herodotus’s account.
« Darius being desirous to know in what part the Indus (which is
the second river that produces crocodiles) runs into the sea, sent
Scylax of Caryandra, with others of approved fidelity, to make the
discovery. They departed in divers ships from'Caspatyrus, and the
territories of Pactya;* sailed down the river eastward, to the sea;
and then, altering their course to the west, arrived in the goth
month, at that place where the King of Egypt (Nechao) had
caused the Phenicians I mentioned before, to embark, in order to
surround the coast of Lybia (Africa). After this voyage, Darius
subdued the Indians, and became master of that sea.”—HEgRop.
Book IV. In another place, in the same book, he takes notice of
some Indian nations situated to the southward, very remote from
the Pérsian conquests; and whose complexions were as black as
- Ethiopians; these ought to be the people of the peninsula. He
had also learned that they killed no animals, but contented them-
selves with the produce of the earth: that they exposed those whom
they deemed too ill to recover ; lived chiefly upon rice; had horses
of a smaller breed than their western neighbours; and that they
manufactured their fine cotton wool in cloathing: .

Now, after the above account of Scylax’s expedition, can we
give credit to the story of Alexander’s supposing that he had disco-
vered the head of the Nile, when he was at the Indus? Are we
to suppose that Aristotle concealed the books of Herodotus from
his pupil? or, on the contrary, ought we not rather to believe,
that the matter of them was on his mind ; and that the discoveries
of Scylax, made within 180 years of his own time, and of a kind

® I conclude that Pactya, is the modern Pebkely. See pages 147, and 171 of the Memoir,
Some have supposed Caspatyrus to mean Cusbmere : but tiiis is improbable, from :ts situa-"
tion, which is remote from the Indus: but Pebkely, or Puckboli, borders on it.
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that particularly interested him, were detailed to him, when we
find them given incidentally in Herodotus?

The story of Alexander’s surprise at seeing the tides in the In-
dus, appears to me equally improbable: seeing that the same He-
rodotus (Book II.) speaks very particularly of the tides in the Red
Sea; and describes them as being not only strong, but ebbing and
flowing every day. [That most intelligent and ingenious travel-
ler, M. Volney, informs us, that the tide ebbs and flows three feet
and a half at Suez.] Arrian takes no notice of the tides until Alex-
ander’s fleet had arrived near the mouth of the river. It is true
that the tide in the Indus does not go up so high as in other rivers
of equal bulk, and that run on so small a descent ; but, neverthelefs,
as the tide is perceptible at 50 or 6o miles above the river’s mouth,*
we may conclude that it could hardly escape the notice of Alex-
ander and his people, in their voyage from Pattala to the sea ; sup-
posing they had not been apprized of the circumstance. Besides, .
Arrian’s account of the coming in of the tide, which did so much
mischief to the fleet, is descriptive of the BORE, or sudden influx
of the tide, in a body of water, elevated above the common surface
of the sea ; such as occurs in the Ganges, &c. He says, those ships
that lay upon the sand, were swept away by the fury of the tide;
while those that stuck in the mud, were set afloat again without da-
mage. To the generality of readers, no reason will appear why the
circumstances of the ships should be different, in the mud, and on
the sand: the factis, that the bottoms of channels, in great rivers,
are muddy ; while their shallows are formed of sand: and it is the
nature of the bore to take the shortest cut up a river; instead of
following the windings of the channel: consequently, it must crofs
the sand banks it meets in its way ; and it will also prove more de-
structive to whatever it meets with aground, than what is afloat.

® The tide in the Indus is perceptible at about 65 miles above its mouth ; according to the
information of Mr. Callander, who resided a considerable time at Tatta, near the head of the
delta of the Indus. In the Ganges the tides are perceptible at 240 miles up: and in the
river Amazons, at 600. .
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It appears also from Herodotus (Book IiL.), that the parts of
India bordering on the Indus, were subjected to regular tribute;
if not totally reduced, under the Persian government: for in enu-
merating the 2o Satrapies of Persia (under Darius Hystaspes), In-*
dia is reckoned one of them, and is rated the highest: it being as-
sefsed in the proportion of 4680 Eubean talents of silver, out of .
14,560, the whole annual revenue. To explain this, the author
informs us, that the Indians were very numerous; and that the
tribute charged upon them was proportionably ‘great. It is wor-
thy of remark, that this tribute was paid in gold, whereas that of
the other Satrapies was paid in silver. Much light is thrown on
this circumstance, by the intelligence furnished by the Avin
ACBAREE; namely, that the eastern branches of the Indus, as
well as some other streams that descend from the northern moun-
tains, yield gold dust (See the Index, article Gold). We are told
on the same occasion, by Herodotus, that gold was estimated about
that time, at the value of 1g times its weight in silver.

Alexander’s expedition furnished the Greeks with a more exten-
sive knowledge of India: although he traversed only the countries
mentioned by Herodotus: that is, the tract watered by the Indus,
and its various branches, and adjunct rivers. But the spirit of in-
quiry was now gone forth; and the long residence of Megasthenes,
the ambafsador of Seleucus, at Palibotbra, the capital of the Prasii,
furnished the Grecians with the principal part of the accounts of.
India, that are to be found in Strabo, Pliny, and Arrian: for Me-
gasthenes kept a journal, and also wrote a very particular account
of what he had seen and heard, respecting India in general, during
several years residence: which account existed in Arrian’s time.
His embafsy was about goo years before our ara.

The communication by land, between the Syrian empire and
India was dropt very early; for Bactria soon became independent :
and by that means, the link of the chain that connected India with
Syria, was broken. The Indian trade was.about the same time
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transferred from Tyre to Alexandria in Egypt, where it flourished
- under the auspices of the Ptolemies, until Egypt bzcame a Roman
province; and was continued on a more extensive scale under the
Romans themselves: nor did it forsake Alexandria, until the re-
discovery of the pafsage by the Cape of Good Hope. I shall take
occasion to speak more fully concerning the particulars of the na-
vigation from the Red Sea to India, hereafter.

This traffic opened to the Egyptians and Romans a knowledge
of the coasts and products of India, as we find by various notices
in the abovementioned authors; and in Ptolemy in particular.
But considering how much the detail of the coasts was known to
him, as is evident by his map (Tab. X. Asi), it is very extraor-
dinary that the general form of it should be so far from the truth:
for he makes the coasts between the Indus and Ganges, to project
only in a slight curve ; whereas, they are known to form the sides
of a triangle, whose perpendicular almost equals its base; Cape
Comorin being the apex of it. Whoever compares the propor-
tional dimensions of India, found in Diodorus Siculus, Pliny, and
Arrian, will find them tolerably just: and will be inclined to think
that the worst set of ancient maps of India has travelled down to
us: and that Ptolemy, in constructing his map of that part, did
‘not exprefs the ideas of well-informed people of his own time, on
that subject. Pliny was about 6o years before Ptolemy ; and Ar-
rian about 20 years after Ptolemy: their accounts of the dimensions
of India, were taken from Eratostbenes and Megastbenes.

Diodorus says, that India is g2,000 stadia from north to south,
and 28,000 from east to west: that is, the breadth is seven-eighths
of the length.

Arrian gives the measures collected by Eratosthenes and Megas-
thenes; and says, that ¢« India is bounded on the west by the In-
dus; on the north by a continuation of Mount Taurus, called in
different parts, Paro-pamisus, Emodus, and Himaus; and on the
south, by the ocean, which also shuts up the eastern parts of
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it.* Few authors (says he) have given us any account of the
people that inhabit towards the moutbs of the Ganges, where PaL1-
BOTHRA Is situated.”

From the mountains at the head of the Indus, to its mouth,
according to Eratosthenes, is 13,000 stadia; and from the said
mountains, to the eastern sea, the extent is somewhat lefs: but as
a huge tract of land runs out 4,000 stadia into the sea (mmeaning the
peninsula) it may be reckoned 16,000 stadia. From Palibothra to
the western extreme of India, measured along the great road, is
10,000 stadia: and the whole length (that is, from east to west)is
20,000 stadia. Arrian likewise gives the measures according to
Megasthenes, who reckoned India 22,300 stadia from north to
south; and 16,000 broad, from east to west; making that the
breadth, which Eratosthenes reckons the length. We may ob-
serve, that Megasthenes’s proportion is, on the whole, the truest:
for India is about 28 degrees of a great circle in length, from
north to south; or from the Indian Caucasus to Cape Comorin:
and about 20 in breadth, from the Indus to the mouth of the
Ganges: and if we reckon from the most distant mouth of each
river, it will be 22 degrees in breadth. This shews that Arrian
had as just an idea of the proportional dimensions of India, as we
had 40 years ago; for we then reckoned it narrower than the
truth by at least two degrees. It is impofsible to tell what length
Megasthenes meant to exprefs by a stade, as there appears to be
so considerable a variation in the length of this itinerary measure,
at different times ; but by proportioning the number of stades, to
the number of degrees, included in the above measures of India
by Megasthenes, there should be 8co stades in a degree of a great

® Here it would appear that Arrian followed the geography of Alexander, who,supposed
India to be the most eastern part of Asia; and that the shore of the ocean, from the mouth
of the Ganges, took a quick turn to the north and north-west : for he supposed the Caspian
lake to be a gulf of it. [Vide his speech on the banks of the Hyphasis.] But Ptolemy, as
we are given to understand, had, before the time of Arrian, described Szr1ca, and the
borders of Sin&: that is, the countries bordering on the west and N'W of CHina; the
country of the ELuTHs; and part of Tartary.

e
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circle. (M. D’Anville has at different times reckoned 1050; and
1100). I conceive it probable that Megasthenes gave the measures
according to the road distance, from one extreme of the country to
the other ; and not according to the horizontal distance, or actual
length and breadth of the country. Part of the apparent differ-
ences, in the length of the stade, may arise from these different
methods of reckoning distances.

Pliny gives the measures along the coasts between the mouth
of the Ganges, and Pattala (or Tatta) in the mouth of the Indus,
at gg20 miles (Roman miles, I suppose, of 1000 paces). The
true measure of these coasts, rejecting the sinuosities, and attend-
ing only to the general form of it, is 40 degrees of a great
circle. M. D’Anville allows 75 Roman miles to a degree ; and
by this rule, the above number of miles will come out 44 degrees,
instead of 40, the true measure. But if the pace be reckoned at
4 feet 10,02 inches, English, there ought to be 781 Roman miles
to a degree; and by this calculation, the gg2o Roman miles
will be 42°; or within ;% part of the truth. Whichsoever of the
two calculations may be adopted, it is clear that Pliny knew
nearly the form of the peninsula ; and that Ptolemy, who living
at Alexandria, might be supposed to be in the way of obtaining
the best information on the subject, was, in truth, ignorant of the
general form of it, although he knew so much concerning the par-
ticulars.

Arrian’s Indian history, which is extremely curiolis, and merits
more notice than it commonly meets with, shews us how very little
change the Hindoos have undergone in about 21 centuries, allow-
ances being made for the effect of foreign conquests; which, how-
ever, have produced fewer changes here, than they could have done
any where else: for customs, which in every country acquire a
degree of veneration, are here rendered sacred, by their connexion
with religion ; the rites of which are interwoven with the ordi-
nary occurrences of life. To this, and to the seclusion from the
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rest of mankind, inculcated by the Braminical religion, we are
to ascribe the long duration of the Hindoo religion and customs ;
which are only to be extirpated, together with the very people
among whom they prevail; and which have been proof against the
enthusiasm and cruelty of the Mahomedan conquerors: nay more,
have taught a lefson of moderation to those conquerors; who at
last saw no danger arising to the state, from a religion that ad-
mitted no proselytes.

‘We are at the first view surprised to find that Arrian, who pro-
fefses to treat of India, should confine himself to the description of
a particular part only, while he had authors before him who had
treated the subject at large. It may, however, be accounted for
in this manner: that he chose to follow those only, who had been
eye-witnefses to what they wrote; not compilers: and it is pretty
clear that his account of India, is meant chiefly to illustrate the
history of his hero. The following particulars, selected from
among others, will shew to those who are conversant with India,
how nearly the ancient inhabitants resembled the present. 1. The
slender make of their bodies. 2. Their living on vegetable food.
8. Distribution into sects and clafses: and the perpetuation of
trades jn families. 4. Marriages at seven years of age: and pro-
hibition of marriages between different clafses. 5. The men wear-
ing ear-rings; parti-coloured shoes; and veils, covering the head,
and great part of the shoulders. 6. Daubing their faces with co-
Jours. 7. Only the principal people having umbrellas carried over
them. 8. Two-handed swords: and bows, drawn by the feet.
9. Manner of taking elephants; the same as in the present age.
10. Manufactures of cotton, of extraordinary whitenefs. 11. Mon-
strous ants: by which the Termites, or white ants are meant ;
though exaggerated. [Herodotus, Book III, also mentions the
ants: and his account is more extravagant than Arrian’s.] 1e.
Wooden houses, on the banks of large rivers; to be occasionally
removed, as the river changed its course. 18. The Tala tree, or

e2
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Tal; a kind of palm. 14. The Banian (or Burr trees) and the
Indian devotees sitting under them.

We may preceive, however, on a reference to Arrian, that in
many of the above particulars, he had either been indistinctly in-
formed, or else mis-informed ; as in the case of the Tal tree; the
account of the white ants (which he discredits, at the time he re-
lates it) ; and the manner in which the people daub their faces. The
wooden houses, are, as far as I know, peculiar to the side of the
Indus; and are remarked to be so, in the Ayin Acbaree. Arrian in-
forms us, that he took his account of India from Nearchus and Me-
gasthenes. In the account of the wooden houses, it may be perceived
that he followed Nearchus ; who seeing them on the side of the In-
dus, concluded they were in use every where else. As to Megasthe-
nes, Arrian thought he had not travelled far over India; although
farther than Alexander’s followers. This opinion may serve partly
to explain, why Arrian did not preserve the Journal of Megasthe-
nes, by inserting it in his history of Alexander; or in his account
of India.

His geography of India relates chiefly to the northern parts, or
those seen by Alexander and Megasthenes. And his catalogue of
rivers, most of which are also to be found.in Pliny, and among
which we can trace many of the modern names, contain only
those that discharge themselves into the Ganges or Indus: such as
Cainas, the Cane; Cofsoanus Cosa, or Cofs; Sonus, Soane; Con-
dochates, Gunduck ; Sambus, Sumbul, or Chumbul; Agoramis,
Gogra ; Commenases, Caramnafsa, &c. &c.

Of the different histories of Alexander that have travelled down
to us, that by Arrian appears to be the most consistent ; and espe-
cially in the geography of Alexander’s marches, and voyage in the
Panjab; which country, by the nature of its rivers, and by their
mode of confluence, is particularly favourable to the task of tracing
his progrefs. Diodorus and Curtius, had, or ought to have had
the same materials before them, as Arrian: that is, the journals or
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relations of Ptolemy and Aristobulus; who as friends and compa-
nions of Alexander, had opportunities of being well informed.
We may conclude also, that there were among the followers of
Alexander, journalists of a very different stamp; and indeed, the
experience of our own days furnishes us with examples enough of
that kind, to make it probaible: and there are also to be found,
compilers, who according to their tastes and dispositions, prefer
the relation of the marvellous, to those of the sober and rational
kind. Such as these, we may conceive Diodorus and Quintius
Curtius to be; the latter particularly, under whose hand, every
incident grows into a miracle or wonder. Arrian too, relates his
wonders; but in such a manner as not to commit himself: or,
as if he meant rather not to withhold what he thought himself
bound to communicate, than as if he believed them himself, or
wished to inculcate a belief of them in others.

It is to be regretted that Arrian did not preserve the journal of
Megasthenes, as well as that of Nearchus. The lofs of Beton’s,
or Biton’s book, which contained the geography of Alexander’s
marches, is also to be regretted. It existed in the time of Pliny,
who quotes him: but I think, if Arrian had seen it, he would
have been more particular in his geography, in certain places; as
he ordinarily studies to be. Certainly, Arrian had not read Hero-
dotus attentively: otherwise he would not have pafsed over in si-
lence, the voyage of Scylax down the Indus; nor represented his
hero as being ignorant of so curious a fact as the tides must have
appeared, to those who read the same book. ‘But that he had read
part of Herodotus, is evident by his quoting his opinion respecting
the delta of the Nile; and by an allusion to his account of the ants
that dug up gold, in India, &c.

There is no reason to doubt that the Hindoo or Braminical reli-
gion was universal over Hindoostan and the Deccan, before the time
of Alexander’s conquest, if we regard the notices afforded by He-
rodotus and Arrian. Nor is it more extraordinary that one religion
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should prevail over India, although composed of distinct govern-
ments, than that the Christian religion should prevail over a larger
tract in Europe; or the Mohamedan over a still larger tract in
Europe, Asia, and Africa. But although there might be an uni-
versality of religion, there were, as the learned well know, many
distinct languages ; and history, both ancient and modern, gives us
the most positive afsurances, that India was divided into a number
of kingdoms or states, from the time of Herodotus, down to that
of Acbar. Not only Herodotus, Diodorus, Pliny, and Arrian,
are positive as to this point, but even Abul Fazil, who composed
a history of the Indian provinces, in the reign of Acbar, in the
16th century. It is probable, that the almost universality of reli-
gion, and the union of so large a portion of this vast region, under
the family of Tamerlane (particularly under Aurungzebe) has oc-
casioned an idea, though a very erroneous one, that the Mogul
empire, so called from the Mogul (or Mongul) dynasty, or that of
Tamerlane, was always under one head.

But whatever kind of division may have taken place in the rest
of Hindoostan, there appears to have been, generally, a large em-
pire or kingdom, which occupied the principal part of that im-
mense valley or plain, through which the Ganges takes its course:
the capital of which has fluctuated between Delhi and Patna, as
the limits of the empire have varied. That such a one does not
~ exist at present, is probably owing to the Bengal provinces being
in the hands of foreigners: but if we consider the union of interests
between Bengal and Oude, the case is not efsentially altered. Leave
matters to their natural course, the whole valley will form one
state again. The kingdom I speak of, was that of the Prasir and
GANGARIDE, in the times of Alexander and Megasthenes: and
which was very powerful, as appears by the strength of its armies,
and the number of elephants trained to war. It seems to have ex-
tended westward to the Panjab country: and if Palibotbra stood on
the site of Patna, as late accounts seem to render probable (see
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page 50 of the Memoir), we may suppose that it included at least
part of Bengal. In effect, the kingdom of the Prasii could not well
be of lefs dimensions than France: and the state of it (according to
Arrian) was rich, the inhabitants good husbandmen, and excellent
soldiers: governed by nobility, and living peaceably ; their rulers
imposing nothing harsh, or unjust, upon them. Those who are
fonder of contemplating the silent happinefs of a whole people,
than of tracing the steps of a conqueror, will be gratified on re-
flecting that Alexander stopt short, on the borders of the country
above described.

The trade from the western world to India, which has ever en-
riched those who have carried it on, has often changed hands, and
been turned into different channels. A pafsion for Indian manu-
factures and products, has actuated the people of every age, in
lower Asia, as well as in the civilized parts of Europe: the delicate
and unrivalled, as well as the coarser and more useful, fabrics of
cotton, of that country, particularly suiting the inhabitants of the
temperate regions along the Mediterranean and Euxine seas. To
this trade, the Persian and Arabian gulfs opened an easy pafsage;
the latter particularly, as the land carriage between the Red Sea
and the Nile, and between the Red Sea and the Mediterranean,
took up only a few days. It is highly probable, and tradition in
India warrants the belief of it, that there was, from time imme-
morial, an intercourse between Egypt and Hindoostan: similarity
of customs in many instances (as related of the ancient Egyp-
tians, by Herodotus, and which can hardly be referred to phy-
sical causes) existing in the two countries. The intercourse,
we may conclude, was carried on by sea; if we consider the na-
ture of the intervening countries, and the seat of the manufac-
tures: and it might, moreover, be expected, that a nation so en-
terprizing as to undertake the circumnavigation of Africa (as,
there can be no doubt, the Egyptians did, under the Pharaohs),
would scarcely leave unexplored the coasts of a sea so much
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nearer ; and which, from the regularity of the periodical winds,
was so easy of accefs. Whether Solomon’s profitable traffic in-
cluded that of India, there are, I believe, no means of determin-
ing; but it appears highly probable that it did: as also that the
voyages of three years, made by the ships that arrived at Tarshisb,
were to the remote parts of Africa. Solomon’s fleets were dis-
patched from the ports of the Red Sea; David’s conquest of Idu-
mea (Edom) giving him pofsefsion of the ports in the north-eastern
branch of that sea. Tyre was founded about two centuries and a
half before this period : and from the very flourishing state she was
in, under Hiram, the cotemporary of Solomon, it may be con-
cluded that her merchants pofsefsed the greatest part of the trade
of the known world, at that time; and the trade of the east among
the rest, in all probability. Commerce being so ready a way to
riches, it is no wonder that so enlightened a prince as Solomon,
should profit by the example of his neighbours, and avail himself
of his situation, from the enlarged state of his kingdom, which ex-
tended from the Euphrates to the Red Sea, and to the borders of
Egypt (1 Kings, chap. iv. ver. 24); and which opened to him two
of the great avenues to the east, by way of the Red Sea, and the
Persian Gulf. M. Volney’s idea, respecting the object that Solo-
mon had in view, when he took pofsefsion of Palmyra, is, in my
opinion, no lefs probable than ingenious; namely, to use it as an
emporium of the East-India trade, by way of the Persian Gulf, and
the course of the Euphrates. This was about 1000 years before our
@ra. But Solomon’s trade, notwithstanding, was merely tempo-
rary ; and reminds us of some feeble efforts, made in our own days,
by an inland prince, who was constrained to borrow the mariners
of the modern Tyre, as Solomon did those of the ancient. It was,
no doubt, unsuitable to the genius of a commercial state, to aid a
rival power: but either the same genius in individuals might lead
them to embark in lucrative schemes, that were detrimental to
their country ; or it might be a temporizing policy on the part of
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* the state. Whether the Indian trade was carried on at the same
time, by the Tyrians and Egyptians, as well as by the Judeans,
cannot now be ascertained ; but I think it probable that it might;
and that, both by the route of the Persian Gulf, and the Red Sea;
as we have seen it in our days. But whatever might be the mer-
cantile state of Tyre in the days of Solomon, we find it about a
century after, establishing a colony at Carthage; and about three
centuries after that, its greatnefs was proverbial: I mean, about
the date of Ezekiel’s prophecy concerning it.

When Tyre fell into the hands of Alexander (before Christ 33¢,
and about 260 after the time of Ezekiel), that city was in full
pofsefsion of the Indian commerce. The route of their trade from
India, was up the Red Sea to Exiongaber; and thence acrofs the
deserts of Rbinocorura, a town on the Mediterranean, and on the
common frontiers of Palestine and Egypt: both of which countries
were then in the hands of the Persians. From Rhinocorura, the
goods were carried by sea to Tyre, and circulated from thence.
The destruction of Tyre by Alexander, and the consequent foun-
dation of Alexandria, turned the trade into a new channel ; or ra-
ther, perhaps, returned it into its ancient one, Egypt. The Pto-
lemies, into whose hands Egypt fell, on the division of Alexander’s
empire, bestowed a fostering care on the new emporium, which
also became the capital of the kingdom. Ptolemy Philadelphus
constructed a canal from Arsinoe (near the present Suez) to the
Pelusiac branch of the Nile: and afterwards, pofsibly because of
the tedious and dangerous navigation of the upper part of the Red
Sea, founded the city of Berenice on the western side of that sea,
and nearly under the tropic (that is, 450 miles below Suez), from
whence the merchandise was transported acrofs the desert of The-
bais, to Coptus on the Nile; and thence, down the stream of that
river, and its canals, to Alexandria; which thus became the centre
of trade between the eastern and western world; and, of course,
one of the most opulent cities in either. It would appear, that
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under the Ptolemies, the Egyptians extended their navigation to
the extreme point of the Indian continent, and even sailed up the
Ganges to Palibothra.

Alexandria held its rank as an emporium, even after Egypt be-
came a Roman province: and preserved it in a considerable degree,
during the various revolutions that happened in the east ;* until the
re-discovery of the pafsage round the south point of Africa, about
800 years ago, turned the bulk of the Indian trade into an entire
new channel ; and from which it is not likely ever to be diverted.

Berenice continued to be the port of outfit for the Roman East-~
India trade in the time of Pliny (A. D. 79), who details, in his
sixth book, the account of the navigation te India; with many
curious particulars relating to it: and among other matters, we
may gather, that it was a complaint even in his time, that the
trade to India drained Europe of its riches. Pliny says, that it
cost fifty millions of sesterces every year; and yet the trade is not
described as being extended to every part of India. Arbuthnot
reckons a sestertius one-fourth part of a denarius of 621 grains of
silver: at this rate, the above number of sesterces will produce
above 440,000l. according to the medium value of silver in the
present age. The prime cost of the cargoes brought into England,
from India and China, in one year, has been above three millions
sterling, freight included.

From Berenice it was reckoned go days navigation, down the
Red Sea, to Ocelis (Gella), just within the strait of Bab-el-mandel.
Another port was Muza (Mocha), but Ocelis was reckoned the
best, and most commodious for departure. From thence to Mu-
ziris, the first port of merchandise in India, was 40 days sail:
so that, as they left Berenice about midsummer, they might arrive
in India in the latter end of August, when the violence of the SW
monsoon was abated, and the coasting navigation safe and easy.

* The Venetian trade to the east, was by the channel of the Red Sea, and Alexandria.
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Pliny does not forget to mention that they departed with the west
wind: and these 40 days sailing, would be about 15 days run, for
an European ship, in the modern style of navigating: being about
1750 marine (the same as geographical) miles, on a straight course.

We are told that these voyages were first made by coasting the
Arabian shore, to the promontory Syagrus (Cape Rasalgate), and
thence along the coast of Persia to the mouth of the Indus, &c.
In the next age, a shorter and safer course was discovered: for
from Cape Rasalgate, the ships made a direct course to Zizerus, a
port in India; situated, as would appear by circumstances, on the
northern part of the Malabar coast. After this, a direct course
was made from the outlet of the Red Sea to Mugiris, as above re-
lated. It is probable, after all, that they coasted a great part of
the Arabian coast, in order to reduce the length of that part of
their course that lay out of the sight of land: unlefs the habit of
depending on the compalfs, has, in my idea, increased the difficulty
of shaping a course without one.

Muziris is said by Pliny to have been an incommodious place of
merchandise, because the shallownefs of the port, or river’s mouth,
made it necefsary to discharge or take in the cargo in small boats,
at a distance from the emporium: and besides, there was danger
from the pirates at Nitria. Another port, more commodious and
better stored with merchandise, was named Barace (or Becare), in .
the country of the Niconidians; and as the pepper of Cottonara was
brought to this place in small boats, it may be concluded that
Barace was within, or near to, the country of CaANARA; which
produces the best pepper in those parts, at the present day. After
much study and investigation, I cannot apply to any particular
spot, these ports of Muziris and Barace: for the Malabar coast
abounds with ports of the above description: and it must be con-
sidered, too, that a shallow port for one of the Roman traders,
which in all probability were smaller than ours, would be reckoned,
in the present times, no port at all. The circumstances of the
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pirate coast, and pepper country, however, confine us within cer-
tain limits: for, in the course to Muziris, the traders pafsed near
the pirates’ stations; and as these, by the lights which I have re-
ceived from Pliny and Ptolemy, were nearly the same as the pre-
sent (that is, between Bombay and Goa), I conceive the trading
ports meant by Pliny, were situated between Goa and Tellicherry.
The Periplus of the India sea, and the geography of Ptolemy,
throw some faint light on the subject.

Ptolemy’s ideas are these: Tyndis (going southward) succeeds
Nitria; then Muziris; Becare (which is one of the readings of
Barace); Melcynda, or Nelcynda; Cottiara; and then Comaria,
or Cape Comorin; whose proper name is Komrin, or Komry.
And the Periplus enumerates in the same order, Tyndis, Mu-
ziris, and Barace: allowing 500 stadia between each, respec-
tively. No three places appear more convenient to this re-
lative disposition, and to the circumstances of the pirate coast
and pepper country, than Goa, Meerzaw (vulgarly, Merjee),
and Barcelore, or Bafsinore. The first, namely, Goa, is just clear
of the pirate coast: having Newtya, pofsibly the Nitrias of Pliny
and Ptolemy (near which the pirates cruised on the Roman ves-.
sels in their way to Muziris) on the north of it. The second
placé, Meerzaw, or Merjee, has even some affinity in sound with
Muziris; and is situated on a river, and at some distance from the
sea. And Barcelore, or Bafsinore, which may pofsibly be Barace,
is one of the principal pepper factories at present: and therefore
answers so far to Barace. Nelcynda, I take to be Nelisuram: and
do not, with M. D’Anville, suppose Barace to be the port of Nel-
cynda, but a distinct place. It is said by Pliny, to be situated
within the kingdom of Pandion; which is pretty well understood
to be Madura: or to be comprised, at least, within the southern
part of the peninsula: and therefore, the farther south we go for
Nelcynda, the lefs we are likely to err. But even all this is con-
jecture, as far as relates to particular positions: nor is it of much
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consequence; for we are clear that the ports of merchandise must
be situated in or near to the country of Canara, the Cottonara, or
" pepper country of Pliny: that is, between Goa and Tellicherry ;
as before observed.

The ships returned from the coast of India about the month of
December, with the north-east monsoon: and when entered into
the Red Sea, they had a south, or south-west wind: so says Pliny.
The voyage was made much within the compafs of a year: and
the profits are stated to be immense: but the particulars of the
cargoes are not recorded.

There are no notices in Pliny (as far as'I know) concerning any
voyages of the Romans to the gulf of Bengal, or to the peninsula
of Malay (the golden Chersonese), although it is clear from Strabo,
who wrote before Pliny, that the Ganges had then been sailed
up, as high as Palibothra. Ptolemy’s geography, said to be com-
* posed about 60 years after Pliny, contains evident proofs that both

of the Indian peninsulas had been explored: such is the mention
of the pearl fishery between Ceylon and the continent; the dia-
monds found on the banks of the Sumbulpour river ; and the point
from whence ships that traded to the Malay coast, took their de-
parture (supposed to be Point Gordeware): besides many names
that can hardly be misunderstood in the application of them; as
Arcati, the capital of the Sore (or Sora-mandalum, from whence
corruptly Choromandel) ; Mesolia, the district which contains Ma-
sulipatam; the river Cauvery, under the name of Chaboris, &c.
The peninsula beyond the Ganges is also described in Ptolemy,
as far as Cochin China, or perhaps to the borders of China, or
Sine. [See M. D’Anville’s Antiquité Geographique de 1'Inde.]
We may here observe also, by the way, that the islands scattered
*over the gulf of Bengal, in Ptolemy, and probably meant for the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands, are most of them said to be inha-
. bited by Anthropophagi: and this idea has also been adopted by the
modern navigators. Other islands, which may be meant either
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for certain parts of Sumatra, or for some of the islands that lie ex-
tended along the western side of it, are also branded with the same
character: and we find by Mr. Marsden, that it is generally be-
lieved that man-eaters exist in Sumatra, even at this day. I refer
the Bone Fortune island, to the Great Andaman ; and the 10 Ma-
niole, to the northern Nicobars; being just the number of them:
the 5 Barafse, and g Sinde islands, together with the g Saba-dibe ;
are the islands I allude to, as being either. parts of Sumatra, or
islands near it.

SKETCHES of the History of HINDOOSTAN, since the Commencement
' of the MAHOMEDAN CONQUESTS.

THERE is no known history of Hindoostan (that rests on the
foundation of Hindoo materials or records) extant, before the
period of the Mahomedan conquests: for either the Hindoos kept
no regular histories; or they were all destroyed, or secluded from
common eyes by the Pundits. We may judge of their traditions,
by that existing concerning Alexander’s expedition: which is,
that he fought a great battle with the Emperor of Hindoostan, near
Delhi: and though victorious, retired to Persia, acrofs the northern
mountains: so that the remarkable circumstance of his sailing
down the Indus, in which he employed many months, is sunk al-
together. And yet, perhaps, few events of ancient times, rest on
better foundations than this part of the history of Alexander (see
Section I1I. of the Memoir), as appears by its being so highly cele-
brated, not onl yby his cotemporaries, but by several of the most
celebrated authors for some centuries following. As for the no-
tices above referred to, in Herodotus, Pliny, and Arrian, &c.
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they are rather transient views of the then state of Hindoostan,
with a general account of manners and customs, than a history.
Not but that these accounts are infinitely more pleasing and satis-
factory, than a history would have been, if it contained nothing
more than that of the Mahomedan conquests; that is, an account
of battles and mafsacres; an account of thegubversion of (appa-
rently) one of the mildest and most regular governments in the
world, by the vilest and most unworthy of all conquerors: for
such the Mahomedans undoubtedly were, considered either in re-
spect to their intolerant principles; contempt of learning, and
science; habitual sloth; or their imperious treatment of women:
to whose lot, in civilized societies, it chiefly falls to form the
minds of the rising generation of both sexes; as far as early lefsons
of virtue and morality may be supposed to influence them.

The travels of Cosmas in the 6th century, and of the two Ma-
homedan travellers in the gth, afford few materials for history:
and but little can be gleaned from Marco Paulo, who crofsed the
peninsula, and went up the western side of it, to Guzerat, in the
18th century. Indeed, it is exceeding difficult to refer any inci-
dent related in this last author, to any particular country ; as the
geography of his travels is an enigma, for the most part.

It is chiefly to Persian pens that we are indebted for that portion
of Indian history, which we pofsefs. The celebrated Mahomed
Ferishta, early in the 17th century, compiled a history of Hindoo-
stan, from various materials; most of which, in the idea of Col.
- Dow (who gave a translation of this history to the world, about
20 years ago) were collected from Persian authors. The Maha-
barut, an historical poem of high antiquity, and which I under-
stand, Mr. Wilkins is now translating from the original Sanscrit
(as he has already done an episode of it, under the title of Bhagvat
Geeta) is supposed to contain a large portion of interesting histori-
cal matter: but if the father of Grecian poetry made so total a
change in the story of Helen, in order to give a full scope to his
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imagination; what security have we that another poet may not
mislead us in matters of fact ; that is, in all that is valuable in history,
considered as such? Mr. Dow was far from supposing that the Hin-
doos were destitute of genuine histories of their own country: he
was not indeed acquainted with the Sanscrit language, in which
they must be written, if at all ; but founded his belief on the infor-
mation of people on the spot. If the specimens of early Hindoo
history given in the Ayin Acbaree, are akin to those which Mr.
Dow had in contemplation, I confefs I can place no dependance en
them. The most valuable part of Ferishta's history, he allows to
be that, posterior to the first Mahomedan conquests, about the
year 1000: and the following abstract of it is offered to the reader's
notice, in order to fix in his mind an idea of the succefsive
changes in the state of the empire of Hindoostan; which from a
pure Hindoo government, became a Mahomedan one; and conti-
nued to be so, under various dynasties of monarchs, from Persia,
Afghanistan, and Tartary ; until the beginning of the present cen~
tury ; these princes, moreover, adding to the original country of
Hindoostan, all the other provinces situated within the Ganges.
This unwieldy state then dropping to pieces, anarchy succeeded ;
which, in most parts of it, is scarcely composed at present: and
which had nearly given rise to a new Hindoo empire, under the
Mabhrattas: but the intervention of foreign powers prevented it.
Lastly, one of those foreign powers seizing on the fairest provinces,
and taking the lead in the empire, although removed from it, the
distance of an actual route of fifteen thousand miles!*

Even after the commencement of the Mahomedan conquests, we
find little more in Ferishta, save the histories of the empire of
Ghizni (or Gazna) and Delhi; until the subjection of all Hindoo-~
stan, by the Patan emperors in the beginning of the 1gth century :
for Hindoostan continued to be divided into a number of separate

* No part of the Roman empire was distant from its capital, by the most circuitous route,
more than 2800 miles:
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kingdoms, each of which required a particular history: and of
which we know only such parts of it, as were interwoven with the
history of the conquering country. Many of these old Hindoo
kingdoms, bore the same names as the present soubahs (or vice-
royalties) do; and had, probably, nearly the same limits. The
history of the Deccan, is yet more obscure than that of Hindoo-
stan ; being brought into view later, as the Mahomedan conquests
extended thither: and which began to encroach on it about the
year 1800, although the entire conquest of it, was not made until
late in the 17th century. '

It may be observed, that the first- Mahomedan conqueror who
made any establishments in Hindoostan, that is, Mahmood, found
little lefs difficulty in subduing the country, than the latter conque-
rors did, when so many kingdoms were united under the Patan em-
perors: for those kingdoms, now become provinces, were too exten-
sive, and composed of materials too discordant to unite properly: not
to mention, that they were never long enough united, to produce
the happy effects resulting from a long period of intercourse under
one common head ; which afsimilates the whole into one mafs, like
the French or British provinces. And this must ever be the case,
in very extensive empires, where a delegation of great powers, and
distant situation, prepare the provinces for independency, when-
ever the supreme government happens to be placed in weak hands.
Hence, Hindoostan, even under the Moguls, may be considered

“only as a collection of tributary kingdems; each accustomed to.
look no farther than to its own particular viceroy; and, of course,
ever in a state to rebel, when the imbecility of the emperor, and
the ambition of the viceroy, formed a favourable conjuncture. To
this must be attributed the little resistance that was made to the
arms of Tamerlane, Baber, Humaioon, and Nadir Shah; al-
though so many provinces were at those times united under one
prince. .

‘ g
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The first Mahomedan conquests that led to permanent establish-
ments in Hindoostan, were those of the beforementioned Mahmood,
Emperor of Ghizni: for I make a distinction between tbese, and
the first irruptions of the Mahomedans; which left such slight
traces behind them, as to be scarcely apparent. Among others,
was that of the Caliph Valid in the first century of Mahomedanism.
The empire of Ghizni was founded by Abistagi, governor of
Korasan (A. D. g60), who revolted from the King of Bucharia:
- whose ancestor, in his turn, had arisen to power, on the ruins of the
Caliphat empire, about 87 years before. Ghizni consisted chiefly
of the tract which composed the kingdom of Bactria, after the
division of Alexander’s empire: that is, the countries lying between
Parthia and the Indus; and south of the Oxus* Ghizni (or
Gazna) a city placed among the western sources of the Indus,
and not far from the Indian Caucasus, was the reputed capital;
though Balk or Balich claimed this honour, likewise.

Mahmood (commonly styled Sultan) was the third in succefsion
from Abistagi: and was himself the son of Subuctagi, who appears
to have meditated the conquest of the western part of India; and,
like Philip, left his projects, as well as his kingdom, to his son.
Subuctagi had carried his arms acrofs the Indus, and ravaged the
Panjab ; but made no establishments: for we find, that at the time
of his son Mahmood’s invasion, a prince of the Bramin race, or
religion, named Jeipal, pofsefsed the whole country, along the east
side of the Indus, to Cashmere; and that he had the kings of
Delhi, Agimere, Canoge, and Callinger, for allies: so that it may
be concluded, from the circumstance of the frontier provinces
being under a Hindoo government ; and from the state of the Hin-
doo religion, throughout the scene of Mahmood’s conquests; that-
the Mahomedans, whatever ravages they might have commit~
ted, previous to this time, had not, as we have before observed,

# The reader is requested to consult the map at page 200, for the countries lying between
the Indus and the Caspian Sea.
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formed any establishment in Hindoostan: but that the whole coun-
try was perfectly Hinpoo, at the time of Mahmood’s conquest.
It must be observed, that I do not clafs the.country of Cabul, or
any of the provinces on the west of the Indus, as belonging to
Hindoostan proper..

Before Mahmood began his first expedition into India, which
was only three years after his accefsion, he extended his empire
northward, by reducing Bucharia; from whose king, his ancestor
had revolted, as has been observed above.

In A.D. 1000, he entered Hindoostan: but in the course of
eight years, he made no further progrefs than Moultan. The peo-
ple of Moultan, who were the Malli, and Catberi (that is, the
Kuttry or Rajpoot tribe) of Alexander, must have preserved their
ancient spirit, to be able to oppose, for so long a time, such formi-
dable armies, headed by so furious an enthusiast. In 1008, we
find all the Hindoo princes, from the west of the Ganges to the
river-Nerbuddah, united against him, for the common defence of
their religion ; the extirpation of which, was to Mahmood, an ob-
ject equal to that of the acquisition of territory, or subjects. It
may be doubted whether the acquisition of subjects, the rational
end of conquest, ever enters into the minds of barbarous.con-
querors; such as this Mahmood, Tamerlane, or Nadir Shah.
One would rather suppose the contrary; or, at least, that they
were totally indifferent about it, by their mafsacres and extermi-
nations. The confederate Hindoos were defeated : and Mahmood's
first efsay towards effecting the downfall of their religion, was the
destruction of the famous temple of Nagorkote, in the mountains
bordering on the Panjab country. His next expedition, being the
sixth, was in 1011; when Tannasar, a more celebrated place of
Hindoo worship, on the west of Delhi, experienced a like fate with
Nagorkote; and the city of Delhi itself, was taken at the same
time. In 1018, he took Canoge, and also destroyed the temples
of Matra, or Matura (the Metbora of Pliny), a city of high anti-
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quity, and no lefs an c;bject of religious veneration, near Agra.
After this, turning his arms against the Rajpoots of Agimere, he
found either them, or their country, which is full of mountains
and fastnefses, too strong for him.

His twelfth expedition, in 1024, was fatal to the celebrated
temple of Sumnaut, in the peninsula of Guzerat, adjoining to the
town of Puttan, .o'n the sea coaét; -and not far from the island of
Diu, now in the hands of the Portuguese. His route was by
Moultan and Agimere, the citadel of which last, he was compelled
to leave in the hands of the enemy: and in crofsing the desert, be-
tween it and Moultan, he hazarded the lofs of his army, for want
of water. The destruction of Hindoo temples, with their priests
" and votaries, appears to have afforded this monster the highest de-
light. Nothing offends our feelings more, than the progrefs of
destruction urged by religious zeal: as it allows men to suppose
themselves agents of the Divinity ; thereby removing those checks
which interfere with the perpetration of ordinary villainy; and
thus makes conscience a party, where she was meant to be a judge.
Such also was Tamerlane: but to the alleviation of the misfortunes
of the Hindoos, the enthusiasm of Mahomedanism had lost its
edge, before the invasion of Nadir Shah. Had this predominated
in his savage nature, the whole scene of his conquests must have
remained a solitary desert.

The city of Nehrwalla, the ancient capital of Guzerat, together
with that whole peninsula, fell into the hands of Mahmood; who
died four years afterwards (1028) pofsefsed of the eastern, and by
much the largest part of Persia; as well as, nominally, of all the
Indian provinces from the western part of the Ganges, to the pe-
ninsula of Guzerat; and from the Indus, to the mountains of Agi-
mere: but the Panjab was the only part of it, that was subjected
to regular government, under the Mahomedans; as being in the
vicinity of the Ghiznian empire. As for the Rajpoots of Agimere,
they still preserved their independence, among their rugged moun-
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tains, and close vallies; and not only then, but in a great measure,
down to the present time: being in respect of Hindoostan, what
the country of Switzerland, is to Europe; but much more exten-
sive, and populous. From Mahmood to Aurungzebe, the Indian
conquerors were contented with the nominal subjection of those
hardy tribes: among whom, military enthusiasm, grafted on reli-
gious principles, is added to strength and agility of body ; and this
race is difseminated over a tract equal to half the extent of France.
It goes under the general name of Rajpootana: and is the original
country of the founder of the Mahratta state; whose rulers, about
80 years ago, aspired at universal empire in Hindoostan.

The Ghiznian empire, subject to the same causes of decay, with
other unwieldy states of rapid growth, was in 1158, forcibly di-
vided: the western and largest part, and which still retained the
ancient name of the empire, being seized on by the family of the
Gaurides (so denominated from Gaur, or Ghor, a province and city,
lying beyond the Indian Caucasus) while the provinces contiguous
to both shores of the Indus, remained to Chusero, or Cusroe,
who fixed his residence at Lahore.* And even his posterity were,
in 1184, driven out of their kingdom, by the Gaurides. The
Mahomedans, thus become nearer neighbours to the Hindoos, by
fixing their residence at Lahore, extended, as might be expected,
their empire eastward; Mahomed Gori, in 1194, perpetrating, in
the city of Benares, the same scenes as Mahmood had before done
at Nagorkote and Sumnaut. Benares was regarded as the principal
university of Braminical learning ; and we may conclude that about
this period, the Sanscrit language, which was before the current lan-
guage of Hindoostan, began to decline in its purity, by the admix-
ture of words from that of the conquerors; until the language of
- Hindoostan became what it now is: the original Sanscrit, pre-
served in their ancient writings, becoming a dead language. Such

"® For the dates of the reigns of the emperors of Hindoostan, the reader is referred to a
Chronological Table, at the end of the Introduction.
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mutations have taken place in every country, where the conquerors
have been numerous enough to effect it: the Saxon language was
at the same period suffering from the Norman conquest, what the
Sanscrit did from the Ghiznian. Mahomed Gori also carried his
arms to the south of the river Jumnah, and took the fortrefs of
Gwalior ; which then gave name to a kingdom, that has since
composed nearly the soubah of Agra: he also reduced the eastern
part of Agimere. :

The death of this emperor, in 1205, occasioned a new division
of the Ghiznian empire, the Persian part remaining to Eldoze, and
the Indian part to Cuttub, who founded the Patan or Afghan
dynasty in Hindoostan. The Afghans originally inhabited the
mountainous tract lying between India and Persia, or the ancient
Paropamisus. Before the elevation of Cuttub to the throne, he
had carried his arms, under Mahomed Gori, into Agimere and
Guzerat. Lahore was his capital, originally ; but the necefsity of
fixing the imperial residence, nearer to the centre of the new
conquests, occasioned him to remove to Delhi. It may be observed
of the capitals of states, in general, that such as are neither empo-
riums of trade, nor meant as citadels in the last resort, are (as it
were) attracted .towards the quarter, from whence hostility is ei-
ther intended, or expected.

The Emperor Altumsh, who succeeded to the Patan throne, in
1210, completed the conquest of the greatest part of Hindoostan
proper. He appears to have been the first Mahomedan that made a
conquest of Bengal ; the government of which was from this time
bestowed on one of the reigning emperor’s sons. It was during
this reign (1221) that Gengiz Cawn, among his extensive conquests
(perhaps the most so, of any conqueror in history) accomplished that
of the empire of Ghizni ; putting an end to the dynasty of Charasm,
which then occupied that throne: and driving before him, the un-
fortunate Gelali, son of the reigning emperor ; who swam the Indus
to avoid his fury. Gengiz, however, left Hindoastan undisturbed.
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About A. D. 1248, the Moguls, or Munguls, succefsors of
Gengiz, who pofsefsed, or rather over-run the countries on the
north-west of Hindoostan, made several irruptions into it: and
Turmeshirin Khan is reported, by Sherefeddin (the historian of
Timur), to have carried his arms into the Dooab; but without
making any establishment. Ferishta takes no notice of the pro-.
grefs of this desultory conqueror, but only describes the inroads of
the Moguls into the Panjab; which now frequently happened:
although it was not till more than 150 years afterwards, that, un-
der Timur, or Tamerlane, they penetrated to the centre of India.
Ferishta describes also an irruption of Moguls into Bengal, by way
of Chitta and Thibet, in 1244,

I have before observed, that the provinces of Hindoostan were
held rather as tributary kingdoms, than as provinces of the same
empire: and that they seldom failed to revolt when a favourable
opportunity offered. In 1265, Malwa regained its entire indepen-
dence of the crown of: Delhi; having gradually shaken off the
yoke, laid on it by Cuttub in 1205: and the Rajpoots were on
every occasion, notwithstanding their comparative vicinity to the
capital, afserting their independency, likewise. Of the state of
the internal government of Hindoostan, a judgment may be
formed, by the punishment inflicted on the Mewatti, or the Ban-
ditti tribe, which inhabit the hilly tract, within 25 miles of Delhi.
In 1265, 100,000 of these wretches were put to the sword: and
a line of forts was constructed along the foot of their hills. Re-
bellions, mafsacres, and barbarous conquests, make up the history
of this fair country (which, to an ordinary observer, seems destined
to be the paradise of the world) the immediate effect of the mad
ambition of conquering more than can be governed by one man:
for the whole empire being portioned out to rapacious governors,
who domineering over the governed, until their spirits were suffi-
ciently debased, were at last able to persuade them, that their com-
mon interest lay in taking up arms, torender these governors inde-
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perdent: and indeed, had it brought them nearer to the point of
having a regular, permanent government, this might be true; but,
in fact, it only subjected them to a new conqueror; or to the
punishment of rebellion from the former one. It would appear
as if the warm climates, and more especially the open countries,
situated within them, were destined to be the seats of despotism:
for that the climate creating. few wants, and the soil being pro-
ductive without any great exertion; the inhabitants of it do not
pofsefs those energies that, in a cooler climate, prompt mankind
to investigate their natural rights, and to afsert them. This, how-
ever, is a point that I shall not venture to decide on; although I
 believe it is a fact not to be disputed, that throughout the known
parts of the world, despotism prevails most in the warm climates.
The Patan, Mogul, and Tartarian conquerors in Hindoostan and
China, however hardy at first, have, in a course of ages, sunk into
the same state of efféminacy with their subjects: and, in their turn,
have, with them, received a new master. Let those who are in the
habit of complaining of the severity of a northern climate, reflect,
that whatever physical evils it may produce, it matures the great
qualities of the mind; and renders its inhabitants pre-eminent
among their species: while a flowery poet, or a more flowery his-
torian, is the.most eminent production of the tropical regions.
While the kings of Delhi were prosecuting their conquests in
the east and south of Hindoostan, the provinces on the west of the
Indus, were, of course, neglected; although not avowedly relin-
quished. It might have been expected, that so excellent a barrier
as the upper part of the Indus, and the deserts beyond Agimere,
would have induced an emperor of Hindoostan to give up, of
choice, all the provinces that lay on the west of this line: and
the neglect of so prudent a conduct, occasioned the peace of the
empire to be often disturbed; and ended in their being forcibly
taken away at last by the Moguls: who, not contented with their
new acquisitions on the west of the Indus, crofsed that river, and
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invaded the Panjab: and so forinidable did they appear to Ferose II.
that some tribes of them were permitted to settle in that country
(A.D. 1292). The reader will not forget the similar conduct of
the Roman emperor Valens, with respect to the Goths, who were
permitted to crofs the Danube, and settle in Thrace: and the
similitude is the more striking, in that the Hindoostan empire was
afterwards conquered by the afsistance of the descendants of those
Moguls. ThisFerose II. although of the tribe of Chilligi or Killigi
(from Killige, near the mountains of Gaur), is, neverthelefs, in-
cluded in the Patan dynasty: the name Patan, or Pitan, being ap-
plied rather in a loose manner, to all the tribes bordering on the
common frontiers of India, Persia, and the province of Balk ; that
is to say, the ancient province of Paropamisus.

In 1293 this emperor gave into the scheme of attacking the -
DEeccan; which, at this period, must be understood to mean the
country lying generally to the south of the Nerbuddah and Maha-
nada (or Cattack) rivers: a tract nearly equal in extent to what
he already pofsefsed in Hindoostan; and which extended from the
shores of the Indus, to the mouth of the Ganges; and from the
northern mountains, to Cattack, Sirong, and Agimere: the great-
est part of Malwa, with Guzerat, and Sindi, being then inde-
pendent. The riches of the King of Deogire (now Dowlatabad),
one of the principalities or states of the Deccan, gave birth to this
project; and the projector was Alla, governor of Gurrah, which
nearly bordered on the devoted country.  The covetousnefs of the
emperor made him embrace a proposal, which eventually involved
in it his own ruin, for Alla afterwards deposed him by means of
that very plunder.

Alla’s first expedition was attended with the capture of Deogire
(or Deogur), and with it an incredible quantity of treasure and
jewels; with which, having increased his army, he deposed and
murdered the emperor. We cannot help acknowledging the jus-

tice of this punishment, when we recollect the unworthy motives
h



C i ]
on which the expedition to the Deccan was undertaken ; and that,
moreover, the emperor had been bribed by Alla, with part of the
plunder taken in a former predatory expedition to Bilsah.

When Alla (who was the first of the name) had pofsefsion of the
throne, in 1295, he began his plan of conquest, by the reduction,
of Guzerat; which, while it continued independent, was, by its
local situation, a strong obstacle to his designs on the Deccan.
Next, he reduced Rantampour, and Cheitore, two of the strongest
holds of the Rajpoots, in Agimere. This was the first time that
Cheitore had fallen to the Mahomedans. In 1803, he also reduced
Warangole, the capital of Tellingana, another principality of the
Deccan, comprehending nearly the present country of Golconda.
This, as well as Cheitore, was a city and fortrefs of vast extent
and population. But in the midst of these conquests, and pro-
bably the effect of them, the watchful and restlefs Moguls, from
the opposite quarter, penetrated even to Delhi; and plundered the
suburbs of it. ] :

In the following year, the remainder of Malwa was conquered ;
and in 1306, the conquest of the Deccan was resumed, under
Cafoor, the general of Alla; who proceeded to the Deogur coun-
try, by the route of Baglana, which he reduced in his way; and
which Ferishta* calls the country of MaruaT. Cafoor not only
carried his arms into Deogur (Dowlatabad ), and from thence into
Tellingana, but into the Carnatic likewise, in 1310. By the Car-
natic, is here meant the ;.)eninsula. in general, lying on the south
of the Kistnah river. It is not known how far he penetrated south-
ward, but he was directed by Alla to reduce MaBer, which we
understand to comprehend the southern part of the peninsula. His
expedition appears to be rather predatory, than otherwise ; agree-
able to the genius of bis master, Alla. The quantity of treasure

* It is to be regretted that Col. Dow did not give a literal translation of Ferishta, as a
text, and add his own matter, or explanations, in the form of notes. We should then have
been able to distinguish the one from the other.
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amafsed, exceeds all belief. It was said that silver was found too
cumbersome for the soldiery; gold being in such plenty. The
historian observes on this occasion, as well as on the taking of
Deogur, that the princes of the Deccan had been for a great num-
ber of ages, amafsing this treasure: so that their country had pro-
bably continued undisturbed all that time.

In 1312 Cafoor ravaged the northern part of the Deccan again,
and laid Tellingana and the Carnatic under a tribute: but the en-
tire conquest of those countries was not effected until about three
centuries afterwards, under the latter princes of the house of
Timur. Alla died in 1816. At this period all Hindoostan pro-
per was comprehended in the Patan empire (so called from the
dynasty in pofsefsion of the throne): and the interior policy is said
to be so well regulated, that strangers might travel throughout
the empire, in perfect security. ‘

Rebellions breaking out in Tellingana in 1822, and 1326, it
was again subjected: and the whole Carnatic ravaged from sea to
sea. But under a succeeding emperor, Mahomed III. the princes
of the Deccan afsumed courage, and headed by Belaldeo, King of
the Carnatic, they drove the Mahomedans entirely out of those
countries; nothing rem'aining to them, save the fortrefs of Dow-
latabad (or Deogur). About the same time (1344) the city of
Bijinagur, corruptly called Bisnagar, was founded by the same
Belaldeo. Mahomed, who appears to have been a weak prince,
lost much territory also, by rebellions in Bengal, Guzerat, and
the Panjab: mean while, he was occupied in attempting the con-
quest of China, but was repulsed on the frontier. It is probable,
from circumstances, that he went by way of Afsam. This em-
peror also planned the absurd scheme of transferring the seat of
government from Delhi to Dowlatabad: and attempted it twice,
but without succefs.

Ferose I1I. who succeeded in 1851, appeared more desirous of
improving the remains of the empire, after the defection of Bengal

he
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and the Deccan, &c. than of extending it, by arms. Canals, and
public works, for the improvement of agriculture, and of the in-
land navigation, were his favourite objects, during a reign of g7
years. (See the Memoir, Section III1.) The Moguls made another
irruption in 1857, and the time now approached, when a more
serious one was to take place under Timur, or Tamerlane. After

the death of Ferose, in 1388, rebellion and civil war, during a
~ course of several years, prepared the empire for foreign subjection
and a minority, in the person of Mahmood III. who succeeded in
1898, brought matters to a crisis. During the confusions atten-
dant on the state of a minority, in an empire which could with
difficulty be held together by a veteran despot, the historian re-
marks an unusual circumstance: two emperors in arms against
each other, residing within the same capital. In this state of things,
Timur, who had already extended his empire over all the western
Asia and Tartary, turned his arms towards Hindoostan in 13g8.
In the preceding year, he had sent his grandson Peer Mahomed, to
reduce the Panjab, and Moultan; and in October, crofsed the In-
dus himself; and joining his grandson near Moultan, his army
proceeded in different divisions to Delhi, which submitted, without
what may be properly termed, a battle. This inhuman monster,
who had credit enough with a poet of the present century, to be
introduced on the stage, as a hero, pofsefsing great and amiable
qualities, obtained in Hindoostan the title of « the destroying
Prince:” and was truly worthy of it, from the numerous mafsacres
and exterminations, executed under his immediate direction. Ti-
mur staid in Delhi only 15 days: and then appears to have been on
his return to the seat of his empire, when, hearing of a fortrefs in
the Dooab, that had resisted the arms of a former Mogul invader
(Turmesherin Khan ), he marched towards it and took it. From
thence he proceeded to the place where the Ganges ifsues out of the
mountains, and where the Hindoos resort at certain seasons, in vast
numbers, to pay their adorations to, and to purify themselves in that
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sacred stream. His object was the extermination of these inoffen-
sive people; and he partly succeeded. From this place, turning
to the north-west, along the foot of Mount Sewalick, he continued
his mafsacres, though not without opposition, until he arrived on
the frontiers of Cashmere. He spent little more than five months
between the time of his crofsing and recrofsing the Indus; and ap-
pears to have paid more attention to seasons than Alexander did:
as Timur chose the fair season for his expedition, whereas Alex-
ander was in the field, in the Panjab, during a whole rainy season.
(See Memoir, Sect. III.) Timur, however, may be said rather
to over-run, than to subject, or conquer; for he did not disturb
the order of succefsion in Hindoostan, but left Mahmood on the
throne: reserving to himself the pofsefsion of the Panjab country
only; and this his succefsors did not retain long. His views were
at this time directed towards the Turkish empire; and this made
him neglect India, which did not promise so plentiful an harvest
of glory as the other. During his life, which ended in 1405, he
was prayed for in the mosques of Hindoostan, and the coin was
struck in his name: but this might be more the effect of policy in
the usurpers of Mahmood’s throne, than the act of Timur. It does
not appear from Ferishta, any more than from Sherefeddin, that
this prince carried much treasure out of Hindoostan with him. But
Nadir Shah’s acquisition of the precious metals, at a later period,
was great, beyond all ideas of accumulation in Europe: and is
only to be accounted for, by the influx of those metals from Ame-
rica, during that interval.

For the geography of Timur’s marches, the reader is referred
to the third section of the Memoir; and to the map.

If Hindoostan was in confusion before this invasion, it may be
expected that on Timur’s departure, matters became much worse.
The death of Mahmood happened in 1413; and with him ended
the Patan dynasty, founded by Cuttub in 1205. The throne was
then filled by Chizer, a Seid (that is, one of the race of the pro-
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phet Mahomed), whose posterity continued in it until 1450: when
Belloli, an Afghan of the tribe of Lodi, took pofsefsion of it, on
the abdication of Alla II. under whom all Hindoostan fell into
separate governments; and a potentate, styled King of the Easr,
whose residence was at Jionpour, in the province of Allahabad,
became the most formidable among them ; while the King of Delhi
had but the shadow of authority remaining to him. The son of
Belloli recovered a considerable part of the empire; and in 1501,
made Agra the royal residence. It was during this reign, that the
Portuguese first accomplished the pafsage to India, by the Cape of
Good Hope: but as their connexions were entirely with the mari-
time parts of the Deccan, which were independent of Delhi, no
notice of this event is taken by Ferishta, in his history of Hindoo-
stan. The empire fell again into utter confusion, under Ibrahim
IL. in 1516 ; and this paved the way for the conquest of Hindoo-
stan by Sultan Baber, a descendant of Tamerlane and of Gengiz
Kan; who reigned over a kingdom composed generally of the
provinces situated between the Indus and Samarcand. Being dis-
pofsefsed of the northern parts of his dominions by the Usbecs, he
determined to try his fortune in Hindoostan, whose distracted situa-
tion flattered his hopes of conquest. His residence at this time
was at Cabul, from whence he undertook his first expedition acrofs
the Indus, in 1518. After this, he made four others: and in the
fifth (A. D. 1525), he defeated the Emperor of Delhi, and put an
end to the dynasty of Lodi. It is said that Baber crofsed the Indus,
this last time, with only 10,000 chosen horse; the enemy’s gene-
rals, by their revolts, furnishing him with the rest of his army.
In this, we have a fresh instance of the small dependance that
the Hindoostan emperors could have on their viceroys and gene-
rals. Baber reigned only five years in Hindoostan ; during which,
his chief employment was the reduction of the eastern pro-
vinces. Nor did he relinquish his Persian provinces, by crofsing
the Indus. His son, Humaioon, succeeded him in 1530; but
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the short reign of Baber, did not allow time enough to compose
the distractions that had so long prevailed; or to exterminate the
seeds of rebellion: for the intrigues of his brothers, and the open
rebellion of Sheer Kan, drove Humaioon, although a prince of
considerable abilities, and great virtues, from his empire, in 1541.
His flight towards the Indus, and his sojourn among the Rajpoot
princes of Agimere, furnish a striking picture of royal distrefs.
During his stay there, his son Acbar was born, whom we may
reckon among the greatest of the sovereigns of Hindoostan. The
provinces on the west of the Indus were held by a brother of Hu-
maioon. The usurper Sheer did not long survive his new dig-
nity ; being killed at the siege of Cheitore in 1545: and was buried
at Saseram in Bahar, his original estate, in a magnificent mauso-
leum, which he had ordered to be constructed during his lifetime ;
and of which a drawing has lately been exhibited in this country,
by Mr. Hodges. Sheer Kan was of Afghan origin; and held the
goubahship of Bahar, when he rebelled: and at his death, his em-
pire extended from the Indus to Bengal. He left his throne to his
son Selim: but so very unsettled was the state of Hindoostan, that
no lefs than five sovereigns appeared on its throne, in the course
of g years. In effect, there could not exist in the minds of the
people, any idea of regular government, or regular succefsion: for
there had scarcely ever been 12 years together, during the last, or
the present century, without furnishing some example of succefsful
rebellion. This induced a strong party in Hindoostan, to invite
Humaioon back ; and accordingly, in 1554, he returned, and met
with but little resistance: but died in consequence of an accident,
the following year. He was celebrated for the mildnefs and bene-
volence of his nature: and his return, notwithstanding the short-
nefs of his reign, was a public blefsing ; as it was the means of
seating his son Acbar quietly on the throne. When he was driven
from his empire by Sheer, he resided with Shah Tamasp, of
Persia, who aided him in the recovery of it: and in the early
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part of his exile, he recovered pofsefsion of the provinces beyond
the Indus.

Acbar was about 14 when his father died, in 1555. The reign
of this prince has been celebrated by the pen of the famous Abul
Fazil, in a book called the Acbar-namma, or history of Acbar.
The businefs of this sketch, being rather to give a sort of chrono-
logical table of events, than to aim at a circumstantial history, I
shall not attempt to particularize the great events of this long and
busy reign of 51 years: but refer the reader to the history of Hin-
doostan, by Col. Dow : in which, not only a full account of Acbar,
but also of his descendants, down to Aurungzebe, will be found. As
in the person of Baber, the line of Tamerlane first mounted the
throne of Hindoostan; so in that of Acbar, the grandson of Baber,
it may be said to be established. The conquest of their ancestor,
about a century and a half before, had no share in effecting the pre-
sent settlement. Baber, was in reality the founder of the Mogul
dynasty; and from this event, Hindoostan came to be called the
MocuL empire* |

The first years of Acbar’s reign were employed in the reduction
of the revolted provinces, from Agimere to Bengal; in which the
great Byram, who had a share in recovering the empire for Hu-
maioon, was a principal .actor. These conquests were secured in
a manner very different from those, achieved by former emperors ;
that is, by a proper choice of governors; by wise regulations ; by
an unlimited toleration in religious matters; and by a proper at-
tention to the propensities of the people: to all which, a long and
vigorous reign was peculiarly favourable. The Hindoos still
formed the bulk of the people; even in those provinces, which, from
their vicinity to the country of the conquerors, had been the most

» Properly speaking, the Mocur EmpirE was that, over which Tamerlane and his im-
mediate succefsors reigned ; and in which, India was nof included. Custom, however, has
transferred the name to the empire held by the descendants of Tamerlane, in Hindoostan
and the Deccan.
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frequently over-run: and experience had taught the Mahomedan
conquerors, that the pafsive religion and temper of the Hindoos,
would, if left to themselves, never disturb the established govern-
ment. But the DEccan was a stumbling block to the Mogul
emperors. In 1585, Acbar resolved on the attack of it, and soon
after carried the war into Berar, while another army was reducing
Cashmere, in an opposite corner of the empire. The Deccan ap-
pears at this time, to have been divided into the kingdoms or states
of Candeish, Amednagur (or Dowlatabad) Golconda or (Bagnagur)
and Visiapour. Berar and the Carnatic, each of which included
several distinct governments, are not specified by the historian, as
members of the Deccan: by which it would appear that they do
not, in strictnefs, appertain to it. In the popular language of the
times, there were reckoned to be four principalities in the Deccan:
that is to say, the four first mentioned, above. Most, if not all
of these, were at this time governed by Mahomedan princes; al-
though we are not in pofsefsion of any history of the conquests or
revolutions, that transferred them from the Hindoos to the Maho-
medans. At the time of Acbar’s death, in 1605, no further pro-
grefs was made in the reduction of the Deccan, and the adjoining
countries, than the taking pofsefsion of the western part of Berar,
Candeish, Tellingana (a division of Golconda) and the northern
part of Amednagur; the capital of which, bearing the same name,
was taken in 1601, after a long and bloody siege, and an unsuc-
celsful attempt to relieve it, by the confederate princes of the
Deccan.

Acbar was the glory of the house of Timur. Hindoostan proper,
had never, at any period since the first Mahomedan conquest, ex-
perienced so much tranquillity, as during the latter part of his
reign: but this tranquillity would hardly be deemed such, in any
other quarter of the world; and must therefore be understood to
mean a state, short of actual rebellion, or at least, commotion.
Prince Danial, his eldest son, died just before him; and Selim,

i
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the next, in right of primogeniture, succeeded under the title of
Jehanguire.

Jehanguire reigned about 22 years. Under him, the conquest
of the Deccan was not lost sight of, though but faintly pursued.
War was made on the Rajpoots, and the Rana, or chief prince,
brought to terms. The rebellions of the emperor’s son, Shah
Jehan, embittered the latter part of his reign; and the influence of
his mistrefs, Noor Jean, rendered his councils weak, and con-
strained his government. However, the provinces having been
held together for near 770 years, the empire had acquired a degree.
of consolidation; and was not so liable to be shaken, as it would
have been at some former periods, under the operation of similar
events. It was in this reign, and in the year 1615, that Sir
Thomas Roe was sent as the first English ambafsador to the Em-
peror of Hindoostan. The Portuguese had by this time acquired
considerable settlements in Bengal and Guzerat ; but only those in
Guzerat, where they also pofsefsed some extent of territory, at-
tracted the notice of the court: and it is curious to observe what
the author of the Ayin Acbaree says of them, about the year 1560.
Speaking of the lands of Guzerat, he says, « By the neglect of the
king’s governors, several of these districts are in the hands of Eu-

"ropeans.” Ferishta, also, speaking of the site of an ancient Hin-
doo temple, near Diu, says that it was situated in the districts that
were subject to the « Idolaters of Europe.”

Shah Jehan succeeded his father in 1628. The conquest of the
Deccan was pursued with more vigour in this reign: and the plun-
ders and devastations perpetrated there, occasioned most, or all of
its princes to make submifsion, and acknowledge ‘the emperor,
lord paramount. Golconda was in part, actually taken pofsefsion
of: but Visiapour and'the Carnatic, together with the region of
the Gauts, remained in the hands of their ancient pofsefsors.

Candabhar, a fortrefs situated on the common boundary of Persia,
and of the Mogul provinces beyond the Indus, was, at this time,
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a subject of contention between the two monarchs of Persia and
Hindoostan. The first serious quarrel between the Europeans .
(Portuguese) and Moguls, happened during this reign, 1633:
when the Portuguese were expelled from Hoogly, on the Ganges.
In 1658, the civil wars commenced between the emperor and his
sons; as well as between the sons themselves: which ended in the
elevation of Aurungzebe (the third in descent), after he had de-
posed his father, and murdered or expelled his brethren. The
account of these transactions may be seen at large in Bernier and
Dow; and is a very curious piece of history. In 1660, Aurung-
zebe (who took the name or title of Allumgire, and was the first
of that name) was in peaceable pofsefsion of the throne: and from
that period, until the year 1678, there prevailed, throughout Hin-
doostan in general, the most profound peace that had ever, per-
haps, been known: but the remainder of the Deccan was still a
desideratum ; and Aurungzebe disdained to have any other boun-
dary on the south, than the ocean. Accordingly, the conquest of
the remote part of the Deccan employed a very considerable part
of his leisure during the latter part of his reign: when the whole
of that region, together with the peninsula, a few mountainous
and inaccefsible tracts only excepted, were either entirely sub-
jected, or rendered tributary to the throne of Delhi. What. might
appear to Aurungzebe to render this step of subduing the Deccan
necefsary, was the determined spirit and growing power of Se-
vajee, the founder of the Mahratta state; who, by his conquests
in Visiapour, appeared almost in the character of a rival to Au-
rungzebe. .

A rebellion of the Patans beyond the Indus, in 1678, called for
the presence of Aurungzebe there; which was no sooner quelled,
than his persecution of the Hindoos stirred up the Rajpoot tribes
in Agimere. He undertook this war also in person: but was
hemmed in, with his whole army, between the mountains, and the
emprefs herself was taken prisoner: she was afterwards, however,

ie
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permitted to escape, as well as the emperor. This did not dis-
courage him from carrying the war into the Rajpoot country
again, in 1681: when he took and destroyed Cheitore, the fa-
mous capital of the Rana; as well as all the objects of Hindoo wor-
ship found there. The spirits of these gallant people were, how-
ever, still unsubdued ; and Aurungzebe was necefsitated to grant
them a peace.*

Sevajee died in 1680, and left his rising state of Mahrattas to
his son Sambajee ; who was afterwards betrayed into the hands of
Aurungzebe, and barbarously put to death. Still, however, the
mountainous parts of Baglana were unsubdued ; and although the
kingdom of Visiapour was reduced in 1686, and Golconda in the
following year, yet he found great difficulty in prosecuting his
conquests on the west ; as appears by his camp being fixed on the
Kistnah river, about 200 miles to the north-eastward of Goa, in
1695: I say, appears; for we have at present no regular history
of any later period than the 10th year of Aurungzebe; that is, to
the year 1670, when Mr. Dow’s history finishes: all the events
that are subsequent to this date, are from other authorities.

It is said that Aurungzebe was employed in the Deccan from the
year 1678, to the time of his death; and was actually in the field
during the greatest part of the last 15 years of his life. This de-
reliction of his original empire and capital for nearly go years,
occasioned various disorders in them, and laid the foundation of
many more: among others, the second rebellion of the Rajpoots in
Agimere; that of the Patans towards the Indus; and of the Jats,
or Jates, in the province of Agra. This was the first time that
the Jats appeared, otherwise than as banditti; since which, they

* The reader may find in the 49th note to Mr. Orme’s Historical Fragments of the Mogul
Empire, a letter written by Jeswont Sing, Rajah of Joudypour, to Aurungzebe, expostu-
lating with him on the unjust measures he was pursuing, with respect to the Hindoos. This
letter breathes the most perfect spirit of philanthropy, and of toleration in matters of reli-
gion : together with the most determined resolution to oppose the meditated attack on the
civil and religious rights of the Hindoos. The clegant translation of this letter was made
by Sir Charles Boughton Rouse.
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grew up to be a considerable state: and at one time were of some
consideration in the politics of upper Hindoostan.

Aurungzebe died in 1707, in the goth year of his age, at Amed-
nagur, in the Deccan; which he had fixed on for his residence
when in winter quarters. Under his reign the empire attained its
full measure of extent. His authority reached from the 1oth to
the gsth degree of latitude ; and nearly as much in Iongitude: and
his revenue exceeded g2 millions of pounds sterling, in a country
where the products of the earth are about four times as cheap as
in England. But so weighty a sceptre could only be wielded by
a hand like Aurungzebe’s: and we accordingly find, that in a course
of 50 years after his death, a succefsion of weak princes and wicked
ministers, reduced this astonishing empire to nothing.

Aurungzebe obviously foresaw the contests that would arise be-
tween his sons for the empire ; and it has therefore been afserted,
that he made a partition of it among them. This account, how-
ever, is not warranted by the memoirs of a nobleman of Aurung-
zebe’s court, lately published in this country,* nor by the best
living authorities that I have been able to consult. Two letters,
written by Aurungzebe to two of his sons, a few days before his
death, indicate no intention of dividing the empire; but exprefs in
doubtful terms, his apprehensions of a civil war.4 He left behind
him four sons: Mauzum, afterwards emperor, under the title of

* Memoirs of Eradut Khan, translated from the Persian by Capt. J. Scott, 1786. This
valuable fragment of Mogul history, contains an account of the tevolutions that happened ‘
in the Mogul empire, from the death of Aurungzebe in 1707, to the accefsion of Feroksere,
in 1712, It contains much curious matter; and fully developes the political character of a
Mogul courtier.

+ These letters are preserved in one of the notes to the above work (page 8), and furnish
this striking lefson to frail mortality; that, however men may forget themselves, during the
tide of prosperity, a day of REcoLLEcT10N Will inevitably come, sooner or later. Here we
are presented with the dying confefsion of an aged monarch, who made his way to the throne
by the murder of his brethren, and the imprisonment of his father: and who, after being in

ceable pofsefsion of it, persecuted the most inoffensive part of his subjects, either through
igotry or hypocrisy. Here we behald him in the act of resigning THa T, to obtain pofses-
sion of which, he incurred his guilt; and ﬁresented to us a mere sinful man, trembling on
the verge of eternity; equally deploring the past, and dreading the future. How awful
must his situation appear to him, when he says, « Wherever I look, I see notbing but
the paviNiTY.”
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Bahader Shah; Azem, and Kaum Buksh, who severally contested
the empire with their elder brother; and Acbar, who go years
before had been engaged in rebellion, and fled to Persia. The death
of their father, was the signal of hostility between Mauzum and
Azem ; the former approached from Cabul, and the latter from the
Deccan, and disputed the pofsefsion of the whole empire (for Azem
had proposed a partition of it) with armies of about goo,000 men
each. Near Agra it was decided by a battle, and the death of
Azem; and Mauzum took the title of Bahader Shah. His title,
before his accefsion, was Shah Aulum; by which name he is con-
stantly mentioned in the Memoirs of Eradut Khan.

Bahader Shah reigned about five years, and was a prince of con-
siderable ability, and great attention to businefs: but the convul-
sions with which his elevation had been attended (notwithstanding
his pretensions, as eldest son of the late emperor), added to the
various disorders that had taken root during Aurungzebe’s long
absence in the Deccan, had reduced the government to such a state
of weaknefs, as required not only the exertion of the best talents,
but also much time, torestore. The rebellion of his brother Kaum
Buksh, soon after his accefsion, called him into the Deccan; and
this being quelled by the death of Kaum Buksh, and the total dis-
persion of his followers, he wisely quitted this scene of his father’s
mistaken ambition; although the Deccan was far from being in
a settled state. He had in contemplation to reduce the Rajpoot
princes of Agimere, who had formed a very strong confederacy,
to which the long absence of Aurungzebe had been too favourable;
and they appeared to act with much confidence and security. How-
ever, an evil of a more prefsing nature drew the emperor’s atten-
tion to another quarter. The Seiks, a new sect of religionists,
appeared in arms in the Lahore province ; and ravaged the whole
country from thence to the banks of the Jumnah river. The Seiks
had silently established themselves along the foot of the eastern
mountains, during the reign of Shah Jehan. They differ from
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most religionists, in that, like the Hindoos, they are perfectly
tolerant in matters of faith ; and require only a conformity in cer-
tain signs and ceremonies: but unlike the Hindoos, they admit
proselytes; although those from among the Mahomedans are the
least esteemed. They are now become one of the most potent
states in Hindoostan. These, the emperor marched against in per-
son, and after much trouble and delay reduced; but their chief
escaped. The emperor then took up his residence at Lahore, and
seems to have continued there a very long time: probably, to check
the remnant of the party of the Seiks; and to settle the affairs
of the province, in general. Here he died, after a short illnefs,
in 1712: and, it would appear, that he never had an opportunity
of visiting Agra, or Delhi, during his reign.

He also left four sons: among whom a war, for the succefsion,
commenced on the spot. The second son, Azem Ooshawn, took
pofsefsion of the treasures; but was opposed by his three brothers,
who agreed to divide the empire among them. A battle, in which
Azem was killed, decided matters in their favour; chiefly by the ad-
drefs and bravery of the youngest, Jehaun Shah; who seemed re-
solved to abide by the agreement, to divide the empire; and as a
proof of his intention, directed the treasures to be divided. But
Zoolfecar Khan, an Omrah in high trust, intrigued to prevent it;
intending to raise to the throne, Jehaunder Shah, who was the best
fitted for his purposes. A second battle was fatal to Jehaun Shah;
and left his two remaining brothers to dispute the empire by a
third battle; which left Jehaunder, who was originally the eldest,
in pofsefsion. He did not long enjoy his dignity ; for at the end of
nine months, he was dethroned by Feroksere (or Furrocksere), son
of the deceased Azem Ooshawn; and of course, great grandson of
Aurungzebe. The weaknefs and meannefs of Jehaunder, is almost
without parallel, in the annals of kings:* and gave occasion to

¢ His history is given in the abovementioned Memoirs.
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the Syeds (or Seids) Houfsein Ali Khan, and Abdoolla Khan, two
brothers, and Omrahs of great power, to set up Feroksere. Having
been pofsefsed of governments in the eastern provinces, their influ-
ence enabled them to collect an army, with which they defeated
that of Jehaunder, near Agra, in the same year, 171e2.

The Seiks appeared again in arms, during the following year:
and in 1716, they were grown so formidable, that it appeared ne-
cefsary to march the grand army against them, with the emperor at
its head ; but we are ignorant of the particulars of the campaign.

It was in this reign that the English East-India Company ob-
tained the famous FIRMAN, or grant, by which their goods of ex-
port and import were exempted from duties, or customs; and this
was regarded as the Company’s CoMMERCIAL CHARTER in INDIA,
while they stood in need of protection, from the princes of the
country.

In the year 1717, Feroksere was deposed, and blinded by the
Seids: who raised to the throne Ruffieh-ul-Dirjat, a son of Bahader
Shah. Both this emperor and his brother, Ruffieh-al-Dowlat,
were, in the course of a year, raised to the throne; and afterwards
deposed and put to death by the Seids; who had now the disposal
of the empire and all its concerns. Thus, in 11 years from the
death of Aurungzebe, five princes of his line, who had mounted
the throne, and six others who had been competitors for it, had
been disposed of: and the degraded state of the regal authority,
during this period, had introduced an incurable anarchy, and a dis-
position in all the governors of provinces, to shake off their de-
pendency on the head of the empire. From this time, affairs
declined very rapidly: and the empire, which had acquired some
degree of consistency under the house of Timur, was now about to
be dismembered, in a degree beyond what it had experienced,
even before the @ra of the Mahomedan conquests.

Mahomed Shah, grandson of Bahader Shah, was placed on the
throne by the Seids, in 1718. This prince, warned by the fate of
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his predecefsors, and having very early in his reign, acquired power
sufficient for the purpose, got rid of the Seids: but not without a
rebellion and a battle. : ,

Nizam-al-Muluck, Viceroy of the Deccan, had for some time
been rising into power; and the times being favourable, he me-
ditated independency. He had received some affronts from the
Seids, which furnished him with an excuse for withdrawing to his
government : from whence, in 1722, he was invited to court, and
offered the post of vizier. This offer, however, he declined, as not
suiting his projects; which had for their object, sovereignty, in-
stead of ministry ; in the Deccan, at least. The Mahrattas too,
whose power had progrefsively increased, and who even held their
ground against so martial and perseverirg a prince as Aurungzebe,
were, as might be expected under a succefsion of weak ones, grown
truly formidable to the rest of the empire: and their vicinity to
the Nizam, afforded him a complete pretence for increasing his
army. When the princes of the house of Timur were so eagerly
pursuing the conquest of the Deccan, it seems to have escaped their
penetration, that this region, which pofsefsed ample resources
within itself, and innumerable local advantages in point of security,
from an enemy without, was also situated at such a distance from
the capital, as to hold out to its viceroy the temptation of indepen-
dence, whenever a favourable opportunity might offer. Perhaps,
if the Deccan had been originally left to itself, the posterity of
Timur might still have swayed the sceptre of Hindoostan.

While the Nizam continued so formidable in the south, the
Mahrattas directed their attacks against the middle and northern
provinces. Malwa and the open parts of Agimere were over-run
by them: and their detachments insulted even the capital of the
empire. The weak Mahomed had in the early part of his reign
endeavoured to satisfy their demands, by paying them a tribute
amountmg to one-fourth of the net revenue of the invaded pro-
vinces: but this, as might have been foreseen, only increased.

k
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their inselence; and ended in their seizing on the provinces them-
selves. . v

In 1738, the Nizam, confident of his interest with a powerful
faction at court, came thither, attended by a large body of armed
followers. Dowran, the commander in chief of the army of the
empire, was at the head of the court party; which the Nizam
finding too strong, to be easily dispofsefsed of their places, he in-
vited Nadir Shah, the usurper of the Persian throne, and who was
then engaged in the siege of Candahar, to invade Hindoostan:
hoping that he and his faction might get rid of Dowran; or at any
rate, that they might profit by the confusion it would occasion.
Many thought that the Nizam's views extended to the empire itself.
Accordingly, in the following year, Nadir Shah entered Hindoo-
stan, and advanced to the plains of Carnawl, where Dowran had
afsembled the army, but was soon after killed in a skirmish. So
uncertain was the state of things even at this time, that Nadir
Shah offered to evacuate the empire for fifty lacks of rupees (halfa
million) But the intrigues of the Nizam and his party, occasioned
the weak emperor to throw himself on the clemency of the invader ;
who entered Delhi, and demanded go millions sterling, by way of
ransom. Tumults, mafsacres, and famine, were the result: 100,000
of the inhabitants were mafsacred, and 62 millions of plunder
were said to be collected. Nadir married his son to a grand-
daughter of Aurungzebe, restored Mahomed Shah to his throne,
‘and returned to Persia, after obtaining the cefsion of all the coun-
tries subject to Hindoostan, lying on the west of the Indus.

His departure left the Nizam in pofsefsion of the whole remain-
ing power of the empire: which he sacrificed to his own views in
the Deccan, where he established an independent kingdom for him-
self. The Mahratta invasions of the Carnatic in 1740, and 1741,
and particularly the defeat and death of Doast Ally (Nabob of
Arcot) by their arms, called the Nizam home ; after delegating his
power at court, to his eldest son Gazi o'dien.
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The Nizam, on his arrival, settled the Carnatic for the present,
by placing Anwar o’dien, father of the present Mahomed Ally, in
the government, or nabobship of Arcot; which was then under-
stood to comprehend nearly the present Carnatic.

Bengal became independent of Delhi a little before this time
(1738), under Aliverdy Cawn; and not long after, a vast army of
Mabhrattas, both from Poonah and Berar (for they were now di-
vided into two states) invaded it, under the sanction of the'empe-
ror’s name; who being at a lofs to satisfy their repeated demands,
sent them to collect for themselves the arrears of revenue since the
defection of Aliverdy. About the same time the Rohillas, a tribe
from the mountains that lie between India and Persia, erected an
independent state on the east of the Ganges, and within 8o miles
of Delhi. Very strong symptoms of the universal difsolution of
the empire appeared at this time. 4

Nadir Shah died in 1747: and in the confusion that followed,
Abdalla, one of his generals, seized on the eastern part of Persia,
and on the bordering provinces of India, that were ceded by Ma-
homed Shah to Nadir ; and thése he formed into a kingdom, known
at present by that of Candahar ; or more familiarly by the country
of the Abdalli. 1t comprizes nearly the ancient empire of Ghizni.

Mahomed Shah died the same year, having reigned 29 years:
a long period, considering the fate of his immediate predecefsors,
and the state of anarchy that prevailed so universally in Hin-
doostan. BN

Ahmed Shah, son of Mahomed, succeeded his father. In his
reign, which lasted about 6 years, the entire division of the remain-
der of the empire took place: nothing remaining to the house of
Timur, save a small territory round Delhi, together with the city
itself (now no longer a capital), exposed to repeated depredations,
mafsacres, and famines, by the contests of invaders. The last army
that might be reckoned imperial, was defeated by the Rohillas, in
1749; by which their independency was firmly established in the

ke
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eastern part of the province of Delhi. The Jates, or Jats, a Hin-
doo tribe under Soorage-Mull, established themselves, and founded
a state in the province of Agra. The Deccan and Bengal we have
already seen usurped by their viceroys, the Nizam and Aliverdy:
Oude was seized on by Seifdar Jung (father to the late Sujah Dow-
lah, and grandfather to the reigning Nabob of Oude, Azuph
Dowlah): Allahabad by Mahomed Kooli: Malwa was divided be-
tween the Poonah Mahrattas, and several native princes, and ze-
mindars: Agimere reverted of course, to its ancient lords, the
Rajpoot princes: and the Mahrattas, who had of late been making
large strides towards universal plunder, if not to universal empire,
pofsefsed, in addition to their share of Malwa, the greatest part of
Guzerat, Berar, and Orifsa; besides their ancient domains in the
Deccan: and were alternately courted and employed by different
parties, and were become the Swifs of India; with this deviation
from the custom of the European Swifs, that they usually paid
themselves, instead of being paid by their employers. Abdalla, as
has just been said, having established his new kingdom very early
in this reign, entered Lahore and Moultan (or the Panjab) with a
view to the conquest of them. The whole country of Hindoostan
proper, was in commotion from one extreme to the other: each
party fearing the machinations or attacks of the other; so that all
regular government was at an end, and villainy was practised in
_every form. Perhaps, in the annals of the world, it has seldom
happened that the bonds of government were so'suddenly difsolved,
over a portion of country, containing at least 6o millions of inha-~
bitants.

The Nizam died at a very advanced age,* in 1748, and was
succeeded by his son Nazirjung, in prejudice to the rights of his
eldest son, Gazi, vizier to the nominal emperor. The contests
that followed -soon after, between Nazirjung and his nephew

* He was 104 years old. He left five sons ; Gazi o’dien, Nazirjung, Salabidjung, Niza-
mally (the present soubah of the Deccan, and the only survivor) and Bazalet Jung.
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Muzzuffer Jung, for the throne of the Deccan; and between the
families of Anwar o'dien and Chunda Saheb, for the nabobship of
Arcot, one of its provinces, occasioned the French and English
to engage as auxiliaries in the wars that happened in consequence
of them. In the first, the French alone incertered: in the latter,
both nations; the English espousing the cause of the family of
Anwar o'dien. These wars lasted till the year 1754; and ended,
after much bloodshed by battle and afsafsination, in fixing Ma-
homed Ally, second son of Anwar o’dien, in the government of
Arcot; and Salabidjung, son of the late Nizam-al-Muluck, in
the soubahship of the Deccan: the original disputants being either
afsafsinated, or killed in battle. By this result, the English gained
the point of establishing their security, and their influence, in the
Carnatic: and the French, in addition to the solid advantage of
getting pofsefsion of the northern circars,* valued at half a mil-
lion sterling of annual revenue, gained the splendid but uncer-
tain privilege of influencing the councils of the Nizam, by at-
tending his person with their army, commanded by the celebrated
M. Bufsy.

The Mogul empire was now become merely nominal: and the
emperors must in future be regarded as of no political consequence,
otherwise than as their names and persons were made use of, by
different parties, to forward their own views. That the name and
person of the emperor were of use, as retaining a considerable de-
gree of veneration among the bulk of the people, in Hindoostan
and the Deccan, is evident, from the application made at different’
times for grants of territory, forcibly acquired by the grantee, but
which required the sanction of the lord paramount, in order to re-
concile the transaction to the popular, or perhaps, vulgar opinion.
Thus every usurper has endeavoured to sanctify his usurpation, by
either a real or pretended grant from the emperor: and others,

® The geographical position of the circars, and the origin of the application of the term
northern, to them, will be found in the latter part of this Introduction.

'
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by obtaining pofsefsion of his person, have endeavoured to make
their acts pafs for his. Another remarkable instance of the effect
of popular opinion, is, that the coin throughout the whole tract,
known by the name of the Mogul Empire, is to this day, struck in
the name of the nominal emperor. '

In 1753, the Emperor Ahmed was deposed by Gazi,* after
having reigned about 6 years. In the preceding year, the Mah-
rattas had been called in, to afsist in reducing the Jats, who were
in pofsefsion of Agra, and become troublesome neighbours to the
emperor: and in the present year, the Berar Mahrattas established
themselves in Orifsa, by cefsion from Aliverdy, Nabob of Bengal:
who was also compelled, for a short time, to pay them a tribute
for Bengal and Bahar: amounting to one-fourth of the clear re-
venue. This, together with the Mogul’s former permifsion to_
collect the arrears of revenue due to him, is the foundation of
their claims on Bengal and Bahar; and which they have never
relinquished, although the times may have been unfavourable to
their afserting them.

Allumguire II. grandson of Bahader Shah, was placed on the
nominal throne by Gazi, with the concurrence of Nidjib Dowlah,
a Rohilla chief, and commander of the army. Abdalla of Can-
dahar, was at this time in pofsefsion of Lahore, and threatened
Delhi. In 1756, the emperor, to get rid of Gazi, invited Abdalla
to Delhi; who accordingly came, and laid that unfortunate city
under heavy contributions; not even sparing the sepulchres of the
dead: but being baffled in his attempt on Agra (held by the Jats)
he proceeded no farther eastward, but returned towards Persia, in
1758. The emperor and his family were now reduced to the
lowest pofsible state of royalty: alternately soliciting the afsistance

® It is necefsary to ohserve, that the Gazi o’dien in question, is not the person whom we
have seen before, in the capacity of vizier to Mahomed Shah; but his son. But this is the
Gazi, who is so famous, or rather infamous, for afsafsinations and crimes, of almost every
kind. The elder Gazi perished in an attempt to recover the pofsefsion of the Deccan from
his younger brother Salabidjung, in 1752.
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of Abdalla, and of the Mahrattas; and as much in dread of their
allies, as of their enemies.

In 1760, Allumguire was deposed and murdered by Gazi. His
son, the present emperor, who took the title of Shah Aulum, was
then engaged in a fruitlefs attempt to reduce the Bengal provinces.
He had succefsively thrown himself, on the Mahrattas, Nidjib
Dowlah, and Sujah Dowlah, for protection and afsistance; but
without succefs. Mahomed Kooli of Allahabad, however, received
him: and it was by means of an army furnished by that chief,
and by Bulwantsing, zemindar of Benares, that he was enabled to
enter the Bengal provinces, where he was joined by some refractory
zemindars of Bahar, and made up altogether a force of about
60,000 men: but notwithstanding his numbers, they were so ill
provided, that he ended his expedition (in 1761) by surrendering
himself to the British (who had taken the field as allies to the Na-
bob of Bengal): and they, having at that time no inducement to
connect their fortunes with his, he applied with more succefs to
Sujah Dowlah, who, in Mahomed Kooli's absence, had seized on
Allahabad. .

Abdalla had visited Hindoostan no lefs than 6 times during the
late reign ; and appeared to have much more influence in the em-
pire than Allumguire had. His sixth visit, was in 1759 and 1760;
when Delhi was again plundered and almost depopulated ; altheugh
during the time of Aurungzebe, it was supposed to contain two
millions of souls. )

The Mahrattas in the midst of these confusions and revolutions,
daily gathered strength. We find them engaged in every scene of
politics and warfare from Guzerat to Bengal; and from Lahore
to the Carnatic. Pofsefsed of such extensive domains and vast
armies, they thought of nothing lefs than driving out Abdalla, and
restoring the Hindoo government throughout the empire. Thus
the principal powers of Hindoostan were arranged in two parties;
the Hindoos and Mahomedans: for the Jats joined the Mahrattas;
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and Sujah Dowlah, with the Rohillas, and other Mahomedan

chiefs of lefs note, joined Abdalla: and a battle ensued in the old

scene of warfare, the plains of Carnawl and Pauniput. There

were said to be 150,000 Mahomedans, and no lefs than 200,000

Mabhrattas, whose cause the Jats deserted, before the battle. This -
was the most important struggle that had taken place, since the

contests between Aurungzebe’s sons, in 1707. Victory declared

- for Abdalla, after a battle more obstinate and bloody than any

that the records of Hindoostan can probably shew: the carnage of
the day, and the number of Mahratta prisoners taken, were almost

incredible ; and great deeds of valour were performed on both sides.

This battle was decisive of the pretensions of the Mabhrattas, to

universal empire in Hindoostan. They lost the flower of their

army, together with their best generals: and from that period

(1761) their power has been sensibly on the decline.

Abdalla’s influence at Delhi was now unlimited ; and he invited
Shah Aulum thither (then engaged in Bahar, as abovesaid) pro-
mising to seat him on the throne of his ancestors. He, however,
did not venture to trust himself in the hands of Abdalla: who
therefore, as his presence was required in Lahore, where the Seiks
were on the point of overpowering his garrisons, set up Jewan
Buckt,* the son of Shah Aulum, for emperor, under the tuition
and protection of Nidjib Dowlah; from whom he exacted an an-
nual tribute. Thus, in fact, Abdalla became Emperor of Delhi:
and if his inclinations had led him to establish himself in Hindoo-
stan, it is probable that he might have begun a new dynasty of
emperors in his own person. He meant, probably, at some
future time, to pursue his designs, whatever they were, either for
himself or for the heir of the house of Tinur, to which he had
allied himself by a match with one of the princefses. His son and

® This is the person who visited Mr. Hastings at Lucknow, in 1784. He was about 13
years old at the time of Abdalla’s last visit to Delhi.
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succefsor, the present Timur Shah, married another princefs of
the same line. : ’

After the departure of Abdalla, it appears that all the territory
remaining to Nidjib Dowlah, for himself and the young emperor,
was the northern part of the province of Delhi. In the following
year, 1762, both the Jats and Mahrattas prefsed hard on Nidjib
Dowlah, but he either baffled them, or bought them off; and held
his ground during his lifetime: and then transmitted his country,
which is chiefly situated between the Ganges and Jumnah, to his
son Zabeta Cawn, the present pofsefsor.

Shah Aulum, the legal emperor (whose son we have just seen in
the character of his father’s representative), was without territory,
and without friends, save only a few Omrahs who were attached to
his family ; and were, like him, dispofsefsed of their property and
station. The expulsion of the Nabob of Bengal, Cofsim Ally, by
the English, in 1763, by drawing Sujah Dowlah into the quarrel,
was the means, once more, of bringing the wandering emperor
into notice. But he had more to hope from the succefs of the
British arms, than those of his patron, Sujah Dowlah: and the
uninterrupted succefs that attended them in 176g, 64, and 63, by
the dispersion of the armies of Cofsim Ally, and of Sujah Dowlah,’
and by the entire conquest of Oude and Allahabad; left both the
emperor and Sujah Dowlah no hopes, but from the moderation of
the victors. Lord Clive, who afsumed the government of Bengal
in 1763, restored to Sujah, all that had been conquered from him,
except the provinces of Corah and Allahabad; which were kept as
part of an establishment for the emperor: at the same time he ob-
tained from the same emperor, a grant of the provinces of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orifsa, together with the northern circars, on condi-
tion of paying the emperor 26 lacks of rupees (260,000l.) per
annum, by way of tribute, or quit rent. The Corah provinces
were valued at go lacks more. Thus was a provision made for the
emperor, and a good bargain struck for the English; for Bengal

1
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and the circars might be estimated at a million and a half net reve-
nue, after the charges of the civil and military establishments were
paid. The emperor was to reside at the city of Allahabad; and
was, in effect, under the protection of the English, to whom he
owed all that he pofsefsed. A treaty offensive and defensive was
entered into with Sujah Dowlah, Nabob of Oude: and his territo-
ries being situated so as to form a barrier to ours, a competent
force stationed within them, served to guard both at the same time;
and it was convenient to the pofsefsor of Oude, to pay the expence
of it, as if it had been retained for his service only.

It was, however, the misfortune of the emperor, that he could
not accommodate his mind to the standard of his circumstances,
although these were far more favourable now, than at any other
period of his life. But being the lineal descendant of the house of
Timur, he aspired to pofsefs the capital city of his ancestors; and
in grasping at this shadow, he lost the substance of what he already
pofsefsed. For after about 6 years quiet residence at Allahabad, he
put himself into the hands of the Mahrattas, who promised to seat
him on the throne of Delhi: those very Mahrattas, who had
wrested the fairest of his provinces from his family, and whose
object was to get pofsefsion of the rest; and who intended to use
his person and name, as one of the means of accomplishing it. A
cefsion of the Corah provinces to the Mahrattas, was the immediate
consequence of this connexion: and had not the English inter-
posed, the Mahrattas would have established themselves in that
important angle of the Dooab, which commands the navigation
of the upper part of the river Ganges, and the whole course of the
Jumnah, and which would have brought them alimost close to our
doors; besides the evil of extending their influence and power,
and of feeding their hopes of extending them still further. The
principle on which the British government acted, was this: they
considered the Corah, &c. provinces, which by right of conquest
were originally theirs, as having reverted again to them, when they
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were alienated from the purposes for which they had been origi-
nally granted to the emperor; and applied to the purpose of
aggrandizing a power, which was inimical to them and to their al-
lies. They therefore took pofsefsion of those provinces again, and
immediately ceded them to the Nabob of Oude, for a valuable con-
sideration. ‘Indeed, it was a mistake originally, not to restore the
pofsefsion of them to Sujah Dowlah, in common with the rest of
his territories; and to settle a certain stipend in lieu of them, to
the emperor: for they, forming the frontier towards the Mahrattas
and Jats, should have been placed in hands that were better able
to defend them.

The Mogul, however, went to Delhi; thereby losing all that he
had acquired fram the British; and has ever since been a kind of
state prisoner; living on the produce of a trifling domain, which
he holds by a tenure of sufferance ; allowed him partly out of vene-
ration for his ancestors, and partly for the use of his name. It
must be allowed, that the princes of Hindoostan have generally
shewn a due regard to the distrefses of fallen royalty (when life
has been spared) by granting jaghires, or pensions. Ragobah'’s, is
a case in point. The private distrefses of Shah Aulum (it is almost
mockery to call him the Great Mogul, or Emperor) were, how-
ever, so prefsing,during Mr. Hastings’s last journey to Oude (1784,),
that his son Jewan Buckt came to solicit afsistance from the Eng-
lish. Since the peace of 1782, Madajee Sindia, a Mahratta chief, and
the pofsefsor of the principal part of Malwa, has taken the lead at
Delhi; and has reduced several places situated within the districts
formerly pofsefsed by the Jats, Nudjuff Cawn, and the Rajah of
Joinagur: and it may be concluded that Sindia has in view to ex-
tend his conquests on the side of Agimere: and to establish for
himself a considerable state, or kingdom.

It might be expected that the Rajpoots of Agimere, &c. would
be lefs averse to receiving a sovereign of their own religion, than

they were to submit to the Mahomedan emperors: and, more-
le
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over, that it would be more for the interest of their people to be
subjects, than tributaries, of the Mahrattas; these being mild as
governors, although the most unfeeling, as collectors of tribute,
or as enemies: yet it.appears that they entertain the greatest jea-
lousy of Sindia’s designs; the. accomplishment of which would
make their princes sink into a state of greater insignificance than
they are at present.

In a country so fruitful of revolutions, it is difficult to fore-
see the event of Sindia’s present measures; but they point strongly
towards raising him to the head of the western Mahratta state,

- or to that of a new empire founded on its ruins. The pro-
vinces of Agra and Delhi, and that whole neighbourhood, are in
the most wretched state that can be conceived. Having been the
seat of continual wars for near 50 years, the country is almost de-
populated, and most of the lands, of course, are lying waste: the
wretched inhabitants not daring to provide more than the bare
means of subsistence, for fear of attracting the notice of those,
whose trade is pillage. Nothing but the natural fertility of the
soil, and the mildnefs of the climate, could have kept up any de-
gree of population ; and rendered the sovereignty of it, at this day
worth contending for. So that a tract of country which pofsefses
every advantage that can be derived from nature, contains the most
miserable of inhabitants: so dearly do mankind pay for the ambi-
tion of their superiors; who, mis-calculating their powers, think
they can govern as much as they can conquer. In the Mogul em-"
pire, many parts of it were 1000 miles distant from the seat of go-
vernment : and accordingly its history is one continued lefson to
kings, not to grasp at too much dominion; and to mankind, to
circumscribe the undertakings of their rulers.

It is highly improbable that the house of Timur will ever rise
again, or be of any consequence in the politics of Hindoostan. It
was in 1525 that the dynasty of Great Moguls began: so that
reckoning to the present time (1788), it has lasted 262 years: a

" long period for that country.
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SKETCH of the MAHRATTA History.

WE have frequently had occasion, in the course of the above
sketch, to mention the MAHRATTAs: and as the rise and progrefs
of that state is of much importance to the general history of the
decline of the Mbgul empire; and so remarkable in itself, from the
suddennefs of its growth; it may not be improper to give a short
history of it, in an uninterrupted narrative ; although some part of
the former one may be repeated. |

The origin and signification of the word MaHRATTA (or Mo-
RATTOE) has of late been very much the subject of inquiry and
discufsion, in India: and various fanciful conjectures have been
made concerning it. We learn, however, froin Ferishta,* ‘that
MARHAT was the name of a province in the Deccan; and that it
comprehended Baglana (or Bogilana) and other districts, which at

¢ This information occurs not only in Ferishta’s history of Hindoostan, but in that of the
Deccan, &c. likewise. The former we have before spoken of, as being translated by Col.
Dow: but the latter has never yet made its appearance in any European language. It is ex-
pected, however, that the public will soon be in pofsefsion of it, from the hands of Capt.
iZonathan Scott, who has already exhibited a specimen of one part of his intended work ; and

as engaged to complete it, on conditions, which the public, on their part, appear to have
performed. Ferishta lived in the court of Ibrahim Audil Shah, King of Visiapour; who was
cotemporary with Jehanguire in the beginning of the last century. Ferishta’s history of the
Deccan, &c. opens to our view the knowledge of an empire that has scarcely been heard of,
in Europe. Itsemperors of the BAnM1NEAH dynasty (Which commenced with Hafsan Caco,
A. D. 1347) appear to have exceeded in powcr and splendour, those of Delhi; even at the
most flourishing periods of their history. The seat of government was at Calberga (see Orme’s
Historical Fragments, p. cxxxvi.) which was centrical to the great body of the empire; and
is at this day a considerable city. Like other overgrown empires, it fell to pieces with its
own weight: and out of it were formed four potent kingdoms, under the names of Visia-
pour_(properly Bejapour), Golconda, Berar, and Amednagur; whose particular Limits and
inferior members, we are not well informed of. Each of these subsisted with a considerable
degree of power, until the Mogul conquest; and the two first, as we have seen above, pre-
served their independency until the time of Aurungzebe. It is worthy of remark, that the
four monarchs of these kingdoms, like the Casars and Ptolemies, had each of them a
name, or title, common to the dynasty to which he belonged; and which were derived
from the respective founders. Thus, the kings of Visiapour, were styled Audil (or Adil)
Shah; those of Golconda, Cuttub Shah; and those o?o Berar and Amednagur, Nizam
Shah, and Amud Shah. A.
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present form the most central part of the Mahratta dominions.
The original meaning of the term Marhat, like that of most other
proper names, is unknown; but that the name of the nation in
question, is a derivative from it, cannot be doubted: for the tes-
timony of Ferishta may be received without the smallest suspicion
of error, or of design to establish a favourite opinion ; when it is
considered  that he wrote, at a period, when the inhabitants of the
province of MARHAT did not exist as an independent nation; but
were blended with the other subjected Hindoos of the Deccan. Be-
sides the testimony of Ferishta, there is that also of Nizam-ul-
Deen,* an author who wrote at an earlier period ; and who relates,
in his general history of Hindoostan, that one of the kings of
Delhi, made an excursion from Deogur (Dowlatabad) into the neigh-
bouring province of MARHAT .4

Sevajee may be considered as the founder of the MAHRATTA
Empire. His ancestry is not very clearly ascertained; but the
most commonly received opinion, is, that his grandfather was an
illegitimate son of a Rana of Oudipour, the chief of the Rajpoot
princes; the antiquity of whose house may be inferred from Pto-
lemy. (See the Memoir, page 230.) The mother of this illegiti-
mate son is said to have been an obscure person, of a tribe named
Bonsola (sometimes written Bouncello, and Boonsla), which name
was afsumed by her son, and continued to be the family name of
his descendants, the Rajahs of Sattarah, and Berar. Having, after
the death of his father (the Rana of Oudipour) suffered some
indignities from his brothers, on'the score of his birth, he retired
in disgust to the Deccan, and entered into the service of the King
of Bejapour (vulgarly Visiapour). The reputation of his family,
added to his own personal merit, soon obtained for him a distin-

*® Nizam-ul-Deen was an officer in the court of Acbar; and wrote a general history of
Hindoostan, which he brought down to the 4oth year of that emperor. ’

+ This also occurs in Ferishta’s history of Hindoostan. It was in the reign of Alla I,
A.D. 1312. See also page lii of the Introduction.
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guished rank in the armies of the King of Visiapour, in which he
was succeeded by his son. But his grandson, Sevajee, who was
born in 1628, disdaining the condition of a subject, embraced an
early opportunity (which the distractions then existing in the Visia-
pour monarchy, afforded him) of becoming independent. So rapid
was the progrefs of his conquests, that he was grown formidable to
the armies of the Mogul empire, before Aurungzebe’s accefsion to
power ; having, before that period, seized on the principal part of
the mountainous province of Baglana, and the low country of
Concan, situated between it and the western sea. He had also
acquired from the kingdom of Visiapour, the important fortrefs of
Pannela, which commanded an entrance into the heart of it, from
the side of Baglana; together with several other places of strength.
In the Carnatic he had pofsefsion of Gingee, together with an ex-
tensive district round it:* and this perhaps may be considered ra-
ther as an usurpation of one of the Visiapour conquests, than as
an acquisition made from the original sovereign of the Carnatic:
for the King of Visiapour appears to have pofsefsed the southern
part of the Carnatic, including Tanjore.4+ Great part of the his-
tory of Sevajee will be found in Mr. Orme’s Historical Fragments
of the Mogul Empire, and is well worth the reader’s attention.
At his death, which happened in 1680, his domains extended from
the northern part of Baglana, near Surat, to the neighbourhood
of the Portuguese districts of Goa, along the sea coast; but pro-
bably not very far inland, beyond the foot of the Gauts, and other
ranges of mountains, which may be considered as branches of them ;
for Aurungzebe’s army kept the field in Visiapour at that period,
and necefsarily straitened Sevajee’s quarters on that side. These

* The French obtained the grant of Pondicherry in 1674, from a Rajah of Gingez, who
acknowledged the King of Narsinga as his superior; but this latter was, at the same time,
dependent on Visiapour. Sevajee took pofsefsion of Gingee about the year 1677, and con-
firmed the above grant in 168o0.

+ I am ignorant of the period when the Mahratta prince, whose descendants now hold
‘Tanjore, came into the pofsefsion of it.
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conquests were the fruits of hardy and persevering valour ; partly
acquired in despite of Aurungzebe, then in the zenith of his power.
Sevajee had also plundered Surat and Golconda ; and even attacked
Goa, when the Portuguese power.was at its height. His son Sam-
bajee, though pofsefsed of considerable ability both as a statesman
and a soldier, fell a sacrifice to debauchery. In one of his loose
excursions he was treacherously seized on, and cruelly put to
death by Aurungzebe, in 1689. This, however, produced no
submifsion on the part of the Mahrattas, who still increased in
power, though not so rapidly as before. The Roman state had
scarcely a hardier infancy; and the mountains of Gatte, which
shelter from the stormy monsoon the countries that are situated
to the leeward of them, afforded also a shelter to this rising .
state.

Sahoo, or Sahoojee (vulgarly, Saow, or Sow Rajah), succeeded his
father Sambajee, at a very early age; and as he inherited the ability
and vigour of mind of his immediate ancestors, and reigned more
than 50 years, great part of it at a season the most favourable for
the aggrandizement of a state that was to rise on the ruins of ano-
ther, the Mahratta power grew up to the wonderful height that
we have beheld it at. For the confusions occasioned by the dis-
puted succefsion among Aurungzebe’s sons, and their descendants,
opened a wide field to all adventurers; and particularly to this
hardy and enterprizing people, bred in the school of war and dis-
cipline, and who had shewn themselves able to contend even with
Aurungzebe himself. The conquests achieved under Sahoojee,
are astonishing to those who do not know that Hindoostan is so full
of military adventurers, that an army is soon collected by an enter-
prizing chief, who holds out to his followers a prospect of plunder ;
which the then distracted state of the empire afforded the most
ample means of realizing. At the time of Sahoojee’s death, which
happened in 1740, the Mahratta state or empire had swallowed up
the whole tract from the western sea to Orifsa; and from Agra to
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the Carnatic: and almost all the rest of Hindoostan, Bengal ex-
cepted, had been over-run and plundered. They were engaged in
almost every scene of war and politics, throughout the whole coun-
try; although it does not appear that they took any part in the
contest between Nadir Shah and Mahomed, in 1738-9; except by
availing themselves of the absence of Nizam-al-Muluck, to com-
mit depredations on his territories in the Deccan. Probably they
thought that more advantage would arise to them, from the dis-
.orders consequent on Nadir Shah’s invasion, than by their afsisting
the emperor in repelling him: we are also to consider the advanced
age of Sahoojee, at that time.

It is difficult to trace the progrefs of the Mahratta conquests,
according te the order of time, in which they were made. We
find them taking part in the disputes between Aurungzebe’s de-
scendants at Delhi, as early as 1718: but it was not till 1735,
_that they found themselves strong enough to demand a tribute from
the emperor, Mahomed Shah. This demand terminated, as we
have before observed, in the acquisition of the greatest part of the
fine province of Malwa; and in a grant of a fourth part of the net
revenues of the other provinces in general. This proportion being
named in the language of Hindoostan, a CHouT, occasioned the
future demands of the Mahrattas to be denominated from it: al-
though they are by no means limited to that proportion, except in
cases where an exprefs compact has taken place: as in some in-
stances, between the Berar Mahrattas and the present Nizam of the
Deccan. They also, about the year 1786, took part in the dis-
putes between the Nabobs of Arcot, in the Carnatic; within which
district, the principal European settlements on the coast of Co-
romandel, are situated: which disputes eventually engaged the
_French and English East-India Companies, in scenes of hostility
for several years, as has been before observed.

Ram Rajah, who succeeded Sahoojee, in 1740, was a weak
prince: and it happened in the Mahratta state, as in all despotic

- m
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states of rapid growth, and recent formation, that great part of
what was gained by the ability of one despot, was lost by the im-
becility of another. The two principal officers of the state, the
Paisbwab, or minister, and the Buksbi, or commander in chief,
agreed to divide the dominions of their master: Bajirow, the paish-
wah, afsuming to himself the government of the western pro-
vinces; and Ragojee, the bukshi, the eastern provinces: the former
continuing at Poonah, the ancient capital; the other fixing his
residence at Nagpour in Berar.

The paishwah is said to have confined the Ram Rajah to the
fortrefs of Sattarah (about 50 miles from Poonah) and then admi-
nistered the government in his name. It is more probable, from
other accounts, that Sahoojee, during the latter part of his reign,
had, by a long and unrevoked delegation of power to the paish-
wah, prepared the minds of the people for this measure; which,
to them, hardly appeared to be a change: as Sahoojee, in a manner;
shut himself up in Sattarah, and seldom appeared in any act of go-
~ vernment. There is some degree of analogy between this part of
the history of the paishwahs, and that of the mayors of the palace,
in France.

So violent a partition of the empire by its ministers, encouraged,
as might be expected, the usurpations of others, according to the
degree of power, or opportunity, pofsefsed by each: so that in the
course of a few years, the state became, from an absolute monarchy,
a mere confederacy of chiefs; and the loosest example of feudal
government in the world. The two chiefs of the divided empire
pursued each their plans of conquest, or negociation, separately ;
on the general principle of respecting each others rights. The
local situation of the Berar chief, who was lefs powerful than the
other, led him to a close connexion with the Nizam; though not
profefsedly in opposition to the Poonah chief.

The invasion of Bengal (of the causes of which we have spoken
in page Ixix) was undertaken by both the Mahratta states in 174¢,
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and 1743, with armies said to contain 80,000 horsemen each.
The leaders of these armies appearing each to act for himself, the
consequence was, that the wily Aliverdy found means to bribe one
party, and to sow difsensions between both; by which the conse-
quences were lefs dreadful to the Bengallers, than they otherwise
must have been. Still, however, they are remembered with hor-
ror: and I have myself beheld many of the objects of their wanton
barbarity, mutilated and defaced. As 160,000 horsemen were let
loose over the level country on the west of the Ganges; and the
capital, Moorshedabad, being 12 miles from that river, it was cut
off from all supplies of provisions and necefsaries,* until Aliverdy
doubly intrenched the road leading from the city to the Ganges;
and thus, supplies were conveyed in safety to the city, which was
inclosed by another intrenchment, or rampart, of about 18 miles
in circumference. The Mahrattas did not depart out of the pro-
vinces until the year 1744, when they had collected a vast mafs
of plunder, and had established - the claim of the chout; which,
however, was never regularly paid. The Berar Mahrattas having,
some years afterwards, obtained pofsefsion of the Orifsa province,
partly by conquest, partly by cefsion from Aliverdy, their proxi-
mity to Bengal, from which they were separated only by a shal-
low river, afforded them frequent opportunities of plundering its
frontier provinces: and it was not till the year 1761, when Cos-
sim Ally, Nabob of Bengal, ceded the provinces of Burdwan and
Midnapour to the English, that the Mahrattas ceased to plunder
them. The demand of the chout, however, although made occa-
sionally, previous to the cefsion of Bengal to the English, had
never been enforced: and during the war of 1780, when almost all
the powers of Hindoostan were leagued together against the Eng-
lish, it was very feebly, if at all, insisted on, although the Berar
Rajah had an army at Cattack.

® The city of Moorshedabad is situated on the westernmost branch of the Ganges: which
branch is navigable only during a part of the year. See the Appendix.

me
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The administration of Bajirow was as vigorous as could pofsibly
be expected, considering how the reins of government had been -
slackened: to the Mahratta empire, it was glorious; for he wrest-
ed out of the hands of the Portuguese, the fortrefs of Bafseen, and
the island of Salsette, near Bombay ; places that stood in the next
degree of importance to Goa. He died in 1759, leaving the paish-
wahship, which was now considered as an hereditary establishment,
to his son Ballajee.

At this period the Mahrattas pushed their conquests into the

Panjab, and even to the banks of the Indus. But the time was
approaching, when this sudden elevation (which seems, in some
instances at least, to operate in states as in individuals) wasto serve
only to make their downfall more conspicuous. They and Abdalla
had given each other mutual umbrage; and the wars that ensued
between them, which ended with the famous battle of Panniput,
of which we have already given an account in page lxxiv, was de-
cisive of the pretensions of the Mahrattas as Hindoos, to universal
.empire in Hindoostan; which they at that time (1761) found
themselves strong enough to dispute with the Mahomedans.
- Ballajee died soon after. To him succeeded his son Maderow,
a youth. The Mahrattas had now abated of their ardour for dis-
tant expeditions, and their quarrels were chiefly with their neigh-
bour, the Nizam; whom they by degrees stripped of a consider-
able portion of his terrifories on the north and west of Aurunga-
bad. Maderow died in 1772; and was succeeded by his son Na-
rain Row, who was murdered the following year by Ragobah, his
uncle, and son of Bajirow, the first paishwah ‘who afsumed the
sovereignty. The atrocity of this crime, made the author of- it
(who had been a generai of reputation in the war against Hyder
Ally, and the Nizam) detested by the body of the people, and
caballed against by the chiefs: he besides failed in the object of
clearing his way to the paishwahship, for the widow of Narain pro-
duced a boy, who was acknowledged heir. -
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Ragobah, who stood in need of allies, had engaged the govern-
ment of Bombay in his cause; with whom a treaty, very advan-
tageous to the English, and indeed, embracing the principal ad-
vantages so long desired by the East-India Company, was entered
into; and the fleet and army belonging to the Presidency of Bom-
bay, were accordingly put in motion, to second the views of Rago-
bah, and to secure the advantages derived from the treaty. Hosti-
lities were commenced both by sea and land; and the island of
Salsette, separated from Bombay only by a narrow channel of the
sea, was taken pofsefsion of by the English. . This was a most
desirable acquisition, as the settlement of Bombay pofsefsed no
territory beyond the extent of the small island in Wwhich it is situ-
ated; and consequently depended on foreign supplies for its sub-
sistence.

About this time the Council General of Bengal was invested
~ with a controlling power over the other settlements in India: and
the Mahratta war not meeting their approbation, Col. Upton was
sent to Poonah in 1776, to negociate a peace (since known by the
name of the treaty of Pooroondar), by which Ragobah was to re-
nounce his pretensions, and to receive a pension for life; and 'the
‘English were to retain pofsefsion of Salsette. But in the end of
1777, the Bombay government again espoused the cause of Rago-
bah, which measure terminated in a disgraceful convention, by
which the Bombay army retired to their settlement, and Ragobah
surrendered to his enemies. Being of Bramin race, his life was
spared. ‘

The war that followed between the English and the Mahrattas,
was purely defensive on the part of the latter, after the arrival of a
brigade of the Bengal army, under General Goddard ; and was at-
tended with the conquest, on the part of the English, of the finest
_parts of Guzerat, and the Concan; including the important for--
trefses of Bafseen and Amedabad ; in short, of the whoele country
from Amedabad to the river Penn; and inland, to the foot of the
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Gauts: and on the side of Oude, the province of Gohud, and
other districts, together with the celebrated fortrefs of Gwalior,
were reduced ; and the war was carried into the heart of Malwa.
But the expences of a succefsful war may be too grievous to be
borne: and as a war with Hyder Ally had broke out in 1780, and
still continued, it was justly esteemed a most desirable advantage to
effect a peace with the Mahrattas, after detaching Sindia, the prin-
cipal member of that state, from the confederacy. This peace was
negociated in 1782 and 1783, by Mr. David Anderson, whose ser-
vices on that memorable occasion, claim, as is said in another place,
the united thanks of Great Britain and Hindoostan. All the ac-
quisitions made during the war were given up, save Salsette, and
the small islands situated within the gulf formed by Bombay, Sal-
sette, and the continent.

The government at Poonah, during the minority, was shared
among a junto of ministers: and it is probable that so long a mi-
nority, may yet make some efsential changes in the constitution of
a state, so accustomed to revolutions in the superior departments
of its government. The present paishwah, by name Maderow
(son of Narain Row, as beforementioned), was born in 1774,

The eastern Mahratta state, or that of Berar, under Ragojee,
kept itself more free from foreign quarrels than the other; but
had its share of intestine wars. For Ragojee dying, after a long
reign, left four sons, Janojee, Sabajee, Modajee, and Bembajee.
The first succeeded his father: but dying childlefs, in 1772, a
civil war commenced between Sabajee and Modajee: the former of
whom fell in 1774, and the latter still holds the government of
Berar, &c.: and Bembajee administers those of Ruttunpour and
Sumbulpour, under him: though, I believe, with'lefs restraint
from his superior, than is-ordinarily imposed on governors of pro-
vinces. Ragojee, the father of the present Rajah of Berar, being a
descendant of Sevajee, the original founder of the Mahratta state,
the present rajah is therefore by descent, the lawful sovereign of
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the whole Mahratta state; the Poonah branch being extinct:* but-
it appears that he wisely prefers the peaceable pofsefsion of his own
territories, to risking the lofs of them, where the object is no more
than the nominal government of an empire, which even manifests.
symptoms of speedy difsolution. : - i

It is not likely that either of the Mahratta states will soon be-
come formidable to the other powers of Hindoostan. The eastern
state has not resources for it ; and as for the western, it cannot well
happen there, until some one of its chiefs has gained such an ascen-
dancy over the rest, as to re-unite that divided power, to which
the late confusions in their government gave birth. It requires
some length of time to reduce a feudal government to a simple mo-
narchical one: and till then, the western Mahratta state cannot be
formidable ; to the British power, at least. If Sindia proceeds with
his conquests to the north and west, and establishes a new empire
in Malwa, &c. this Mahratta state (the western) must be ex-
tinguished ; and such a new empire would, perhaps, prove more
formidable to Oude, and to the British interests, in consequence,
than any power we have beheld since the first establishment of the
British influence in India.

o Some believe that a rajah of Sevajee’s line is stiﬁ living; shut up in the fortrefs of Sat-
tarah. Is is certain that the new paishwahs go thither, to receive the investiture of their

office; as they were accustomed to do, in former times: whether such a rajah be in exis~
tence, or otherwise, is of no importance to the state, as matters are now constituted.
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ConQuEsTs of EuroPEAN POWERs, since the . Douwnfall of the

MocuL EMPIRE.

AMmonG the new powers that arose on the downfall of the Mo-
gul empire, we must not forget to mention the French and Eng-
lish. As for the Portuguese, their power had past its meridian
before this period : besides, their views being (apparently) confined
altogether to traffic, they wisely made choice of insular situa-
tions; such as Goa, Bombay, Salsette, Diu, &c.; and never ap-
pear to have pofsefsed any very considerable extent of territory,
although they kept on foot a large army of Europeans. The
Dutch system was nearly the same: and their prosperity, in a
great measure, grew out of the misfortunes of the Portuguese;
who having fallen under the dominion of Spain, became obnoxious
as well to the jealousy of rivalship, as to the revenge of the Hol-
landers. '

The French power was but of short duration, but remarkably
brilliant. It was a bright meteor, that dazzled at first, but which
soon burnt itself out, and left their East-India Company in utter
darknefs. It commenced during the government of M. Dupleix
at Pondicherry, in 1749.  The French having afsisted a soubah of
the Deccan in mounting the throne, attended his future steps with
an army, and established an influence in his councils that promised
to be permanent; but which vanished very early, by the mere’
breath of court intrigue: for while M. Bufsy, at the head of the
French army, was at Sanore, in the western quarter of the penin-
sula (in 1756), a quarrel with the minister of the soubah, effected
the dismifsion of the French. They were then compelled to retreat
through an enemy’s country for near goo miles, until they reached
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Hydrabad ; where they fortified themselves, and waited for a rein-_
forcement from Masulipatam, their nearest settlement ; which was
upwards of 200 miles from Hydrabad. Great ability was discovered
by M. Bufsy, on this memorable occasion: an account of which,
as well as of M. Bufsy’s warfare and negociations in general, will be
found at large, in Mr. Orme’s invaluable History of the Military
Transactions of the British Nation, in Hindoostan. At Hydrabad,
the quarrel was compromised: and the following year (1757) and
part of the next, was spent by M. Bufsy in reducing the refractory
rajahs, or zemindars, in the northern circars; and in afsisting the
soubah in the execution of his own plans. But in the midst of
these transactions, he was suddenly recalled into the Carnatic, by
M. Lally; who determined to collect the whole force of the French,
within that quarter: so that the soubah was left at full liberty to
accede to the proposals of the English. Lally was also accused
of being jealous of the fame of M. Bufsy.

The circars, the fruits of M. Bufsy’s wars and negoc1at|ons in
the Deccan (and which had been obtained in 1753), yet remained to
the French: but Colonel Clive, who was at this time Governor of
Bengal, with that promptitude and decision which so strongly
marked his character, seized on them, with a force from Bengal,
in 1759 ; although they were defended by a much superior force;
and the French were deprived of resources to carry on the war
in the Carnatic. So that Lally failed to accomplish the pur-
poses for which the French interest in the Deccan had been re-
linquished ; namely, that of expelling the English from the Car-
natic: for, on the contrary, the French not only lost_all their
pofsefsions in that quarter, but in every other part of India.
Thus, their political existence may be said to begin, in 1749;
and to end in 1761, by the capture of their principal settle-
ment, Pondicherry. They appear to have been the first Euro-~
pean power, that trained the natives of India to regular disci=

: n
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~pline;* as well as the first who set the example of acquiring terri-
torial pofsefsions, of any great extent, in India: in which they
have been so succefsfully followed by the English.
——————— - ——

THE expedition of the British troops into Tanjore, in 1749, was
the first warfare in which they were engaged, against the forces of
an Indian prince: and it proved unsuccefsful, as to its main object ;
which was, the restoration of a deposed king, or rather rajah, of
Tanjore, who had applied for afsistance to the governor of Fort St.
David. The price of this afsistance, was to be the fort and territory
of Devicottah, situated at the mouth of, the Coleroon, or principal
branch of the Tanjore river; and this fort, notwithstanding their
want of succefs in the cause of the deposed rajah, the Company’s
troops, aided by the fleet under Admiral Boscawen, took pofsefsion
of, after a short siege. In the following year they were called on,
by the circumstances of the times, to take part in the disputed suc-
cefsion to the nabobship of Arcot, in opposition to the French:
who (as has been before observed) had taken the lead, both in the
affairs of the Carnatic, and of the Deccan. We have also observed,
that Nizam-al-Muluck, soubah of the Deccan, had placed Anwar
o'dien in the nabobship of Arcot (in 1748); and that the death of
the same Nizam, in 1748, had occasioned a considerable change in
the politics of the Deccan ; in which the French engaged so deeply.
Chunda Saib was the person whom the French wished to raise to
the government of Arcot: and the expulsion of the family of
Anwar o'dien, was a necefsary step towards it. These contests,
which had been carried on with great credit to the British arms,
were put an end to, by the interference of the two East-India

* I am far from being well informed concerning the early history of the Portuguese in

India: but by a pafsage in Mr. Orme’s Historical Fragments, page 175, it would agpear that

they had not, in 1683, trained the natives to regular discipline. He says, ¢ The Viceroy of

¢« Goa took the field (against Sambajee, with 1200 Europeans, and 25,000 natives of bis own
territory.” From the confined limits of the Portuguese territories, we may conclude that
these were the ordinary inhabitants only.
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Companies, in Europe, in 1754: and Mahomed Ally, son of An-
" war o’dien (who had fallen in the course of the war), was left in
pofsefsion of the Carnatic: or, at least, of that portion of it which
had been recovered to him by the Britisharms. The particulars of
these wars will be found in Mr. Orme’s History, volume the first.

War breaking out in Europe in 1756, the truce was reduced to a
very short period. The first object of the British councils, was to
wrest the northern circars out of the hands of the French; in or-
der to deprive them of the means of paying their army. The se-
cond was to drive M. Bufsy’s force out of the Deccan, by means
of an alliance with the Nizam, or Soubah. Both of these projects
were at this time defeated ; the first by the miscarriage of dispatches
to India; the second, by the capture of Calcutta, the chief British
settlement in Bengal, in June, 1756: which induced the necefsity
of relinquishing every plan of hostility in the Deccan and Car-
natic, in order that a force might be spared, sufficient to accom-
plish the recovery of so important a settlement as Calcutta; on
which the whole trade to Bengal depended.

Aliverdy Cawn, Nabob of Bengal, died in 1756, and was suc-
ceeded by his grandson Surajah Dowlah. This young man either
was, or pretended to be, irritated at the conduct of the English
within his dominions; and was probably jealous of the rising
power of Europeans in general, in other parts of India. He deter-
mined to expel the English (at least) from Bengal : and accordingly
took their fort at Calcutta, and compelled those among them, who
were not made prisoners, to retire. In the following year, an ar-
manent from Madras, under Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive,
not only recovered the settlement of Calcutta, but brought the
nabob to terms. The sword, however, being thus drawn, no
permanent security could be expected on the side of the intruders,
unlefs supported by power: which could not be obtained, while a
nabob, inimical to their interests, pofsefsed the whole power of
the kingdom. Suspicions on both sides soon brought matters to a

ne
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crisis: and Jaffier Ally Cawn, an omrah in high trust and favour
with the nabob, was negociated with; and, on condition of their
afsisting him in his views towards the throne, engaged to be their
future ally and confederate; for, so much were matters changed by
the late efsay of their strength, and by the genius and good fortune
of Clive, that protection would ill exprefs the current expectation of
the British. The famous battle of Plafsey, fought in June, 1757;
and in which Jaffier aided the accomplishment of their wishes, by
standing neuter, laid the foundation of the future power of the
British nation in Bengal and Hindoostan. From that time they
became the arbiters of the succefsion of the nabobship of Bengal;
which speedily led to the pofsefsion of the powers of government:
for Cofsim Ally, who had been placed in the room of Jaffier, dis-
liking his situation, resolved to hazard a change at all events; and
this brought on a war, which ended in the expulsion of Cofsim,
and left the Bengal provinces in the pofsefsion of the English, who
restored Jaffier to the nabobship. He had been deposed, on a
charge of imbecility, in 1760, and was now restored, in 176g. Cos-
-sim retired to Sujah Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, and prevailed on him
to espouse his cause. Sujah had distinguished himself in the cele-
brated battle of Panniput, in 1761; and is reported to have had a
considerable share in turning the fortune of the day, at the very .
moment when victory inclined towards the Mahrattas. Whether
he over-rated his own talents for war, or mistook the military
character and resources of the British, he, however, engaged too
rashly in the war ; and the consequences were, a total defeat of
his forces, joined with Cofsim Ally’s, at Buxar, in 1764: and this
was followed by the lofs of all his territories, during that and the .
following year.

Those, whose belief has been staggered by the accounts of the
conquests made on the Indians and Persians, by the Grecian, Patan,
and Mogul armies, may reconcile their doubts by attending to tae
events of their own days; in -which a handful of French troops
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effected revolutions in the Deccan: and another of British, made
an entire conquest of Bengal, Bahar, and Oude, in little more than
two campaigns. Each of those conquerors, both ancient and
modern, after gaining certain advantages, pursued them by means
of levies raised in the conquered countries themselves; and thus
rendered the vanquished, subservient to the final reduction of their
own country. This was even the case of Alexander, who set out
with g5,000 men, and left India, with 120,000. Such measures
could only be pursued in countries, where the habit of changing
their governors, had rendered the governed indifferent to the
choice of them. Even the whole number of the combatants on
the side of the British, did not exceed 7000, at the battle of Buxar:
and of these 1200 might be Europeans. The battle of Plafsey was
gained with an army of about gooo men; of whom goo only were
Europeans.

Lord Clive, who reafsumed the government of Bengal, in 1765,
found matters in the state I have just represented. He seized the
opportunity of taking pofsefsion of the Bengal provinces; the Na-
bob Jaffier Ally having recently died ; and obtained from the nomi-
nal Mogul, Shah Aulum (who, together with his nominal vizier,
Sujah Dowlah, had, as before related, thrown themselves on the ge-
nerosity of the British); a grant of the duanny, or administration
of the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifsa; on condition of pay-
ing the Mogul 26 lacks of rupees per annum (260,0001.). Thusa
territory producing at that time, at least a million sterling, per an-
num, after every expence was defrayed, and containing at least
ten millions of inhabitants, was gained to the Company, on the side
of Bengal: together with the northern circars, valued at near half
a million more, and for which a grant was also obtained. Sujah
Dowlah had all his territories restored to him, except the pro-
vinces of Corah and Allahabad, which were retained for the Mo-
gul; together with the fortrefs of Allahabad, which was afsigned
to him, as a proper place of residence.
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Although the English were thus firmly and peaceably established
in Bengal, in 1765, yet within two years afterwards, they were
engaged in a very arduous contest in the peninsula, with Hyder
Ally, the sovereign of Mysore, leagued with the Nizam or Sou-
bah of the Deccan. Hyder’s history is now so well known to the
generality of readers in Europe, by means of the several publica-
tions that have lately appeared,* that it will be unnecefsary to
give any thing more than a short abstract of it, here.

Hyder Ally was a soldier of fortune, and the son of a person
who served in quality of Killadar, or governor of a small fortrefs,
to one of the kings of Mysore. He is said to have acquired the
rudiments of war in the French camps: and in the year 1753,
distinguished himself, as their auxiliary, in the plains of Tritchino-
poly. About ten years afterwards, being then at the head of the
Mysore army, he dethroned his sovereign, and governed under the
title of Regent. Soon after, he extended his dominions on every
side, the Carnatic excepted: the fine province of Bednore (or Bid-
danore) and the Patan nabobships of Cuddapah, Canoul, &c.
besides some Mahratta provinces towards the river Kistnah ; and the
country of the Nairs, and other small states on the Malabar coast,
were added to his original pofsefsions; until at last he was at the
head of a state, in extent equal to Great Britain, and producing a
grofs revenue of four millions sterling. The civil broils and revo-
lutions in the western Mahratta state, particularly in latter times,
allowed Hyder to aggrandize himself at its expence ; but he, never-
thelefs, received.some severe checks from that quarter. He was
not arrived at the height of his power, when the war between him
and the English broke out, in 1767: but his power was such
as to alarm his neighbours, and a resolution was taken to attack
him. The Mahrattas under Maderow, entered Hyder’s country
on the side towards Visiapour; and the Nizam, joined by a de-

¢ Capt. Robson's, and M. M, L. D T\.’s Lives of Hyder Ally, &c, &c.
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tachment of British troops, moved from Hydrabad towards the
frontier of Mysore, soon after. Hyder first contrived to buy off the
Mabhrattas with a large sum of money, and the restitution of some
of the places he had taken from them. Next, he negociated with
the Nizam, and had the addrefs, not only to detach him from the
English, but to draw him over to his party: so that the English
detachment was compelled by necefsity to retire to the Carnatic;
on the frontiers of which their grand army was now afsembling.
Besides the whimsical character of the Nizam, several other circum-
stances might conspire towards the determining him to act in the
manner he did. The grant of the northern circars, and the eman-
cipation of the Carnatic from any dependence on the Deccan, both
of which were obtained from the Mogul, by the English, could
not but be very mortifying to the Nizam; as having the appear-
ance of a forcible partition of his territories. The circars, however,
came into their hands (as we have seen) by conquest from the
French, to whom they were originally granted by a former soubah
of the Deccan: so that the grant from the Mogul was merely no-
minal: besides, the Nizam had been prevailed on to acquiesce in
the measure, by an offer on the part of the English, of five lacks
of rupees (50,000l.) per annum, by way of tribute or quit rent.
As to his superiority in the Carnatic, it had ever been nominal;
yet Hyder, who now meditated the conquest of it, was glad to
obtain from the Nizam, a grant, or sunnud, for the nabobship of
it: and from this time, at least, he considered Mahomed Ally as
his rival. It is proper to observe, that in the days of Mahomed
Ally’s distrefs, when he pofsefsed only a small part of the Carnatic,
he had engaged to cede the fortrefs of Tritchinopoly, a most im-
portant post in the southern division of it, to the king of Mysore,
for afsistance then afforded him: but this engagement never being
performed, Hyder, as might be expected, adopted the claims and
resentments of the prince, whose throne he had taken pofsefsion
of; and never lost sight of his title to Tritchinopoly. Had the
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engagemer.t been fulfilled, it would have had the effect of separat-
ing for ever, from the nabobship of the Carnatic, the provinces of
Tanjore, Madura, and the rest of the southern provinces.

The war that immediately followed, was productive of some
sharp battles on the common frontiers of the Carnatic and My-
sore: besides which, a strong detachment of the British army seized
on Hyder’s province of Coimbettore, a fertile district on the south
of Mysore, and commanding a ready way to Hyder’s capital,
Seringapatam. This was the first war in which the British arms
had met with any steady opposition from a prince of the country ;
for in the affair of Tanjore, in 1749, their arms were triumphant
in the end, by the taking of Devicottah, their proper object. The
war was continued with various succefs, during the year 1767,
1768, and part of 1769; when Hyder, with a strong detachment
of chosen troops, chiefly horse, giving the British army the slip,
came within seven miles of Madras, and dictated a peace to the
government of that place. This peace was disreputable to the
British councils only: since the hands of the Commander in Chief
(General Joseph Smith) were tied up, at the very moment, the
most favourable for striking a blow ; and when Hyder, fearing the
general’s approach, could purchase his security no other way than
by intimidating government into the measure of laying their com-
mands on the general, not to advance; by which measure he
might pofsibly have cut Hyder -and his detachment to pieces.

The Nizam, very early in the war, had been detached from
Hyder's alliance; chiefly by the strong measure of sending a de-
tachment from Bengal, into the heart of Golconda; which made
him tremble for his capital, Hydrabad. '

The peace left matters much in the same state as before the war:
and whatever credit Hyder might have gained by the conclusion of
it, was done away by the total defeat which he suffered, in 1771,
from the Mahratta army, within a few miles of his capital; into
which he escaped with great difficulty, with a small remnant of
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his army ; and afterwards defied the attacks of his numerous ene-
mies, who pofsefsed neither the skill, nor the ordinary requisites
for a siege. Hyder waited in patience, until the enemy by deso-
lating the country, were compelled to leave it. A few years of
peace not only restored matters to their former state, but improved
both his revenues and his army, to a degree beyond probability ;
and at the same time, the distractions that prevailed among the
Mahrattas, enabled him to extend his territories at their expence.
Such are the effects of firmnefs, perseverance, and economy.

It may be asked, how the Mahrattas, who are represented as so
inferior in point of discipline to Hyder’s troops, came to defeat
him? It is accounted for by the vast superiority in numbers of the
Mahratta army (chiefly horse), which surrounding Hyder’s troops,
cut off their supplies of provisions, and compelled them to retire
towards their capital; through an open country, the most favour-
able to the attacks of cavalry. Hyder’s army was formed into one
vast hollow square, and marched, closely surrounded by the Mah-
rattas; when the advanced front of the square making too hasty
a step, separated from the others; and the Mahrattas, pushing
through the openings thus made, threw Hyder’s whole army into
irreparable disorder.

We have spoken before concerning the treaty made with the Na-
bob of Oude, and the mutual advantages derived to both parties;
but particularly to the British, from the mode of defence adopted
for Oude, considering it as a common frontier to both states: as
also concerning the departure of the Mogul, in 1771 ; which threw
the Corah, &c. provinces, into the hands of Sujah Dowlah.

It may be supposed, that the opposition made to the Mahrattas,
when they attempted to take pofsefsion of those provinces in 1772,
must have created some disgust. Indeed the British government
had long considered the Mahrattas, in the general scope of their
designs, as inimical to its interests. In 1773, the Mahrattas crofsed
the Ganges to invade the Rohilla country. A brigade of the
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British army marched to the western frontier of that country, and
drove the Mahrattas acrofs the river. For this protection, the
Rohilla chiefs had stipulated to pay Sujah Dowlah forty lacks of
rupees (it must be observed that the British army moved, only as
his allies): but when this efsential service was perforimed, the pay-
ment of the money was evaded This breach of treaty led to the
invasion and conquest of the Rohilla country, the following year,
1774. A considerable tract of land in the Dooab, was also con-
quered from the Jats, and other adventurers; by which the boun-
dary of Oude was advanced westward within ¢5 miles of Agra;
north-westward, to the upper part of the navigable course of the
Ganges; and south-westward, to the Jumnah river. In the follow-
ing year (1775), on the death of Sujah Dowlah, and the accefsion
of his son Azuph, a new treaty was made with the British govern-
ment, by which the quantum of the subsidy for the use of the
brigade was increased ; and the province of Benares, which pro-
duced a clear revenue of 240,000l. per annum, was ceded to the
Company.

The war with the Poonah, or western Mahrattas, of which we
have already spoken (in page lxxxvii), occasioned the march of a
brigade acrofs the continent to the side of Bombay and Surat, in
1778-9. This is, perhaps, the most brilliant epoch of the British
military history in India. The brigade, which consisted of lefs
than 7000 men, all native troops, commanded by European offi-
cers, marched from the banks of the Jumnah to the western sea,
in despite of the Mahrattas, whose empire they traversed almost
the whole way. The French war breaking out at this time, and.
Hyder Ally expecting a communion of interests with the French,
he, in the autumn of 14780, broke into the Carnatic with 100,000
troops; and those, both of foot and horse, the very best of their
kind that had ever been disciplined by a native of India. His
succefs in cutting to pieces Col. Baillie’s detachment, and the
consequent retreat of the Carnatic army, occasioned the British
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interests in that quarter to be given up for lost, in the opinion of
most people in Europe. Happily, Mr. Hastings and Sir Eyre
Coote thought otherwise: and there was sent from Bengal, to the
relief of the Carnatic, a brigade of about 7000 men; together with
ample supplies of money and provisions.. Until the arrival of these
troops and supplies, the British pofsefsed nothing more in the Car-
natic, than the ground occupied by their camps and fortrefses.
Under Sir Eyre Coote, Hyder was succefsfully combated during
two campaigns; at the end of which (October, 1782) he found the
pofsefsion of his object, the Carnatic, at so great a distance, that he
appeared to be sincerely desirous of peace. So vast an army as he
brought into the field, could not long be supported in it, by the
revenues of Mysore alone; and the Carnatic was quite exhausted.
Anticipation of revenue in Asiatic governments, has an immediate
- destructive effect; and cannot often be repeated. Hyder therefore
saw the necefsity of quitting his ambitious projects; and probably
would never have pursued them, had he not expected a more early
and effectual co-operation on the side of the French; with whose
afsistance he hoped to effect our expulsion, in a campaign or two.
But he became, perhaps, more jealous of the French than of the
English ; and had the peace of Paris left the Carnatic in his hands,
instead of Mahomed Ally’s, the French would eventually have been
on a worse footing than they are now likely to be: for he cer-
tainly never intended that they should afsume any character in it,
beyond that of merchants; although their object was the obtain-
ing of a territorial revenue; without which, they well know, no
European power can easily effect any thing against another, already
in pofsefsion of one. In this disposition of mind, Hyder died soon*

* The character of the late Hyder Ally appearing to me to be but little understood in this
part of the world, I have ventured to attempt an outline of it. I-_l:s mllnar)_' ;ugcefs, foundgd
on the improvement of discipline; attention to merit of every kind; couciliation of the dif-
ferent tribes that served under his banners; contempt of state and ceremony, except'what
naturally arose from the dignity of his character; and his consequent economy in personal
expences (the different habits of which, form the chief distinction of what is called Character
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after; and was succeeded by his son Tippoo, who seemed deter--
mined to prosecute the war. It was supposed that -an attack of
Tippoo’s provinces, on the west of India, would, by giving an
immediate entry into the most valuable part of his dominions, draw
him from the Carnatic: and although there could be little doubt of
its producing this effect, yet that part of the plan, which regarded
the retreat, or security of the troops afterwards, does not appear
to have been so well concerted.” The deplorable end of this de-
tachment,* which was commanded by General Matthews, is too
well known. At last, Tippoo finding that the Mahrattas, his
natural enemies, were at peace with the English, and consequently
at liberty to pursue their ancient enmities; and moreover that the
French had left him ; he condescended, though reluctantly, to make
peace: and matters were restored nearly to the condition they
were in, before the commencement of hostilities. This peace was
signed in March, 1784, at Mangalore. '

During the whole course of Sir Eyre Coote’s warfare with
Hyder Ally, it appeared, that nothing decisive could be accom-
plished, while the latter pofsefsed so large a body of excellent ca-
valry, together with draught cattle so superior to ours, that his
guns were always drawn off, and their retreat covered, although
his army was beaten. The inconveniences arising from the want
of a sufficient body of cavalry, may, perhaps, be incurable; but
with early and proper attention, we might surely have our choice
of draught cattle. :

among ordinary princes) together with his minute attention to matters of finance, and the
regular payment of his army; all these together, raised Hyder as far above the princes of
" Hindoostan, as the great qualities of the late Prufsian monarch raised him above the gene-
rality of European princes: and hence I have ever considered Hyder as the FrEperICK
of the East. Cruelty was the vice of Hyder: but we are to consider that Hyder’s ideas of
mercy, were regulated by an Asiatic standard; and it is not improbable that he might rate
his own character for moderation and clemency, as far above those of Tamerlane, Nadir
Shah, and Abdalla, as he rated his discipline above theirs.

Sir Eyre Coote survived Hyder only about five months. It is a remarkable circumstance
that the commanders in chief of two armies, opposed to each other, should both die natural
deaths, within so short a space of time.

*® In April, 1783.
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We have slightly mentioned a general confederacy of the powers
of Hindoostan, against the British. The Nizam or Soubah of the
Deccan, having taken disgust at the conduct of the Madras govern-
ment towards him, in 1779; determined on a very deep revenge.
This was no lefs than to engage all the principal powers of Hin-
doostan and the Deccan to join in a confederacy to expel the British.
The Poonah Mahrattas were already engaged, and Hyder prepar-
ing; there remained the Nizam himself, and the Berar Mahratta.*
Each party was to pursue a particular scheme of attack, suited to
his local position and means. Hyder was of course, to attack the
Carnatic: the Nizam, the circars: the Poonah Mahrattas were to
keep the Guzerat army, under Goddard, employed ; and the Berar
Mabhratta was to invade and lay waste the Bengal and Bahar pro- |
vinces. It has been the fate of most of the grand confederacies
that we meet with in history, that they have terminated rather in
mutual blame, than mutual congratulation. The truth is, that
they are seldom, if ever, pursued with the same unity of action,
and energy, that are displayed by single states. Some are more
deeply interested than others: one fears that another will be too
much aggrandized ; and a third is compelled to take part, contrary
to his wishes. In the present case, the Poonah Mahratta and
Hyder were each pursuing their proper, original plans, which had
no reference to the particular object of the confederacy: the pro-
jector (the Nizam) had probably no intention ever to act at all:
and the Berar Mahratta, appeared to act on compulsion: for al-
though the Berar army did march, it was contrived that it should
never arrive at the projected scene of action. Be it as it will, it
was an awful moment for the British interests in India. The speedy
pacification of the Nizam, and the money advanced to the Berar
army at Cattack (call it by what denomination we may, subsidy, or

* It has been said, that Nudjuff Cawn, who in latter times erected for himself a princi-
ality in the soubah of Agra, made a fifth party in this confederacy. Of this circumstance,
¥ am not sufficiently informed.
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loan) were means very opportunely used by the Bengal govern-
ment. Indeed the whole conduct of the war was such as reflected
the highest honour on that government: and when we succefsively
were made acquainted with the news of the capitulation of the
whole Bombay army in 17%79; of the total annihilation of the
flower of the Madras army in 1780; the approach of the Berar
army towards Bengal in 1781 (which seemed to preclude all pofsi-
bility of relieving the Carnatic by a brigade from Bengal), together
with the grand confederacy: I say, when the news of all these
misfortunes and threatening appearances reached Europe, every
one had made up his mind to the certain lofs of some capital settle-
ment, or to the mutiny of one of the grand armies, for want of
pay: and many persons thought that they saw the total destruction
of the British influence and power in India. How then were we
surprised, to find, that notwithstanding all these miscarriages, we
were able, soon after, not only to face, but to seek the enemy in
every quarter: and to hear of victories gained by the British armies,
when we expected that even the very ground they fought on, had
been abandoned to our enemies! '

The establishment of the British power in the Mogul empire,
has given a totally different aspect to the political face of that
country, from what it would have worn, had no such power ever
existed. No one can doubt that the Mahrattas, had they been left
to pursue their plans of conquest, would have acquired Corah and
Allahabad in 1772, as well as the Rohilla country in 177g: and
afterwards they might have over-run, at their leisure, the province
of Oude, and its dependencies. The British interference prevented
this. On the other hand, Hyder might have kept pofsefsion of the
Carnatic. Some may be tempted to ask whether Hyder might not
be as good a sovereign as Mahomed Ally; or the Mahrattas, as-
Azuph Dowlah? Whatsoever may be the answers to these ques-
tions, they have no reference to the British politics; which require
that Hyder or Tippoo, should not pofsefs the Carnatic, in addition to
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Mysore: and that the Mahrattas should not pofsefs Oude, or Ro-
hilcund. '

I believe there are many who think that the British might have
extended their pofsefsions in Hindoostan, ad libitum : however, one
of the greatest of our Indian statesmen, Lord Clive, thought that
the Bengal provinces and the circars, together with a moderate
tract of land round Madras,* and the island of Salsette, near Bom-
bay, were fully equal to the measure of good policy, and to our
powers of keeping pofsefsion. Nor have his succefsors acted other-
wise: for our wars since his time, have not been wars of conquest
for ourselves; though erroneously represented as such. The late
war in India may convince such persons, as require conviction on
the subject, that conquests made either on Tippoo, or the Mah-
rattas, could not be preserved with such an army as the revenues
of the conquered tracts would support. We got pofsefsion of Ben-
gal and the circars, under circumstances particularly favourable:
such as may never occur again.

The Bengal provinces which have been in our actual pofsefsion
near 23 years (that is, from the year 1765, to the present, 1788),
have, during that whole period, enjoyed a greater share of tran-
quillity than any other part of India; or indeed, than those pro-
vinces had ever experienced since the days of Aurungzebe. During
the above period of 2g years, no foreign enemy has made any in-
cursion into any part of them, nor has any rebellion happened in
any of the provinces (the very inconsiderable one of the zemin-
dar of Jungleterry, in 1774, excepted).{t Previous to the estab-
lishment of our influence, invasions were frequent, particularly
by the Mahrattas: and one province or other was ever in rebel-
lion; owing to a want of energy in the ruling power; an ill paid,

® That is, the Carnatic being already the property of another. No one can doubt but that -
it would be more for our advantage to have the largest part of the Carnatic in our own
hands, than in thos: of Mahomed Ally; although the whole revenue of it should be laid
out in its defeace. But the Carnatic is our weak side, in more respects than one.

+ The province of Benares, in which a rebellion happened in 1781, is distinct from the
Bengul provinces. It was ceded to the British, as has been observed above, in 1775.
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and mutinous army; or an excefs of delegated power. Those
who know what miseries are brought on a country, by its being
the seat of war, will know how to appreciate the value of such a
blefsing, as that of having the horrors of war removed to a distance
from our habitations. There are, doubtlefs, evils that are inse-
parable from the condition of a tributary state, where the supreme -
ruling power resides at the distance of half the circumference of
the globe: but these are, I hope, amply balanced by the- advan-
tages of military protection: and it is a fact not to be controverted,
that the Bengal provinces have a better government, and are in a
better state, as to agriculture and manufactures, than any other
of the Asiatic countries, China alone excepted. But this state is
doubtlefs very susceptible of improvement, ‘even under a despotic
government: though it unfortunately happens, that the grand
object for which the Bengal provinces are held, militates against
the ease and happinefs of their: inhabitants: for there can be no
inducement to increase a national income for the purpose of finally
enriching another nation.

The state into which Hindoostan has fallen, since the downfall
of the Mogul empire, is materially different from what it was, be-
fore it was united under the Mahomedan conquerors. It was then
parcelled out into several moderate kingdoms, which appear to
have preserved a degree of balance among themselves: but now,
Hindoostan and the Deccan may be said to consist of six principal
states, which hold as tributaries, or feudatories, all the inferior
ones; of which there are many. The reader will not be at a lofs
to know that the two Mahratta states, the Nizam, Tippoo, the
Seiks, and the British, are those I mean: for whatever verbal dis-
tinctions may be made, a compulsive alliance is at least a depen-
dant, if not in fact, a tributary situation.

I have ran over the events of the late war in India, with a bre-
vity which may probably be deemed censurable, considering their
importance and variety. But I reflected that the accounts of those
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events are in every body’s hands; and that every day produces
some fresh matter, illustrative of them. The history of events
that have happened, and that have also been recorded, in our own
times, may be referred to, by the aid of memory ; their connexion
or dependency traced; and their chronology ascertained: but it
was necefsary to bring the events of a remoter period more with-
in the view of the reader; the public records of those times being
lefs copious, as the scenes recorded were lefs interesting to public
curiosity.
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GEeoGRAPHICAL Division of HINDOOSTAN, into PROVINCES or
STATES. ‘

T following account is divided into two parts: the first of
which, contains the provincial division of the empire under the
Moguls, so far as the particulars have come to my knowledge; the
other contains the present division of it, into independent states,
of very unequal extent and power. It will not be expected that
the revenues or military force of those states, should be, in gene-
ral, well ascertained; or that the exact relation in which many
of the inferior provinces stand, to the more powerful ones in their
neighbourhood, should be correctly known: since the knowledge
requisite for such a detail, can only be collected from persons who
have had opportunities either of making the proper inquiries on
the spot, or of consulting such documents as have received the
sanction of authority. In some instances, it has been found im-
pofsible to resort to authorities of this kind: as there are large
tracts within this widely extended country, which no European
of character (as far as I have heard) has visited, of late years.

.-To this may be added, that the changes are so frequent, that the
progrefs of inquiry and information would scarcely keep pace
with them, throughout the whole region.
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AcBar’s DivisioN of HINDOOSTAN.

I SHALL not attempt to trace the various fluctuations of boun-
dary that took place in this empire, since the zra of the Mahome-
dan conquests, according as the seat of government was removed
from Ghizni to Lahore, to Delhi, or to Agra, as suited the politics
of the times. It is sufficient for my purpose that I-have already
imprefsed on the mind of the reader, an idea that the provinces of
Hindoostan proper have seldom continued under one head, during
a period of twenty succefsive years, from the earliest history, down
to the reign of Acbar, in the 16th century: and that Malwa, Agi-
mere, Guzerat, Bengal, &c. were in turn independent; and that
sometimes the empire of Delhi was confined within the proper
limits of the province of that name. '

During the long reign of Acbar in the 16th century, the internal
regulation of the empire was much attended to. Inquiries were
set on foot, by which the revenue, population, produce, religion,
arts, and commerce of each individual district, were ascertained ; as
well as its extent and relative position. Most of these interesting
and useful particulars, were, by Abul Fazil, collected into a book
called the AYIN ACBAREE,* or INsTiTuTEs of AcBaRr; and -
which, to this day, forms an authentic register of these matters.
Acbar began by dividing HiNDoOSTAN PROPER into eleven soubahs+
or provinces, some of which were in extent equal to large

* It is with pleasure I inform the reader, that an English translation of the whole Ay.u:
AcBAREE has heen made, and published in Bengal, by Mr. Gladwin; and was begun under
the patronage of Mr. Hastings; to whose munificence, and attention to useful literature, the
world will be indebted for the mcans of accefs to a most valuable repository of intelligence
respecting the former state of Hindoostan.

An account of the contents of the Ayin Acbaree, will be found at the end of Mr. Fraser’s
History of Nadir Shah. Catalogue of Oriental MSS. page 12.

+ It is probable that Acbar might have changed the boundaries of some of the old sou-

bahs, by adding or taking away certain circars, by way of rendering each province more
compact, and the provincial capital more centrical to the several parts of it.

P2
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European kingdoms. The soubahs were again divided into cir-
cars, and these sub-divided into purgunnabs. If I was to apply
English names to these divisions, I should style them kingdoms
(or vice-royalties), counties, and hundreds.* The names of the
eleven soubahs were Lahore, Moultan (including Sindy), Agimere,
Delhi, Agra, Oude, Allahabad,4 Bahar, Bengal, Malwa, and
Guzerat.? A 12th soubah, that is, Cabul, was formed out of
the countries contiguous to the western sources of the Indus, and
included Candahar and Ghizni; and three new ones were erected
out of the conquests in the Deccan: viz. Berar, Candeish, and
Amednagur; in all fifteen.

A slight inspection of the map will afford more information
concerning the relative position of these soubahs to each other,
and to the adjacent countries, than whole sheets of writing. It
may be necefsary, however, to make a few remarks on the boun-
daries of those soubahs that bordered on the Deccan, in order to
understand the extent of the new conquests.

Guzerat, then, extended southward to Damaun, where it touched
on the district of Baglana, a division of Amednagur.

Malwa extended to the south of the Nerbuddah river; and an
angle of it touched on Baglana and Candeish on the south-west and
south, and on Berar on the east. The Nerbuddah formed the rest
of the southern boundary of Malwa, and also of Allahabad. The
government of Bengal extended to Cattack|| and along the river
Mahanuddy; but the soubah of Orifsa appears not to have been
formed at that time.

Of the newly erected soubahs in the Deccan, Candeish§ the
smallest of them, occupies the space between Malwa on the north,
Berar on the east, and Amednagur on the west and south.

*® Few circars are of lefs extent than the largest English counties.

+ Called also Illahabad. . :

1 Guzerat is by some of the Hindoos considered as lying without the limits of Hindoostan,
Vide Berar Rajah’s letters.

Hi Called also Cuttack.

§ Named by Acbar, DanDE1sH, in honour of Prince Danial; but at present it bears its
old name.
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Berar, according to the present definition, has Allahabad and
Malwa on the north ; Candeish and Amednagur on the west; Tel-
lingana and Golconda on the south; and Orifsa on the east. I
apprehend that only the western parts of Berar were reduced by
Acbar. ' '

Amednagur,* the southmost of Acbar’s soubahs, had Candeish
and Malwa on the north; the Gatte, or Balagat mountains on the
west ; Bejapour (or Visiapour) and Tellingana on the south; and
Berar on the east. The limits of this soubah (Amednagur) are not
defined in the Ayin Acbaree ; and as Acbar had wars in the Deccan
during almost his whole reign, it may be supposed that its limits
" were perpetually fluctuating.

Tellingana, which in the Ayin Acbaree is called a circar of
Berar, was pofsefsed only in part by Acbar. Tellingana, of which
Warangole -+ was the capital, comprehended the tract lying be-
tween the Kistnah and Godavery rivers, and east of Visiapour (an-
swering to the modern province of Golconda): and was probably in
more early times, an extensive kingdom ; as the Tellinga language
is said to be in use, at present, from the river Pennar in the Carnatic,
to Orifsa, along the coast; and inland to a very considerable dis-
tance.

Thus we have a standard for the geographical division of Hin-
doostan proper, in the time of Acbar; but for the Deccan in gene-
ral, no authority on record has ever come to my knowledge. It
appears that Acbar reduced the western side of it, as far down as
the 18th degree of north latitude: and under his succefsors, the
remainder of it, together with the peninsula, as we have already
seen, was either entirely subjected, or rendered tributary to the
throne of Delhi (the mountainous tracts held by the Mahrattas,

* The capital of this soubah being originally established at the city of Amednagur, it
gave name to the whole province, but the name of the fortrefs of Dowlatabad has in turn su-
perseded it. In like manner the name of Tellingana has now given way to that of Golconda.

+ Called Arinkill by Ferishta. The rampart of this place can still be traced, and shews

that it must have been a place of vast extent.
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excepted ), and formed into one government under the name of the
DEeccan;* which name, in its most extensive signification, in-
cludes the whole peninsula south of Hindoostan proper. However,
in its ordinary acceptation, it means only the countries situated be-
tween Hindoostan proper, the Carnatic, and Orifsa; that is, the
provinces of Candeish, Amednagur, Visiapour, Golconda, and the
western part of Berar. When the Mogul empire was extended to
its utmost limits, by the addition of this vast province, its annual
revenue exceeded g2 millions of pounds sterling:+ and to enable
the reader to make a just estimation of its absolute value, it is neces-
sary to repeat, that the products of the earth are about four times
as cheap in Hindoostan, as in England.

* I do not mean to insinuate that the country in question firs¢ obtained its name of Dec-
cax, under the succefsors of Acbar: on the contrary, it has been so distinguished from

the earliest times. It signifies the SouTH; as Poorun does the East, when applied to
Bengal and its dependencies.

+ Mr. Fraser, in his Life of Nadir Shah, states the revenues of the provinces under Au-
rungzebe, as follows:

Lacks of Rurxzs Lacke of Rurrzs
Delhi - - - - 3 5% Orifsa - - - - 36
Agra - - - - 286 Cabul, and Cashmere - - 97%
Agimere - - - - 163  Malwa - - - - 101
Moultan - - - - 54  Guzerat - - - 152
Sindy - - - - 23 Berar - - - - 1533
Lahore, or Panjab - - 2061  Candeish - - - 112
Oude .- - - 8ci - Dowlatabad, or Amednagur - 259
Allahabad - - - 114 - Beder - - - - 93
Bengal * - - - 131 Hydrabad, or Golconda - - a278%
Bahar - - - - 1014  Visiapour - - - 269;,

ToTtar—30 crores, 18 lacks of Sicca rupees, or about 32 millions of pounds sterling.

* Bengal is rated in the Ayin Acbaree (towards the close of the 16th century) at 1493
lacks; in Sujah Cawn’s nabobship, A. D. 1727, at 142%; and in 1778, at 197 lacks, net
revenue.
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PRESENT DivisioNn of HINDOOSTAN.

HavinG given this very general idea of the original division of
India, I shall next endeavour to convey an idea of the present di-
vision of it, as far as respects. the principal states, or the powers
that have appeared on the political theatre, since the establish-
ment of the British influence. \

The British nation pofsefs, in full sovereignty, the whole sou-
bah of Bengal, and the greatest part of Bahar; I say the greatest
part, because it appears that there are several purgunnahs on the
south-west of Little Nagpour, that were formerly clafsed as be-
longing to Bahar, but are now in the pofsefsion of the Mahrat-
tas.* In Orifsa, they pofsefs only the districts of Midnapour, the
rest being entirely in the hands of the Mahrattas and their tribu-
taries. These pofsefsions contain about 150,000 square British
miles of land; to which, if we add the district of Benares, the
whole will be 162,000 ;-4 that is, 30,000 more than are contained
in Great Britain and Ireland: and near eleven millions of inha-

® This circumstance was ascertained by the late Colonel Camac.

+ The following is an account of {nearly) the quantity of land contained in the countries
subject to the British government, and to the British allies, in Hindoostan.

BriTisH Possessions.

Bengal, Bahar, and part of Onfsa - 149,217

Benares, &c. - - - 12,761

Northern Circars - - - 17,508

%aghire in the Carnatic - - 2,436

ombay and Salsette - - - 200 Square British miles.
— 182,122
BriTisH ALLIES.

Oude, Allahabad, and Corah - - 33,770

Rohikuad, and Fyzoohh Cawn s - 11,036

Doo~Ab - - - 8,480
—_— 53,286

Carnatic in general - - - 41,650

Tanjore - - - 4350
—— 46,000

Torar - 281,408
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bitants. The total net revenue, including Benares, is at present
about 287 lacks of Sicca rupees, which may be reckoned equal to
3,050,000. In this calculation, every branch of the revenue is
included; such as the profits arising from salt and opium, the
customs, &c.: and the amount of the charges attending the col-
lection of the revenues, and the stipend to the Nabob of Bengal,
&c. are deducted: the whole amount of the grofs revenue being
8,790,000l.  The subsidy from the Nabob of Oude is not taken
into this account.* .

* The following is nearly the state of the Company’s receipts and disbursements at the
present time, reduced to sterling money: the Sicca rupee being valued at 2s, 14d.

BengaL.
L.
Land revenue of Bengal and Bahar, 1786 - 2,800,000
Benares revenue, clear - 380,000
Oude subsidy - . 420,000
Customs, mint, &c. clear of charges . - 120,000
Salt revenue, - ditto - - 430,000
Opium - - - - 60,000
4,210,000
Deduct charges of collection of the revenues of
Bengal and Bahar, nabob’s stipend, &c. - 740,000
Military charges on the Company’s, and on the
nabob’s account - 1,410,000
Civil establishment, marine, and fortlﬁcauons - 390,000 Net revenue.
————e—m 2,540,000
1,670,000
Mabpras.
Land revenue, the northern Circars included - 725,000
Carnatic subsidy - - - - 160,000
Tanjore ditto - - - - 160,000
Customs, &c. - - - - - 25,000 -
—————— 1,070,000
Deduct military charges on the Company s and
nabob’s account - - - 770,000
Charges of collecting the revenues - - 85,000
Civil establishment, fortifications, &c. - - 130,000
’ 985,000
85,000

- - —

Total net revenue at Bengal and Madras 1,755,000

At Bombay the disbursements exceed the receipts, by about 300,000
And at Bencoolen (on the island of Sumatra) the annual
charges are about - - - - 50,000

—_— 350,000

Total of net revenue in India £ 1,405,000

It appears that the aggregate sum of the territorial revenue of the East-India Company,
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The natural situation of Bengal is singularly happy with respect
to security from the attacks of foreign enemies. On the north and
east it has no warlike neighbours; and has, moreover, a formidable
barrier of mountains, rivers, or extensive wastes, towards those
quarters; should such an enemy start up. . On the south is a sea-
coast, guarded by shallows and impenetrable woods, and with only
one port (and even that of difficult accefs), in an extent of three
hundred miles. It is on the west only, that any enemy is to be ap-
prehended, and even there the natural barrier is strong ; and with
its population and resources, aided by the usual proportion of Bri-
tish troops,* in addition to the Sepoy establishment, Bengal might
bid defiance to all that part of Hindoostan, which might find itself
inclined to become its enemy. Even in case of invasions, the
country beyond the Ganges would be exempt from the ravages of
war, and furnish supplies for the general defence. But, with the
whole revenue in our pofsefsion, the seat of war will probably be
left to our own choice.

The late Nabob of Oude, Sujah Dowlah, pofsefsed, at the time
when he first became an ally of the East-India Company, the
whole soubah of Oude, and the greatest part of Allahabad; to
which, in 1774, were added the eastern parts of Delhi and Agra,
till that time pofsefsed by a tribe of Afghan Rohillas, and by the
Jats. The zemindary of Benares, which includes also the circars
of Gazypour and Chunar, constituted a part of the dominions of

together with the customs, salt, &c. is equal to 4,640,0001. per annum. The subsidies from
the Nabobs of Oude, and the Carnatic; and the Rajah of Tanjore, are, of course, not in-
cluded in this sum. The Company’s military establishment in India, in time of peace, is
about 10,000 Europeans, and §2,000 regular Sepoy infantry. It appears also, that the sum
fotal of the sales o?;:)ast-lndia and China merchandise, imported into this kingdom in one
year, has amounted to five millions and a 3uarter sterling. Considering the magnitude of
the sums, in the above statement, one is led to suppose that such an imperium in imperio,
as the English East-India Company, never before existed: or, at least, never was created,
without much greater afsistance from the collective strength and resources of the state, in
which it was comprised, than this Company has ever received. . .

® It may appear paradoxical to some persons, but I am really of opinion that it is
pofsible to have too great a proportion of European troops, to Sepoys, in our Indian settle-
ments.

q
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Oude until the year 14775, when its tribute or quit rent of twenty-
four lacks (since increased to forty), was transferred to the English.
This zemindary, which was lately in the hands of Cheet Sing,
occupies the principal part of the space between Bahar and Oude,
so that only a small part of the territory of the latter, touches
Bahar on the north-west.

The dominions of Oude lie on both sides of the Ganges, occu-
pying (with the exception of Fizoola Cawn’s district of Rampour)
all the flat country between that river and the northern mountains,
as well as the principal part of that fertile tract lying between the
Ganges and Jumnah, known by the name of Dooab,* to within
forty miles of the city of Delhi. In short, the British nation,
with their allies and tributaries, occupy the whole navigable course
of the Ganges, from its entry on the plains, to the sea; which, by
its winding course, is more than 1350 British miles.

The dimensions of Oude, and its dependencies, may be reckoned
860 British miles in length from east to west,and in breadth from
150 to 180: and their area is about one-third part of that of the
Bengal provinces; being to each other in the proportion of 53 to
162. Generally speaking, the whole territory is one continued
plain; and is a continuation of that extensive level valley through
which the Ganges, and its branches, take their course. It is,
moreover, the-central part of the ancient kingdom or empire of
the Prasit.  The capital city is Lucknow, situated on the river
Goomty ; and about 650 miles from Calcutta. _

The present Nabob of Oude, Azuph Dowlah, succeeded his
father, Sujah Dowlah, in 1775. He is in alliance with the Bri-
tish power; and a brigade of the Bengal army is constantly stas
tioned on his western frontier: thereby answering the purposes of
covering Oude as well as Bengal; and of keeping the western

® Dooab, or Doabah, signifies a tract of land formed by the approximation and junction
:;f tw]o) rivers: that formed by the Ganges and Jumnah rivers is called by way of eminence
HE Dogas.
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states in awe. It is advanced about 100 miles beyond Lucknow.
The whole expence of it is paid by the Nabob of Oude, by a sti-
pulated sum, under the name of a subsidy. [See note, page cxiv.]

The grofs revenues of the dominions of Oude are reckoned to be
about two millions and a half sterling: of which the new acquisi-
tions of Rohilcund, Corah, and other parts of the Dooab, are more
than one million. The military establishment, including the
troops employed in the collection of the revenues, is from 50 to
60 thousand men: but very few indeed of these, deserve the name
of regular troops.

Fizoolah Cawn, a Rohilla chief, pofsefses the district of Ram-
pour, situated at the foot of the northern mountains: and although
included in Rohilcund, yet this territory was secured to him by
the treaty of Loldong, in 1774. It is valued at go lacks of rupees*
per annum: but he is in effect tributary to Qude, by being bound
to furnish his quota towards an establishment for the common -
defence. ’

Contiguous to the western bank of the Ganges, and surrounded
by the dominions of Oude, is a small district belonging to a chief
of the Patan Rohilla tribe. It is generally denominated from its
capital town, Furruckabad: and is little more than go miles in
extent.

On the south-west side of the Jumnah, and separated from it by
a narrow tract of low country, is the territory named Bundela, or
Bundelcund, inhabited by a tribe of Rajpoots, but deemed inferior
to their brethren of Agimere. Bundelcund is surrounded by the
dominions of Oude, Benares, and the Mahrattas: and was for-
merly subject to a rajah of the name of Hindooput: but is now
chiefly divided among his sons, or their descendants. It isa moun-
tainous tract of more than 100 miles square: and contains the

® The reader may with ease reduce any sum in rupees, to sterling, by calculating roundly,
at the rate of a lack of rupees to ten thousand pounds.
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celebrated diamond mines of Panna,* or Purna, together with some
strong fortrefses; among which, Callinger is the principal. It is
subject to the depredations of the Mahrattas: and has of late years
been attempted by Madajee Sindia; who, however, could not make
himself master of the principal fortrefses ; and in consequence aban-
doned the open country. The ancient limits of Bundelcund were
much more extensive than the present; extending much further
towards the Nerbuddah river. Chatterpour is reckoned the ca-
pital.

The territories of Adjidsing are contiguous to Bundelcund, on
the west; to the Mahrattas on the south, and south-west ; and to
the Benares territory on the east. Their whole extent, including
some tributary zemindars on the south-east, may be about equal
to Bundelcund: and, like that, subject to the occasional depreda-
tions of the Mahrattas. Rewah, or Rooah, is reckoned the capi-
tal ; and lies on the great road between Benares and Nagpour. We
know but little concerning the geography of the remote parts of
this tract: nor are the boundaries well defined. The river Soane
flows through it, in its course to the Bahar province.

Shah Aulum, the nominal emperor, or Great Mogul, of whom
we have fully spoken in the historical part of this Introduction, is
now a mere pensioner in the hands of Madajee Sindia: who, not-
withstanding, appoints him a residence at Delhi.

The Jats, Jates, or Jetes, were a tribe of Hindoos, who long .
since the death of Aurungzebe, erected a state in the provinces of
Agra and Delhi. They at last fixed their capital at the city of
Agra; and appear to have pofsefsed a tract of country, along both
sides of the Jumnah river, from the neighbourhood of Gwalior, to
that of Delhi; in length about 160 miles, and 50 broad. Col.
Dow, in 1770, estimated their revenue { perhaps extravagantly) at
200 lacks of rupees; and their force at 6o or 70,000 men. This

* Ptolemy’s Panafsa, seems to be meant for Panna.
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nation is traced by P. Wendell from the countries lying between
the S E confines of Moultan and Gohud. It is certain that Ta-
merlane made war on a people called the Getes, in his march from
Batnir to Samanah. Nudjuff Cawn, about 14, years ago, dispos-
sefsed the Jats of all their country, save the very confined territory
of Bhartpour. Madajee Sindia has, in turn, stripped Nudjuff
Cawn’s succefsors of these conquests ; which are now scarcely worth
pofsefsing, although 2o or 21 years ago, under Soorage Mull, th\ey
ranked amongst the most flourishing provinces of Hindoostan.
It.will be perceived that the Jats no longer exist, as a nation:
all that remains to Runjet Sing, the son of Soorage Mull, being
the fort of Bhartpour, or Burratpour, situated about 45 miles on
the west of Agra, with a small territory of 4 or 5 lacks of rupees.
The Rajah of Gohud is of the Jat tribe, but unconnected with
Runjet Sing.
- The late Nudjuff Cawn, whom we have just mentioned, is an in-

stance, among others, of the very sudden rise and fall of the mo-
dern states of Hindoostan. From the condition of a minor jag-
hiredar, and the commander in chief of the imperial army, after
the return of the present Mogul, to Delhi, it 1771; he became,
in the course of 7 or 8 years, the pofsefsor of a domain, yielding
150 lacks of rupees annually; and kept up an establishment of
80,000 troops of all denominations; in which were included 23
regular battalions of Sepoys. His conquests were on the Jats, the
Rajah of Jyenagur, and the Rajah of Macherry (which last had
reduced a considerable part of the Mewat); and in 1774, he be-
came pofsefsed of the city of Agra. No vestige of this greatnefs
has remained for several years past. His empire, in a manner, died
with him: and Madajee Sindia pofsefses most of it at this time.
This brings us to the subject of MEwaAT, which is the hilly and
woody tract lying on the SW of Delhi, and on the west of Agra;
confining the low country along the western side of the Jumnah
river, to a (comparatively) narrow slip, and extending westwards,
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about 130 B. miles. In length from north to south, it may be go
miles. This tract is remarkable, in that, although it is situated in
the heart of the empire of Hindoostan; that is, within 25 miles of
its former capital, Delhi, its inhabitants have ever been charac-
terized as the most savage and brutal: and their chief employment,
robbery and plundering. We have mentioned in page xlix, the
severities practised on them in the 1gth century. At the present
time, Mewat is so famous a nursery for thieves and robbers, that
parties of Mewatti are taken into pay by the chiefs of upper Hin-
doostan, for the purpose of distrefsing the countries which are made
the seat of warfare. In Acbar’s division, this tract made a part of
each of the soubahs of Delhi and Agra: but most of it was included
in the latter. Mewat contains some strong fortrefses, on steep,
or inaccefsible hills; among which is Alwar, or Alvar, the citadel
of the Macherry Rajah. It has changed masters very often, during
the contests between its native rajahs (or kanzadeh), and the Jats,
the Rajah of Joinagur, Nudjuff Cawn, and Madajee Sindia; and
between these powers succefswe]y Sindia has made a considerable
progrefs in the reduction of it.

Bordering on the north of Mewat, and approaching with its
eastern limit within 24, miles of Delhi, is a tract 8o or go miles in
length, and from go to 40 broad, named Little Ballogistan: its
ancient Hindoo name was Nardeck. Within the present century,
and most probably since the rapid decline of the Mogul empire,
this territory was seized on by the Balloges, or Balloches; whose
proper country adjoins to the western bank of the Indus, opposite
to Moultan. Some tribes of them are also found in Makran.
They are represented as a most savage and cruel race; and appear
to be very propér neighbours for the Mewatti. Their territory
is full of ravines, and of course difficult of accefs to invaders: it
has, however, undergone the fate of its neighbours, and been suc-
cefsively tributary to the Rohilla chief, Nidjib Dowlah; to the
_ Jats, and Nudjuff Cawn. Westward, it borders on the Seiks.
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The territory pofsefsed originally by Nidjib Dowlah, an Afghan
Rohilla (whom we have formerly noticed, as guardian to the young
emperor of Abdalla’s setting up, in 1761*) is, in part, in the
pofsefsion of his grandson Golam Cawdir; his son Zabeta Cawn
dying in the end of 1784, or beginning of 1785. This territory
occupies the head of the Dooab, or that part which borders on the
Sewalick mountains. It composed chiefly the circar of Sehaurun-
pour, in Acbar’s division of the empire; and does not exceed 100
B. miles in length, from east to west, by 75 in breadth. The ori-
ginal pofsefsions of Nidjib Dowlah comprehended also the country
of Sirhind, on the west of the Jumnah river; as well as the dis-
tricts round the city of Delhi: but the Seiks have not only en-
croached on the west, and pofsefsed that shore of the Jumnah, but
commit depredations in Sehaurunpour, and even to the banks of.
the Ganges. Sindia having also encroached on the south, it is
highly probable that this tract will not long form a distinct state or

- principality. '

The Seiks may be reckoned the most western nation of Hindoo-
stan; for the King of Candahar pofsefses but an inconsiderable ex-
tent of territory, on the east of the Indus. Their progrefs as a
nation has been slightly mentioned in pages 1xiv and Ixvi: and since
the complete downfall of the Mogul empire, they have acquired
very extensive domains. But their power ought not to be esti-
mated, in the exact proportion to the extent of their pofsefsions,
since they do not form one entire state ; but a number of small ones,
independent of each other, in their internal government, and only
connected by a federal union. They have extended their territories
on the south-east, that is, into the province of Delhi, very rapidly
-of late years ; and perhaps, the zemindars of that country may have
found it convenient to place themselves under the protection of the
Seiks, in order to avoid the more opprefsive government of their

* Nidjib Dowlah, who was an eléve of the famous Gazi o’dien Cawn, died in the year
1779 )
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former masters. Certain it is that the eastern boundary of the Seiks’
dominions, has been advanced to the banks of the Jumnah river,
above Delhi; and to the neighbourhood of that city: for we have
just observed, that the adjoining territory of Sehaurunpour, is sub-
ject to their depredations, if not actually tributary to them: and
that they make excursions to the very side of the Ganges. On
the south, they are bounded by the northern extreme of the sandy
desert of Registan ; and on the S W, their boundary meets that of
Sindy, or Tatta, at the city of Behker, or Bhakor, on the Indus.
On the west, the Indus is their general boundary, as high up as
the city of Attock; near to which begin the territories of the King
of Candahar: and their northern boundary is the chain of moun-
tains that lies towards Thibet, and Cashmere. This being the case,
they will be found to pofsefs the whole soubah or province of La-
hore, the principal part of Moultan, and the western part of Delhi:
the dimensions of which tract are about 400 B. miles from N W
to SE: and from 150 to 200 broad, in general: although in the
part between Attock and Behker (that is, along the Indus) the ex-
tent cannot be lefs than geo. Their capital city is Lahore. We
know but little concerning the state of their government and poli-
tics: but the former is represented as being mild. In their mode
of making war they are unquestionably savage and cruel. Their
army consists almost entirely of horse, of which they are said to be
able to bring at least 100,000 into the field. It is fortunate that
the Oude dominions have the Ganges for a barrier between them
and this army of plunderers. Abdalla was accustomed to pafs
through the country of the Seiks, during his visits to Delhi, as late as
the years 1760 and 1761: and indeed meditated the conquest of it:
but it is probable, that with the present strength of the Seiks, no-
king of Candahar will again attempt either the one or the other.
It was lately reported that the Seiks were in amity with Timur
Shah of Candahar, and meant to allow hisarmy a pafsage through
their territories. This, however, appears highly improbable:
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the progrefs of an Indian army, effecting nearly an equal degree
of desolation, whether it enters a country on terms of hostility, or
of amity.

Timur Shah (the succefsor of Ahmed Abdalla, late King of Can-
dahar, Korasan, &c. who died about the year 1773) pofsefses in
Hindoostan, nothing more than the country of Cashmere, and some
inconsiderable districts, contiguous.to the eastern bank of the In-
dus, above the city of Attock. We have spoken of the extent of
the kingdom of Candahar, in Sect. I1I. of the Memoir: and it may
be proper to add, in this place, that the founder of that kingdom,
the above-mentioned Ahmed Abdalla, was originally the prince, or
chief, of an Afghan tribe, named Abdal (whence the term Abdalli) ;
and that he was stripped of his country by Nadir Shah, and com-
pelled to join the Persian army, in 1789. On the death of Nadir,
he suddenly appeared among his former subjects, and in a short
time erected for himself a considerable kingdom in the eastern
part of Persia: adding to it, most of the Indian provinces ceded
by the Mogul to Nadir Shah. It has been afserted, that Abdalla
had arisen to a high command. in the Persian army: and that his
department, of course, occasioning a large sum of money to centre
with him; he, on the death of Nadir Shah, availed himself of the
use of these treasures, to carry off a part of the army. He estab-
lished his capital at Cabul, near the hither foot of the Indian
Caucasus: and it appears by the accounts of Mr. Forster, who
traversed the country of Timur Shah, in 1783, that-his subjects
live under an easy government: that is, for an Asiatic one. The
revenues and military force of Candahar, have not come to
my knowledge. The military establishment bas been given at
200,000 men. Ahmed Abdalla had regular infantry, cloathed
like the British Sepdys: and, at one time, made use of the Bri-
tish manufactures for that purpose: the trade went by Sindy, and
up the Indus, and its branches, to Cabul. This trade has long

been at an end.
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The province of Sindy, or that lying on both sides of the lower
part of the river Indus,* is subject to a Mahomedan prince, who
is tributary to the King of Candahar ; it being among the provinces
ceded to Nadir Shah, by Mahomed Shah, in 1739. Although it
properly belongs to Hindoostan, it is so detached from it, by the
great sandy desert, that it takes no part in its politics. This pro-
vince is described in Sect. III, to which the reader is referred.

The province of Cutch, on the S E side of Sindy, as well as the
western parts of the peninsula of Guzerat, are governed by rajahs
of their own: and do not appear to have undergone much change
by the late revolutions in Hindoostan. Cutch is not only a barren
country, but in its nature too strong to be easily attacked. And
the western part of Guzerat is mountainous and woody ; and in-
habited by a wild, hardy race: and therefore, on both accounts,
unfavourable to the progrefs of a Mahratta army.

The Mahrattas, as has been observed before, form two distinct
empires, or states; that of Poonah, or the western; and Berar, the
eastern. These states, collectively, occupy all the southern part
of Hindoostan proper; together with'a large proportion of the
Deccan. Malwa, Orifsa, Candeish, and Visiapour ; the principal
parts of Berar, Guzerat, and Agimere; and a small part of Dow-
latabad, Agra, and Allahabad, are comprized within their exten-

sive empire ; which extends from sea to sea, acrofs the widest part
* of the peninsula ; and from the confines of Agra northward, to the
Kistnah southward; forming a tract of about 1000 British miles
long, by 700 wide.

The western state is divided among a number of chiefs, or
princes, whose obedience to the paishwah, or head, is, like that of

* The celebrated Sir William Jones very ingeniously remarks, that ¢ it is usual with the
«¢ Asiatics to give the same name to the countries which lie on both sides of any considerable
« river.”” Thus the province of Sindy is divided by the Indus; Bengal by the Ganges; and
Pegu by the Irabatty. Egypt, in like manner, is divided by the Nile. Probably, the faci-
lity of accefs to either side, by means of a navigable river, and an occasional inundation,
subjected each of the divisions, formed by the course of the river, to the constant depreda-
tions of its opposite neighbour ; till necefsity produced a compromise, which ended in join-
ing them in one community.
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the German princes to the emperor, merely nominal at any time;
and, in some cases, an opposition of interests begets wars, not
only between the members of the empire themselves, but also be-
tween the members and the head. In fact, they are seldom con-
federated but on occasions that would unite the most discordant
states; that is, for their mutual defence: for few occasions of fo-
reign conquests, or plunder, are of magnitude enough to induce
them to unite their armies.

Was I inclined, I want ability, to particularize the pofsefsions
and situations of all the chiefs that compose this Mahratta state.
I shall therefore attempt only to mention the principal ones, com-
monly styled jaghiredars, or holders of jaghires:* their titles to
their pofsefsions, being nominally during theirdife time only; al-
though they have long since become hereditary. v

The paishwah, or nominal head of the western empire, resides
at Poonah, which is situated at the south-west extreme of the em-
pire, and about 100 miles from Bombay. There are three prin-
cipal jaghiredars on the north of Poonah; and two on the south:
the first are, Madajee Sindia, Tuckajee Holkar, and Futty Sing
Gwicuar; and the latter, Purseram Bow, and Rastah, who is
more commonly styled the Meritch #allab (or Meritch man) from
his having established his capital at that city,} previous to the
conquest of it, by Hyder Ally. Before I proceed to particularize
the different partners, or sharers, in the several provinces, it will

® Jaghire, means a grant of land from a sovereign to a subject, revokable at pleasure ; but
generally, or almost always, for a life rent. '

+ The exact geographical position of this important fortrefs and city, is not ascertained;
but it is with great reason supposed to be the same with Mirje, or Merdji, of Mandesloe’s
route, drawn by P. du Val: which is situated near the north bank of the Kistna river, about
70 road miles SW from Visiapour; and 130 from Poonah. It is also, most unquestionably,
the same place with Merrick; a place of consequence in Aurungzebe’s wars with Sambajee.
In the Select Committee’s reports, it is named indifferently, Merrick and Meritz. It may
be collected from those reports, and from Mr. Orme’s Historical Fragments, that this place
is situated on the north bank of the Kistnah; on the N W of Sanore-Bancapour, and on the
S W of Visiapour; and its distance from the former ought to be very considerable, for part
of the circars of Nourgal, Azimabad, and Raibaug, intervene, between those of Bancapour
and Meritz. And this is the case with Mirje oa the map, which is about 108 G. miles trom
Bancapour. There is also a fortrefs of great note in Aurungzebe’s, and Hyder Ally’s wars,
named Darwar.

*,* Since the first edition was printed, the communications made by Capt. Reynolds, of
the Bombay establishment, have enabled me to correct this, as well as other parts of the map.

re
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be necefsary to observe that the Mahratta dominions have in some
places, been portioned out among the different chiefs, after a me-
thod that appears the most confused and intricate imaginable.
For not only the purgunnabs, or grand divisions of provinces, are
divided, in some instances, among three different powers ; but even
the revenues of particular villages, are divided in like manner; and
in consequence, distinct officers are appointed for the purpose of
collecting the respective shares.*

The province or soubah of Malwa (to which this account par-
ticularly applies), one of the most extensive, and the most elevated
and highly diversified in Hindoostan, is divided among the paish-
wah, Sindia, and Holkar: as is also the small soubah of Candeish,
adjoining to it, om the south; and which contains the fine city of
Burhanpour, in the pofsefsion of Sindia.

The province of Agimere, has only in part been pofsefsed by the
Mahrattas, and that part is now entirely in Sindia’s hands. What
is here exprefsed, relates only to what may be termed Agimere
proper ; and not to the whole soubah of that name, according to
its geographical definition in the Ayin Acbaree; since the three
great-Rajpoot principalities, Oudipour, Joodpour, and Joinagur, as
well as Rantampour, are there included in it. These Rajpoot
principalities (of which more will be said hereafter) have long been
held tributary to the Mahrattas; and now by the ascendancy of
Sindia, and by virtue of his local situation, he converts the whole
of the tribute to his own use.

The largest, as well as the finest part of Guzerat, is divided be-
tween the paishwah, and Futty Sing Gwicuar (or Gwicker)’; the
latter holds his share chiefly in the northern part of it.

The provinces on the south of Poonah, are divided between the
paishwah, and the jaghiredars, Purseram Bow, and Rastah. So
little is known in Europe concerning the geography of this part

¢ It is probable that this irregular division arose from some accidental circumstances at
the time when the conquest was made; and which cannot now be traced: but as it has the
appearance of an expedient, calculated to check and restrain the power of the different jag-
hiredars, it is generally supposed to be the effect of policy and design. A.
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of the country, that the map of it is almost a blank. I am by
no means certain where to place the common boundary of the
Mabhratta and Tippoo’s countries, in this quarter.

The paishwah, or his representatives, pofsefs also many other
districts in the N'E, and east, parts of Malwa, &c. for the Poonah
territories, or those of his jaghiredars, close on the river Jumnah,
opposite to Calpy: and also extend along the northern bank of the
Nerbudda river, almost to its source ; encroaching also very deeply
on the SW side of Bundelcund ; according to its ancient limits. The
districts of Sagur, and Mundella, are situated in this quarter.
Thus it appears, that the territories subject to Poonah, are sepa-
rated, or rather insulated, in an extraordinary manner; and this.
circumstance alone, must influence the domestic as well as the fo-
reign politics of this state: .since any considerable jaghiredar may
easily withhold the government’s share of the revenues, and con-
vert it to his own use.

From what has been said, it will appear impofsible to discrimi-
nate the pofsefsions of the paishwah, any more than those of his
jaghiredars, on the map. All that can be done, is to mark the
body of each tract of land, in which the paishwah and the particu-
lar jaghiredars participate. It is understood that the paishwah
pofsefses a larger share in the western part of the Deccan, than
elsewhere. This tract is naturally very strong, particularly on
the west side towards the sea, where a stupendous wall of moun-
tains, called the Gauts, rises abruptly from the low country, called
the Concan (or Cockun), supporting, in the nature of a terrace,
a vast extent of fertile and populous plains, which are so much
elevated, as to render the air cool and pleasant (see Index, ar-
ticle Gauts). This elevated tract is continued not only through
the Mahratta territories, but extends through the peninsula, to
‘the southern extreme of Mysore; and is named Balla-Gaut,
throughout its whole extent; meaning literally, the bigher, or
upper Gauts: or perhaps more correctly the countries lying
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ABOVE or BELow the Gauts.* In the peninsula, it is applied
in contradistinction to Payen-Gaut, or the lower Gauts: but
in the Deccan, it appears to be used only as a proper name,
and not as a correlative: we having never heard of the Deccan,
Payen-Gaut.

Nor is it lefs difficult to ascertain the sum of the revenue of this
state, then to particularize the extent of the districts, from whence
it is collected. The most intelligent and best informed persons
that I have consulted on the occasion, will not venture to give an
opinion on it. One person (a native of India) has stated the re-
venue at 12 crores of rupees, or 12 millions sterling: and the net
receipts, jaghires deducted, at five crores. The same account
makes the military establishment in the field, to be 200,000 troops,
foot and horse ; besides an equal number in garrison. Another
account of the revenue, by an European gentleman, reckons %
crores for the net revenue. If the provinces pofsefsed by this state,
were to be rated in the same proportion as in the time of Aurung-
zebe, the net revenue would be about 8 crores of rupees, or 8 mil-
lions sterling.

Sindia is unquestionably the most powerful jaghiredar within
this state; and ought to be regarded as a sovereign prince. Since
the Mahratta peace (1783), he has extended his frontier from Mal-
wa towards the Jumnah; swallowing up most of the petty states
that  heretofore existed there: and in particular, that of Gohud,
including the celebrated fortrefs of Gwalior (see page 234 of the
Memoir). He has also carried his arms northward to Delhi, and
into the provinces of Mewat and Jyenagur; reducing many for-
trefses, and a considerable tract of country, which were heretofore
succefsively pofsefsed by the Jats, and Nudjuff Cawn. In fine, he
pofsefses the person of the nominal Great Mogul, and all that can

* Gaut, or Ghaut, signifies either a pafs through mountains, or a landing-place on the
bank of ariver. In the former sense, the term has been applied to the Peninsula which is
divided by ridges of mountains, abounding with pafses and defiles.
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be accomplished by virtue of his name. It would appear that Sin-
dia’s plans embrace too great a variety of objects at one and the
same time: for, not long ago, his troops were compelled to retire
from Bundelcund, in which they pofsefsed most of the open coun-
try, the fruits of a very recent conquest. He seems bent on ex-
tending his conquests on the north and west: but time alone can
discover whether he will succeed in establishing a permanent empire,
on that side. The revenue of his paternal, or original dominions,
in Malwa, &c. has been estimated at one crore of rupees per an-
num. It is difficult to ascertain what the value of his new acqui-
sitions are, in their present state: for those portions of Agra, Del-
hi, &c. which he holds, having been so long subject to the de-
predations of contending armies, little benefit can be derived from
them, at present.* Gohud, one of these acquisitions, is estimated
at 20 or go lacks per annum. Holkar is supposed to pofsefs 8o
lacks per annum, in his share of Malwa. Sindia’s capital city is
Ougein, near the ancient city of Mundu, the capital of the Chil-
ligi kings of Malwa: and Holkar’s capital is Indore, situated about
20 cofses south or S E of Ougein.

The Berar or Nagpour rajah, Moodajee Boonslah (or Bonsola)
pofsefses the principal part of Berar, together with the province of
Orifsa.+ The remainder of Berar is held by the Nizam, or Soubah
of the Deccan, who pays a chout, or fourth part of its clear reve-
nues to Moodajee. On the west and south, the Berar dominions
border on, or are intermixed with, those of the Nizam: onthe N W
and north, are the provinces of Bopal, Gurry-Mundella, &c. tri-
butaries of Poonah; together with the territories of Adjid Sing.
On the east, the Nagpour territories thrust themselves between the

® These territories have formerly yielded 3 or 4 crores per annum: but they are nowina
state of desolation, which it is impofsible to form any idea of, without having actually be-
held them. A. [This note is by a gentleman, who has been on the spot.] See also page
Ixxviii.

+ Orifsa, is nominally one of the British provinces, but we have observed in anether place,
that only a very small part of it is subject to the Bengal government.
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British pofsefsions in Bengal, and those in the northern circars, so
as to occupy near 180 miles of the country adjacent to the sea; and
of course, to break the continuity of their pofsefsions on the sea
coast. Moodajee’s dominions are very extensive, being in length
from east to west 550 British miles, and in some places 200 from
north to south. He does not pofsefs all this in full sovereignty ;
for Ruttunpour and Sumbulpour are little more than tributary,
and are governed by his brother Bembajee. We know lefs of the
interior parts of Berar, than of most other countries in Hindoostan ;
but, by what we do know, it does not appear to be either popu-
lous or rich. Nagpour is the present capital, and the residence of
Moodajee; and it is situated about midway between Bengal and
Bombay.

Cattack, or Cuttack, the capital of Orifsa, is a post of conse-
quence on the river Mahanuddy, as it lies in the only road between
Bengal and the northern circars ; and the pofsefsion of this city and
its dependencies, gives the Berar rajah more consequence in the
eyes of the Bengal government, than even his extensive domain,
and centrical position in Hindoostan.

Moodajee has been recognized (page 1xxxviii) as a descendant of
the original founder of the Mahratta empire, Sevajee. The sum of
his revenue is variously stated. Some have reckoned his part of Be-
rar, at 84 lacks of rupees, per annum; and Cattack at 24: while
others have allowed only 6o, for his whole revenue. If we take it
atthe highest calculation, 108 lacks, he ought not tobe considered ina
formidable light, by the British power. But placing the actual sum
of his income out of the question, his dominions are too widely ex-
tended, in proportion to their value, to form a powerful state. Cat-
tack is no lefs then 480 miles from the capital, Nagpour. It has
been well observed, that the ordinary cause of jealousy between
neighbouring states, is done away, in the case of Bengal a1d Bera,
by the nature of that part of the Berar dominions, which torders on
Bengal ; it being generally woody and uninhabited ; so that the
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virtual boundaries of the two countries are removed to a distance
from each other.

These are the principal of the countries reduced into the form of
governments, by the Mahratta chiefs: but so habituated are they
to rapine and plunder, that few of the neighbouring states, but
have, at one period or other, felt and acknowledged their power.
Bengal and Bahar, were, for a short time, subjected to a regular
tribute; and the Carnatic, Mysore, the Nizam's provinces, the
Dooab, Bundelcund, and the southern parts of Delhi, have been
frequently over-run. Their predatory excursions sometimes car-
ried them 1200 miles from their capital. But the lofs of the battle
of Panniput, in 1761, induced a degree of caution in their military
enterprizes: and from that period, their power appears to have
been on the decline. Shut out of Bengal, Oude, and the Carnatic,
by the British arms, and out of Mysore by Hyder's, their field of
action has been much circumscribed; and the late war with the
British power, discovered their weaknefs to all Hindoostan.

I am not sufficiently informed on the subject, to be able to par-
ticularize all the different provinces, or. districts, that are tributary
to the Mahratta states. Some have been already mentioned: and
among others, the Rajpoot principalities of the soubah of Agi-
mere ; and which, from their former importance and weight in the
internal politics of the Mogul empire, deserve particular notice.

In the early part of the present century, these states, collectively,
appeared so formidable to the suceefsor of Aurungzebe, that he was
constrained to leave them in quiet pofsefsion of their independency,
during the sedition of the Seiks, in Lahore (see page Ixiv). Vast
have been the changes since that time: for what the disciplined
armies of Aurungzebe and his sons could not accomplish, has been
effected by the Mahratta freebooters: so much easier is it to ruina
country, than to make a conquest of it. The history of the decline
of the Rajpoot principalities, is foreign to the present work: it is
sufficient to observe, that they are reduced to their present low state,

s
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merely by the depredations of Mahratta detachments; which being
composed of light horse, and accustomed to divide into innumerable
small parties ; they by their rapid and desultory movements, at once
spread desolation, and elude the attacks of the inhabitants. This
must be understood to relate only to the open parts of Rajpootana:
the mountainous parts being yet free from their incursions.

RajrooTaNa was divided into three great principalities, under
the names of Oudipour, Joodpour, and Ambeer (or Amere), now
better known by that of Joinagur, or Jyenagur. Oudipour was
also named Meywar, or Midwar ; and Joodpour, Marwar. In Ac-
bar’s division of the empire, these principalities were clafsed as be-
longing to the soubah of Agimere, which is sometimes called Mar-
war. It isnot an easy task, by means of the geographical matter
extant, to afsign the precise limits and dimensions of these princi-
palities; which occupy the space between the western confines of
Agra, and the N E part of Guzerat; and between the sandy de-
sert (or Registan) and Malwa: that is, an extent of ggo British miles
from N E to SW; and 200 broad, in the widest part. Their re-
lative situations, and comparative dimensions, may be seen in the
map ; where Jyenagur or Jyepour, will be found to lie to the north-
east ; Oudipour to the S W; and Joodpour to the NW, bordering,
angularly, on the other two. Pere Wendell’s MS. account of these
states, from whence I have extracted many of the above particulars,
states the revenues of Oudipour at 10 lacks of rupees, Marwar at
40, and Jyenagur at 40, per annum, in the year 1779.* The two
former are very mountainous, with a sandy soil in the valleys: the .
latter is the most fertile, and was, about the middle of this cen-
tury, in a highstate of improvement, under the government of the
celebrated Rajah Jyesing, or Jefsing ; who founded the new capital
of Jyepour, which has had the effect (not unusual in Hindoostan)

* The whole revenue of the soubah of Agimere, in the time of Acbar, appears to have
been only about 75 lacks. Aurungzebe is said to have doubled the land-tax on the Rajpoots:
and Agimere is accordingly stated in Mr. Fraser’s account, at 163 lacks of rupees.
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of changing the name of the province to that of the capital.
P. Wendell represents Jyepour as a place of great wealth and com-
merce in 1779, being the entrepot of the principal part of the goods
that are brought from every quarter of India. The rajah built an
observatory in his capital, and invited Pere Boudier to it, in 1734,
It is feared, that the confusions that have so long prevailed in this
province, must have greatly reduced the wealth and importance
of the capital. We have mentioned before, that Sindia receives
the tribute of all the three Rajpoot provinces, and converts it to
his own use: and that he had made some considerable conquests in
them, particularly in Jyenagur.

It is probable that in early times, the whole Rajpootana consti-
tuted one entire kingdom, or empire, under the Rana or Prince of
Oudipour, who-has in all times, since we had any knowledge of
his history, been considered as the head of the Rajpoot states. A
long established custom of homage to a temporal prince, from those
who do not acknowledge his superiority in any other way, seems
to prove the existence of real power in the hands of his ancestors.
In modern times the Rana of Oudipour seems to have been consi-
dered somewhat in the same light as the general of the Amphyc-
tions was in Greece. Cheitore was the ancient capital of the rana,
a place much celebrated for its strength, riches, and antiquity,
when it was taken and despoiled by Acbar, in 1567: Oudlpour is
the present capital.

The Rajpoots are not confined entirely to the tract abovemen-
tioned, or even to the soubah of Agimere: since some inferior
tribes of them are settled in Bundelcund, and in Gurry-Mundella.
Others, according to Thevenot, are settled in Moultan ; and indeed,
he represents Moultan as the original country of the Kuttries, from
whom the Rajpoots sprung (see Index, article Kuttries).

Of the countries of Nagore, Bickaneer, Jafselmere, and those
bordering on the lower part of the course of the river Puddar, and
on the sandy desert, we know little at present, except that they

se
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form a number of petty rajahships; and are understood to be
mostly inhabited by Rajpoots.

The Rajpoots are ordinarily divided into two tnbes or clafses;
those of RATHORE, and CHOHAN, or SEEsODYA. Marwar, or the
N W division of Agimere, is the proper country of the former;
and Meywar, or Oudipour, of the latter. The reader will be pleased
to observe, that Cheitore is also synonymous with Oudipour, or
Meywar. The Rathore tribe were originally the most numerous
of the two. It has often been afserted, and by the late Col. Dow,
among others, that the Mahratta chiefs had their origin from the
Rathore tribe: and to countenance this opinion, the etymology of
the name Mahratta, has been drawn from RATHORE ; prefixing to
it, Mana, or Great. We have seen, however, in page lxxix,
that the fact is very different, and it rests on the foundation of his-
toric records: the term Mahratta being derived from Marhat, or
Marheyt, the name of the province in which Sevajee first estab-
lished his independency: and this etymology appears to be per-
fectly natural. And by the same rule, Sevajee must have been of
the Seesodya tribe, as drawing his lineage from Oudipour; and
not of the Rathore tribe, as erroneously represented.

Of the five northern circars, Cicacole, Rajamundry, Ellore, and
Condapilly,* are in the pofsefsion of the English; and Guntoor is
in the hands of the Nizam. The four first occupy the sea coast
from the Chilka lake on the confines of Cattack, to the northern
bank of the Kistnah river ; forming, comparatively, a long, narrow
slip of country, gso miles long, and from 20 to 75 wide. The
nature of the country is such, as to be easily defensible against an
Indian enemy, it having a barrier of mountains and extensive fo-
rests on one side, and the sea on the other; the extremities only
being open. Its greatest defect is in point of relative situation to

# These circars, or provinces, were originally denominated frem their position in respect
to Madras, on which they depend: and the term nortbern circars, has at length been adopted
by the English in general.
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Bengal and Madras: it being g50 British miles from the first, and
250 from the latter ; so that the troops destined to protect it, can~
not be reckoned on, for any prefsing service that may arise at either
presidency. The circars, in point of strictnefs, appertain partly
to Golconda (or the Deccan), and partly to Orifsa; and are held
of the Nizam, on condition of paying him a stipulated quit rent.
When the French took pofsefsion of the five circars, in 1753, they
were valued at about 43 lacks of rupees per annum. The English
- never pofsefsed Guntoor, which was estimated at near » lacks of the
above sum: so that g6 lacks (§60,000l.) should be taken for the
true value of the English pofsefsions in the circars. In 1784, they
were reckoned to produce about that sum. Tt would appear that
the Nizam, by retaining Guntoor, has more than an equivalent
for the peshcush, or tribute, which is 5 lacks per annum. *

The pofsefsions of the Nizam, or Soubah of the Deccan (a
younger son of the famous Nizam-al-Muluck), comprize the pro-
vince of Golconda, that is, the ancient province of Tellingana, or
Tilling, situated between the lower parts of the courses of the
Kistnah and Godaveryrivers ; and the principal part of Dowlatabad ;
together with the western part of Berar, subject (as has been said
before) to a tribute of a chout, or fourth part of its net revenue, to
the Berar Mahratta. The Nizam has the paishwah, or Poonah Mah-
ratta on the west and north-west : the Berar Mahratta on the north ;
the northern circars on the east; and the Carnatic, and Hyder Ally
on the south. I am not perfectly clear in my idea of his western
boundary, which, during his wars with the Mahrattas, was subject
to continual fluctuation: but I understand generally that it extends
more than 4o miles beyond the city of Aurungabad, westwards;
and comes within 8o miles of the city of Poohah: and that on the
S W it goes considerably beyond the river Beemah, and to the bor-
ders of Sanore-Bancapour. His capital is Hydrabad, or Bagnagur,
situated on the Moufsi river, near the famous fortrefs of Golconda.

* Guntoor has since been ceded to the East-India Company.
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The districts of Adoni and Rachore, which were in the hands of
Bazalet Jung (brother to the Nizam) during his lifetime, are now
in the hands of the Nizam. The Sourapour, or Sollapour rajah,
on the west of the Beemah river, together with some other raja}is,
are his tributaries. o |

Probably the Nizam’s dominions, including his tributaries and
feudatories, are no lefs than 4go miles in length, from N'W to
SE; by goo.wide. Till he took pofsefsion of the Guntoor circar
in 1780, his dominions no where touched on the sea coast.

The Guntoor circar (called also Mortizanagur and Condavir)
occupies the space between Condapilly, the southmost of our four
circars, and the northern part of the Carnatic: extending along
the sea coast of the bay of Bengal, more than go miles. The pofses-
sion of this district to the English, would have been extremely eli-
gible, as well for the purpose of shutting out the French nation
from the Deccan, as to keep open a communication with the
northern circars, and to preserve the continuity of our pofses-
sions, and those of our allies. Although the maritime parts of
this circar are flat and open, yet the interior part of it contains
some very strong fortrefses, and posts. The Nizam took pofses-
sion of it on the death of his brother Bazalet Jung, and still
holds it (see the last page).

It has not been in my power to obtain, even a tolerably exact
account of the sum of the Nizam’s revenue; or of his military
establishment: the latter, however, is far from being respectable,
on the score of discipline. The former has been ever varying, and
generally diminishing; by reason of the encroachments of the
Poonah Mahrattas, and the Mysoreans: it is said to be reduced
so low as 130 lacks of rupees, annually. But besides this sum of
actual revenue, it must be taken into the account, that he has
depending on him, many jaghiredars, who hold their lands on the
tenure of military service.

The dominions of Mahomed Ally, Nabob of the Carnatic,
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and an ally of the East-India Company, commence on the south of
the Guntoor circar, and extend along the whole coast of Coroman-
del to Cape Comorin. It must be understood that I mean here to
include Tanjore, Marawar, Tritchinopoly, Madura, and Tinevelly ;
all being appendages of the Carnatic. Under this description, the
Carnatic is not lefs than 570 British miles in length from north to
south, but no where more than 120 wide, and commonly no more
than 75. Such a long, narrow, tract of country, bordered by an
active and powerful enemy, whose territories are, moreover, of a
compact form, and his force more readily collected, must always
be subject to have its distant provinces cut off from its afsistance:
or if it divides its force, for their separate defence, the safety of the .
whole will be endangered.

The Carnatic anciently comprized all that part of the peninsula
that lies south of the Gondegama and Toombuddra (or Tungeba-
dra) rivers, from the coast of Coromandel eastward, to the Gaut
mountains westward, and was divided into Balla-Gaut and Payen-
Gaut, or the upper and lower Gauts;* the former being the western
part, and containing the districts which now compose the country
of Tippoo; and the latter, the eastern part, or the Carnatic ac-
cording to its present definition.

The revenue of the nabob is stated at about a million and a half
sterling, per annum: out of which he pays a subsidy of 160,000l.
per annum, to the East-India Company, towards the expence of
their military establishment. The evils attendant on the improvi-
dent conduct of the nabob, were severely felt during the late war,
and ought to be cautiously guarded against in future. ‘

The British pofsefsions in the Carnatic are confined, chiefly, to
the tract called the Jaghire, which extends along the coast, about
108 B. miles, and 47 inland, in the widest part. Its revenue is
reckoned 150,000l. Besides the Jaghire, there are lands depen-

® Sce the term Gaut, explained in page cxxviii.
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dent on Cuddalore; but the amount is not considerable. The
whole amount of the land revenue dependent on Madras, includ-
ing the circars, has been stated, in page cxiv, at 725,000l per
annum.

The dominions of Tippoo Sultan, who styles himself Regent of
Mysore, begin on the west of the ridge of mountains beyond Dal-
macherry, Sautgud, and Attore; and extend southward to Travan-
" core and Madura ; northward to Soonda and Visiapour (enveloping
Adoni, the territory of the late Bazalet Jung) north-eastward to
Guntoor and Ongole ; and westward to the sea. They compre-
hend, generally, the provinces of Mysore, Bednore, Coimbettore,
Canara and Dindigul; besides his late father’s conquests to the
northward, which are Merritch, Soonda, Chitteldroog, Harponelly,
Sanore-Bancapour, Roydroog, Gooty, Condanore, Canoul, and
Cuddapah.

Tippoo’s present territory exceeds very considerably, both in ex-
tent and revenue, that of his rival, the Nabob of Arcot: but pro-
bably it will, for some time at least, require a prince of considerable
talents, to prevent a state, eomposed of such discordant parts, from
falling to pieces. A descendant of the Hindoo King of Mysore,
whom Hyder dethroned, is living; and kept a state prisoner at
Seringapatam, Tippoo’s capital. He is occasiomally shewn to the
populace: and the circumstanee of his being permitted to live, is a
strong proof how much the popular prejudices prevail in favour of
the family of their ancient kings. It was part of the plan of opera-
tions of the southern army, under Cplonel Fullarton, in 1783, to
march from Coimbettore to Seringapatam, in order to liberate this
prince, and encourage the people of Mysore to throw off their
allegiance from Tippoo: and it was the opinion of many sober per-
sons that it might have succeeded, if cireumstances had permitted
Col. Fullarton to undertake it. The general charaeter of Tippoo,
is that of a man of high ambition: with great abilities for war and-
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finance ; cruel, to an extreme degree; and obstinately attached to
his schemes. He is unquestionably the most powerful of all the
native princes of Hindoostan; but the utter detestation in which
he is held by his own subjects, renders it improbable that his reign
will be long. His dominions are very extensive ; and although the
imperfect state of the geography of the western part of the penin-
sula, does not permit me to mark their northern boundary, yet
it is pretty certain that it touches the river Kistnah, on the south
of the city of Visiapour: and therefore, the extent of Tippoo’s
territory, or kingdom, from the valley of Ootampaliam on the
south, to the Kistnah on the north {or rather NN W), cannot be
lefs than 550 British miles. In breadth it is very unequal: in the
widest place, that is, in the northern part of the peninsula, the
breadth is at least ggo miles: but lefs than 150 in the parallel of
Tritchinopoly ; and further southward, it ends in a point. In
page Xcvi, its area has been compared to that of Great Britain ;
which is taken at 96,400 square British miles: and the country of
Tippoo is supposed to contain 21 square degrees: which, in the
parallel of 14°, produce about 97,650 B. miles. By the peace of
1782, Hyder was to relinquish all, but his ancient pofsefsions: how
far his succefsor has fulfilled the terms of the treaty, I am not in-
formed: but the term, ancient pofse[sions, was too general, or ra-
ther too vague, to be understood in any particular sense.

The grofs revenue of Tippoo, has been stated at four crores of
rupees, or as many millions sterling. His military establishment
is very great; being no lefs than 72,800 regulars, including 740
Europeans, under the command of French officers: besides troops
in the frontier garrisons, to the amount of 49,000. The remain-
der of his force, consists of irregulars of various descriptions, and
amounts to 33,000, and upwards; so that the whole force of Tip-
Ppoo, is reckoned 155,000: of which, near 73,000 are of a clafs
much superior to any troops that have ever been raised and dis-

t
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ciplined by a native of India.* His desire of extending his king-
dom, will keep him at perpetual variance with the Poonah Mah-
rattas, or the Nizam, or both; as it is only on their side, that any
acquisitions can be made, without quarrelling with the English.
Hyder long meditated the conquest of the Travancore territory,
situated at the extreme of the peninsula ; but was prevented by the
English. Tippoo is said to have intentions of the same kind.
The reader may easily collect, from a cursory view of the map,
how hurtful to the interest of the Carnatic, such a revolution’
would prove: since it implies also the transfer of the Cochin ter-
ritories, and all the tract lying on the west of the Gauts.

¢ I have been favoured with the following particulars, relating to Tippoo Sultan’s mili-
tary establishment ; and which may be depended on.

REGULARS.
Cavalry - - - 27.4C0
Sepoy Infantry, Hmdoos and Mahomedans - 36,000
Topafses (or Hatmen), that is, the descendants of Portuguese and other
Europeans, Infantry - . - 7,300
Europeans, Cavalry - - 200
Foot - - 540
- — Tt Mo
Artillery Corps, consisting of Europeans, Topafses, &c. - - 1,390
_ 72,830
Guns attached to the battalions - 110
Garrisons on the frontiers. Horse - - 21,000
Foot - - 28,000
49,000
Irregulars, armed in various ways = 7,000
Quxiliaries from the Rajahs of Rydroog, Darwar, Harponelly, Sanore, &e.
Horse - - 13,300
‘Peons (Irregulars) 13,000
26,300
RecariTuLaTION, , *
Regulars - - - 72,830
Garrisons - - - 49,000
Irregulars - - - 7,00Q
Auxiliaries - - . 26,300

Total . 155,130

——————



CHroNoLoGICAL TABLE of EMPERORS, wbho bave reigned in
HiNDOOSTAN, since the GHizN1AN CONQUEST.

Guiznian Emperors.

Began his
Reign A. D.
* Mahmood 1. - - 1000
Mahomed 1. - -
Musaood 1. - - } 1028
Modood - - - 1041
i\\lﬁlsaomj IL. i ) } 1051
Reschid - . .
Feroch-Zaad - - } 1052
Ibrahim I. - - - 1056
Musaood II1. - - 1098
VArsilla - - - 1115
Byram 1. - - - 1118
ChuseroI. - - - 1152
Chusero I1. - - 1159

Gnorian, or Gaurian Emperor.

Mahomed II. or Mahomed
Ghori - - - 1184

Patan, or Areuan Emperors.
Cuttub - - -

1205
Eldoze - -
Aram - - - 1210
Altumsh or Iltumsh -
Ferose I. - - - 1235
Sultana Rizia, Empress 1236
Byram II. - - - 1239
Musaood IV. - - 1242
Mahmood II. - 1245
Balin - . - - 1265
Keikobad - - 1286
Ferose II. - - - 1289
Alla I. - - - 1295
Omar - - - 1316
Mubarick I. - - 1317
Tuglick - - - 1321
Mahomed III. - - . 1325
Ferose 111. - - 1351

Tuglick II. - 1388

* He began his reign in Ghizni, A. D. g77.

B hi

Reign A. D,
Mahomed 1V, - -
Abu-Bicker - - } 1389
tMahmood ITI. - - 1393

Dynasty of the Seips.
Chizer - - 1414
Mubarick I1. - - 1421
Mahomed V. - - 1433
Alla II. - - 1447
Dynasty of Lobp1.

Beloli - - - 1450
Secunder 1. - - 1488
Ibrahim II. - - 1516

Mogut, or MuncuL Emperors.

Baber - - 1525
Humaioon - - 1530

Second PaTan Dynasty.

Shere - - 1542
Selim - - - 1545
Mahomed VI. -

Ibrahim III. - } 1852

MocuL Dynasty restored.

Humaioon - 1554
Acbar - - - 1555
gchanguire - - - 1603
hah Jehan - - 1628
Aurungzebe, or Allumguire I. 1659
Bahader Shah - - 1707
1!‘ehaunder Shah - - 1712
eroksere - - 1713
Ruffieh-ul-Dirjat -
Ruffchul Dowlah - } 1717
tMahomed Shah - - 1718
Ahmed Shah - - 1748
Allumguire II. - - 1753
Shah Aulum - - 1760

+ Tamerlane’s invasion happened in this reign ;

t And Nadir Shah’s in this.
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MEMOIR

OF A

MAP OF HINDOOSTAN, &e.

So great an extent of country is contained in this map, and the
quality of the materials is so various in different parts, that it
became necefsary, in order to prevent confusion, to divide the ac-
count of its construction into separate sections, agreeable to the na-
tural division of the country ; and, in some measure, to the nature
of the materials. It is accordingly divided into seven sections.

The first contains the sea coasts and islands.

The second, the surveyed tract on the side of Bengal; or that
occupied by the Ganges and its principal branches, as far west as
the city of Agra.

The third, the tract occupied by the Indus and its branches.

The fourth contains the tract between the Kistnah river and the
countries traversed by the Ganges and Indus; that is to say, the
middle parts of India.

The fifth contains the peninsula south of the Kistnah.

The sixth, the countries situated between Hindoostan and China;
namely, Thibet, Bootan, Afsam, Pegu, Aracan, Ava, and part of
Siam: and

The seventh, and last, contains Tables of distances between
the principal cities, &c.

But, before I proceed to the particulars of the construction of the
map, it will be necefsary to explain the itinerary measure adopted

Be
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in places where no surveys have been tzken. The usual measure of
this kind in Hindoostan, is the cofs, of which the standard has va-
ried considerably at different times, owing to the caprice of cer-
tain emperors: but, it would appear, that those new standards
never existed long enough to obtain an establishment in'the public
mind ; which never lost the idea of the dncierit standard.

Acbar was the first who made a great innovation in the standard
of the cofs. He directed it to be taken at 5000 guz, equal to 4757
yards; that is, about 2 British miles and 5 furlongs. And Shah
Jehan, about half a century afterwards, increased the standard one-
twentieth part, making the cofs more than 2 miles and 6 furlongs.*
But since the time of Aurungzebe, the ancient, or common cofs,
has resumed its place, and those of Acbar and Shah Jehan are only
heard of in the histories of the times when they were in use.

It may reasonably be expected, that in a country of half the ex-
tent of Europe, the estimated length of the itinerary measures, al-
though of the same denomination, must vary in different parts of it.
It is no more than what happens in different provinces of the same
kingdom, in Europe. But as far as we have any data for making
a just comparison, the cofs does not vary so much as one-sixth part
over the whole country ; and between the northern and southern
extreme of India (that is, in an extent of about 1700 miles), the
difference is not more than one-sixteenth part. The miles vary
much more in their proportions, in the different parts of Europe.

Taking the medium of the cofs throughout Hindoostan, and the
Deccan, there will be about 40 of them to a degree of a great cir-
cle on the globe: that is, each cofs is about a geographical mile
and half. But this is to be understood of horizontal measure ; in
which the windings and inflections of the roads are allowed: for the
estimated routes could not be applied to geographical purposes, by
any other rule. The cofs, in road measure, is about one statute
mile and nine-tenths; or at the rate of 1go British miles to 100

® Captain Kirkpatrick’s MSS. of which much more will be said hereafter.
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¢ofses; one part in seven, being allowed for winding, when the
line of distance is extensive. Or, seven miles of road measure,
are allowed to produce six miles horizontally, or in a direct
line. '

In Malwa and its neighbourhood, the cofses are larger than any
where else, and are about 1,7 geographical miles, or g5 to a de-
gree. And on the road from Baglana to Masulipatam, they are so
short, that 46 are required to make a degree. But having only one
example for the latter proportion, I shall found no rule on it. The
proportions that I have adopted for Hindoostan, Malwa, and the
Carnatic, from a great number of examples, are respectively 1,43;
1,71; and 1,6 of geographical miles to a horizontal cofs; or 32,
85, and g7% to a degree of a great circle. The cofs of Hindoostan
proper, is therefore shorter than any other, and prevails throughout
the greatest extent of country. There is again in Nagpour (the an-
cient Goondwaneh) a Goondy cofs, which by the medium of all the
accounts I could get, is about 2,76 geographical miles, reduced to
horizontal distance; or 21,9, or 22 toadegree. This measure ap-
pears to be in use by the natives, throughout Mundilla and Boggil-
cund, as well as in Nagpour ; and sometimes occasions great confu-
sion in the reports of the cofsids, or couriers: however, they have
a computation of Hindoostanny cofses also, in the same country;
and the proportions agree in general remarkably well with that
scale, between the Bengal Provinces and Aurungabad; and be-
tween Mundilla and Hydrabad.

Having mentioned the windings of the roads, it may not be im-
proper to give the result of my inquiries on this head, for the be-~
nefit of those who may have itineraries, kept in estimated distances,
to work up. One in seven is allowed as above: and is what will
be found to take place in large distances, in such countries as are
intersected by deep rivers, or watercourses; or in such as have no
artificial roads; and where those on the natural level, have obstacles
to surmount. The degree of winding of roads, in different coun-
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tries, is, (ceteris paribus) according to the state of improvement
in which the roads are. In India, the roadsare at best, little bet-
ter than paths, and whenever deep rivers (which in that country
are frequent, and without bridges), mrafses, chains of mountains,
or other obstacles, oppose themselves to the line of direction of the
road, it is carried round, so as to effect the easiest pafsage; and for
this reason the roads there, have a degree of crookednefs, much be-
yond what we meet with in European countries, where bridges are
laid over every considerable watercourse, and where hills are either
levelled, or reduced to a convenient degree of acclivity; and after
all, expences saved in many cases, by the difference of labour be-
tween the smoothing of the direct road, and the forming of a road
on the natural level. But the proportions, must, of course, vary with
circumstances ; and may be only one in ten, in a dry, open, country,
and one that has a tolerably even surface: but this happens too
rarely to found any general rule on. As the line of distance in-
creases, a greater degree of winding will take place; or, a short
distance will always be on a straighter line than a long one; for in
countries where the management of the roads is not arrived at a
high degree of perfection, the road through a kingdom will be
made up of portions, consisting of the particular roads leading from
one city, or principal town, to another, although they may not lie
in the general line of direction; and then there will be a general
winding, added to the particular one; and the above proportion of
1 in 7%, is applied to this compound winding. And, added to this,
in very long distances, some natural obstacle, will, very probably,
oppose itself: an arm of the sea; ariver of difficult pafsage; a
morafs; or an impafsable ridge of mountains; and change totally
the direction of the road: whilst the parts, on each side of the ob-
stacle, might have but an ordinary degree of winding: and it is
seldom, but that one ar other of these, occurs in the space of 150
or 200 miles. Probably 1 in 8 may be a pretty just general pro-
portion for distances of about 100 miles; that is, 8 miles by the
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road, will be seven direct ; or what is commonly termed bird-flight :
and where the extent is from 200 to goo miles, 1 in #.

Measured distances in Hindoostan, do not often occur, where,
at the same time, the true horizontal distance is given, except in
Bengal: and that is a country too full of deep rivers, lakes, and
morafses, to serve as a general standard. In the Carnatic, a drier
country, the medium of winding, in distances of about 100 miles,
is1ing. In England, asfar as we can trust the maps (which may
be done, where the distance consists chiefly of difference of latitude ),
1 in 11 is the proportion, in distances of about 100 miles; and in
very great distances, such as Edinburgh, 1 in 7.

It may happen that the direct route may lie througha desert or an
ill-governed country ; in which case, travellers will avoid the way,
in which famine, or robbery, threatens them ; and by these means
- be carried out of the true line of direction: but it is obvious that
no rule can be given for such cases. Upon the whole, the degree
of winding, as far as depends on natural causes, must be estimated
by the compound ratio of the length of the line of distance, and
of the nature of the country, as to evennefs, drynefs, and opennefs.
And of course, some local knowledge of it will be required, in or-
der to correct the distances in a just degree.*

M. D’Anville concludes his inquiry + into the length of the cofs,
‘by determining the number in a degree, on a medium, to be g7;
but it must be observed, that he had no measured lines with which
he could compare his estimated distances. On the other hand, in
the respective distances of Candahar, Cabul, and Attock, as de-
scribed by him, each degree contains 47 of Tavernier’s cofses.

® Those who wish for a general rule for changing horizontal distance into road distance, in
their common references to maps, in general, may break the line of distance (if very long), in-
to portions of not more than 100 or 150 miles; and then add to the whole sum of the distances,
so obtained, one eighth part. These portions should be contrived, so as severally to include the
spaces, between the points, that diverge most from the general line of direction of the whole

road. By this means, the errors arising from the compound winding, will be avoided,
+ Eclaircifsemens, p. 14.
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SECTION L

The SEA COASTS and 1SLANDS.

Cavcurra is the point I shall set out from, as well from its be-
ing determined by several observations of longitude and latitude,
as from its having a measured line of considerable extent stretch-
ing from it, both to the east and west. I shall first pursue the
route westward to the mouth of the Indus; and then return to Ba-
lasore, and go eastward to the entrance of the strait of Malacca.
Calcutta, the capital of the British pofsefsions in India, as being
the residence of the General Council, has its citadel placed in lati-
tude 22° g4’ north; and in longitude, by a mean of the observa-
tions of four different gentlemen, 88 28’ east from Greenwich.*
Balasore, situated about 101 geographical miles 4 from Calcutta,
is the extreme point of the Bengal survey on the S W; or on the
quarter towards Madras. Colonel Pearse’s return from the Carna-
tic, after the termination of the late war, afforded an opportunity of
extending a measured line from Madras to Balasore, which had long
been a desideratum ; as the exact positions of the intermediate sta-
tions of Masulipatam, Visagapatam, Ganjam, and Cattack, points
on which many others eventually depended, were wanted: and
although there might-be no great reason to suppose that Masuli-
* All the latitudes mentioned in this work, being north of the Equator, and all the loﬁgi-
tudes east of the meridian of Greenwich, I shall in future mention only the terms latitude
and longitude, leaving the species of each, to be understood.
+ I have made use of Geographic miles, or those of 6o to a degree, in the account of the

construction of the map; and of British statute miles in giving the comparative extent of
countries. ‘They are distinguished by G. miles, and B. miles.
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patam and Visagapatam were much out of place in the former map,
yet Ganjam and Cattack were doubtful. Col. Pearse’s industry and
attention have amply supplied what was wanting, within this line.
He directed the whole to be measured with a perambulator ; and
corrected each day’s work, or at least, every considerable interval,
by observations of the latitude ; and the general course being little
more than g points from the meridian, the differences of latitude,
were applicable to the correction of the distance through each par-
ticular interval: and for a check on the whole, we had already in
our pofsefsion, observations of longitude repeatedly taken at Cal-
cutta and Madras. The whole extent of Col. Pearse’s measured
line, in road distance, was near goo British miles; a work of no
small labour.

The longitude of Fort William, the citadel of Calcutta, as above-
said, taken at 88° 2%’ 45",* from the mean of 4 observers; and
that of Madras 80° 24/ 40”,4 from the mean of g observers, gives
a difference of meridians of 8 degrees, g minutes. It remains then,
to compare with this, the difference of longitude found by Col..
Pearse’s measured route, as communicated by Lieut. Colebrooke,
in the map drawn by him, and sent to the East-India House.

Balasore, by the survey, is 1° 26’ 30" west of Fort William, and
must therefore be in 87° 1/ go”. Col. Pearse reckons it 1’ 15" more
westerly ; but I adhere to the survey. From Balasore to Ganjam
in lat. 19° 22, Col. Pearse reckons g5 miles of westing, or 1° 41’ 26"
difference of longitude ; which brings Ganjam in lon. 85° 20 4.1
And from Ganjam to Madras he made 5° ¢’ 18" west: whence the

® Hon. Thomas Howe §§° 3 g’
Rev. Mr. Smith - - - 2
Mr. Magee - - - - 88 zg }Man 88%27' 45"
Capt. Ritchie - - - 88 2 .

To which may be added the French observation at Ghyretty, which place is 1’ east from
Calcutta - - - - 88 29

+ Mr.Howe - - - 8° 29
Mr. Dalrymple - - - 8o 24 }Mean 80° 24’ 40"
Mr. Topping - - 8o 21

1 Mr.Mears’s observation was 85° 17 by @ and », 1770.
C ;
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longitude of Madras would be 80° 17’ 44/": Here is found an ex-
cefs of about 7 minutes difference of longitude; the measurement
giving so much more than the observations. But in examining
the map abovementioned, it appears that the difference of latitude
between Ganjam and Madras by account, exceeded that by obser-
vation 8 go”; and if this is to be imputed to excefs of distance
(which is highly probable) an excefs of longitude must also have
taken place; and this error will amount to about 6’ 48" ; or nearly
the difference in question. This trifling error of 7 minutes in a
difference of meridians of 6 degrees and a half, to whatever it may
be owing ; whether to overmeasurement by the wheel ; variation
of the compafs; defects in the instruments; or errors in the obser-
vations of longitude ; or partly to all these causes; is very imma-
terial to general geography. The result shews, that we may con-
sider the difference of meridians between the two places, as deter-
mined near enough for the purposes of navigation, or general
geography.

I must not omit to mention that Capt. John Ritchie, by direction
of the Bengal Government, in 1770 and 1771, took the bearings
and distances in a general way, from Madras to Balasore ; and his
result came within one minute of the longitude by observation.
But some of his intervals were not well proportioned. His position
of Masulipatam, indeed came out only 1’ to the east of Col. Pearse’s;
but Visagapatam was 7', and Ganjam 22’ more westerly.

Although Col. Pearse’s route serves to fix most of the principal
places on or near the coast, yet oftentimes it deviated considerably,

and for a length of space, from the coast ; as between Balasore and

Jagarnaut ; and between Visagapatam and Ongole. These blanks
are supplied from the materials of Capt. Ritchie, Major Stevens,
Col. Polier, Mr. Cotsford, and others.

First, from Balasore, to Point Palmiras. This was done by
Capt. Ritchie, by a series of triangles, formed by three surveying
vefsels; and corrected by observations of latitude. The result,

- e TR
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placed Point Pglmiras, directly south of Balasore: that is in lon.
87° 1’ go”; lat. 20° 44/. From Point Palmiras to Jagarnaut Pa-
goda, the coast was traced in a more cursory manner ; and accord-
ingly, the bearing and distance between Balasore and Jagarnaut is
very differently given by Col. Pearse and Capt.Ritchie: the account
of the former being only 54/ go” difference of longitude ; and that of
thelatter, 1°16’. This very considerable difference is too striking,
not to be particularly noticed ; and requires that some observations
should be made with time-keepers, to ascertain the relative posi-
tions of Jagarnaut, Point Palmiras, and Balasore. Wherever the
mistake may lie, it is of great importance to have it rectified: for
if Col. Pearse’s bearing be true (and there appears no reason to
doubt it) there must be a very considerable error in the course be-
tween Jagarnaut, and Balasore road, in Capt. Ritchie’s chart.
(See the Index, under Orifsa.) -

The longitude of Cattack is scarcely altered from what it was in
the former map of India; where it was placed on the authority of
Capt. Campbell, in lon. 86°. It is now in 86° 1’ go”; and its lati-
tude stands as before.

From Jagarnaut to Ganjam, the particulars of the coast, are from
Col. Pearse’s map, collated with those of Ritchie’s and Campbell’s.
From Ganjam to Poondy, is taken from the map of the Itchapour
district ; and Col. Pearse’s route on it, which may be traced from
Ganjam to Bindi (near Poondy) furnishes the means of correcting
the compafs of that map, which was faulty in a very considerable
degree. Bindi serves as a connecting point for the two maps; as
Nauparah or Nowparah, a little farther to the S W, does for
Pearse’s, and Cridland’s map of the Tickley district. The coast
between Poondy and Bimlepatam is sketched from Lieut. Crid-
land’s map, from Col. Polier’s journal, and other MSS. From Bim-
lepatam to Visagapatam is from Col. Pearse; and from thence to
Coringa from a MS. map, compiled during Col. Forde’s expedition
to Masulipatam, in 1759 ; collated with Capt. Ritchie’s map.

Cs
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As there have been some observations taken at Visagapatam to
ascertain the longitude, it is proper to take notice of them, and to
compare the result with the longitude deduced from Calcutta and
Ganjam, by Col. Pearse’s line. This gives 107,1 miles of westing,
or 1° 52’ 54/ difference of longitude, from Ganjam to Visagapatam ;

- from which if we deduct the proportion of the error in the distance
(see page 10) the true difference of longitude will be 1° 50’ 39”;
which taken from 85° 20’ 4/, the longitude of Ganjam, leaves
83° 29’ 25" for that of Visagapatam. But Col. Pearse’s observa-
tion was 84° 23’ 30 and Mr. Rufsel’s 83° 21’ go”. Its latitude is
17° 42'.

From Coringa to Masulipatam, the figure of the coast is from
Major Stevens, as Col. Pearse’s route goes far inland, by way of
Rajamundry, Ellore, &c. and ‘does not again approach the coast
near enough to determine its position, till it comes to Vantipollam,
near Ongole. These maps of Major Stevens’s and of Col. Pearse’s
join, at these points, viz. Siccacollum, on the bank of the Kistnah ;
atRajamundry ; and atSamulcota. And they differ very considerably
in the extent between Siccacollum and Samulcota ; Major Stevens’s
giving 63 miles lefs than the other ; but, I believe, Major Stevens’s
distance was measured, only in that part which lies between Sic-
cacollum and Narsapour.

Masulipatam has its position very satisfactorily determined, by
Major Stevens's measurement from Siccacollum, a place in Col.
Pearse’s map. It is 17,4 G. miles east; and g,g south of it; and
comes out 48 of longitude, east of Madras, or corrected (see again
page 10) 47'; its longitude being 81° 12’; lat. 16°8’ go".

From Masulipatam to Madras, the figure of the coast, is gene-
rally from Capt. Ritchie, corrected in certain points by the land
survey of Col. Pearse. For as the latter came close to the coast
at Vantipollam, Carwaree, and Rameeapatam, it appeared that
Capt. Ritchie’s chart required correction in the great bay between
the latter place and Point Divy. I found it necefsary also to reduce
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the point at the mouth of the Pennar river, and make it lefs pro-
minent ; as the distance from Nellore to the nearest sea coast, would
otherwise have been much too great.* Indeed, it was not expected
that by sailing along a flat coast, nearly straight, without land-
marks, every small bending of the coast could be ascertained.

It is proper to remark, that the whole difference of longitude
between Calcutta and Madras, in M. D’Anville’s and D’Apres’
maps, comes within a few miles of the truth, as they were in pos-
sefsion of the observations taken at Ghyretty and Pondicherry: but
their maps are exceedingly faulty in the detail.

The longitude of Madras, or Fort St. George, as was said before,
(page 9) is taken at 8c° 25': and its latitude is 13° 5. Pondi-
cherry, by a series of triangles obtained by means of the Jaghire
map, Wandiwash Hill, Permacoil, the Red Hills, and the difference
of latitude, I make to be 25’ of longitude, west of Madras; so that
Pondicherry will be in 80° just. The mean of the different ob-
servations taken there, is 79° 55’ 40”4 Mr. Pringle, who mea-
sured the routes of Sir Eyre Coote’s army, during the late war,
makes the difference of meridians the same as I do, to a fraction.
Its latitude is 11° 56",

Cuddalore, in lat. 11° 41" and lon. %79° 45" 45", is the most
southern point, determined by Mr. Pringle’s measured routes: but
the same gentleman furnishes us with the bearing of Portonovo
from that place; which, with its latitude 11° go’, allows us to place
it, almost to a certainty, in lon. 79° 58’ go".

The position of Chillambrum Pagoda, in respect of Portonovo,
although so conspicuous an object to the sight, is variously repre-
sented. By the mean of what appeared to me to be the best au-
thorities, I have placed it south-west 74 G. miles. from Porto-

® ] have allowed Point Pennar to be 16 G. miles to the east of Nellore: most of the MS..

maps make it less.
+ Con.de Temps. - -  79° 5%
Gentil - - - =79 53 }Mean 799 55 40"..
Topping - - -~ 79 57
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novo. Mr. Barker determined its position with respect to Devi=
cotta, by a measured base, to be W 16° 45' N 8 G. miles; which
added to the former line from Portonovo, gives 79° 55’ for the lon-
gitude of Devicotta. Its latitude appears to be 11° 1. Most
mapsallow a much greater distance between Portonovo and Devi-
cotta, than what arises from the above construction; which is g
G. miles on a SS E bearing : and the foundation of the error ap-
pears to me to be the giving the bearing of Devicotta from Chil-
lambrum, too great a degree a southing.

From Devicotta, southward to Negapatam, my authorities are
. some MS. maps; among which, is one, drawn by M. D’Anville,
containing the principal positions between Madras and Tanjore ;
and seems intended for the basis of a map of the south Carnatic.

Had M. D’Anville’s differed from the others, I should have been
inclined to give the preference to the result of his investigations ;
but it happens that all the different maps I have consulted, differ so
little among themselves, that none make the difference of longitude
between Devicotta and Negapatam more than 1’ 45”’; and the mean
of the whole is 1’ 15" east ; so that Negapatam may be taken at
79° 56’ 85" lon. ; and latitude 10° 46'. A

Thus Negapatam appears to be g’ 25" west of Pondlcherry, or
28’ 25" from Madras; and whatever error there may be, must arise
chiefly between Devicotta and Negapatam. If there be any, the
different geographers and map-makers have all fallen into the same
kind of error. Iobserve that the different maps made of late years,
in India, have considered Negapatam as being in lon. 7g° 53’ to
#9° 54/. I know not whence the idea is taken; but, whether
founded or not, it differs but little from mine.

Negapatam is the southmost point, on the eastern side of the
peninsula, whose position can be reckoned tolerably exact ; unlefs
we except Point Calymere, whose bearing being pretty well
known from Negapatam, and its latitude determined with pre-
cision; may be considered as being nearly as well ascertained as
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Negapatam, on which it depends. Its latitude is 10°'20’; and
longitude 79° 54/ g0”.

No connected measured line that can be depended on, has yet
been carried acrofs the peninsula ; Col. Fullarton’s marches, mea-’
sured by Col. Kelly, extending only to Palicaudcherry; that is, not
within 50 G. miles of the coast of Malabar: and those extended
southward, through Madura and Tinevelly, ending at Cape Como-
rin. Fortunately, however, we have a series of longitudes by a
time-keeper, deduced from Bombay, by Capt. Huddart, and ex-
tended at intervals, along the whole coast, to Anjenga; of which,
more will be said hereafter.

Col. Fullarton’s march into the southern countries of the Carna-
tic, gave an opportunity of measuring the distances, and ascertain-
ing the relative positions of Tanjore, Tritchinopoly, Madura, Co-
imbettore, Palicaudcherry, &c. in respect of Negapatam, where the
march commenced. The plan of these marches communicated to
me from the East-India House, bears the name of Col. Kelly; and
is declared to be actually measured, through the points above-
mentioned. Wehave to regret that the same attention was not be-
stowed in the march from Calicut to Palicaudcherry ; the intended
point of junction of the Bombay detachment, with that of Col.
~ Fullarton: for, in that case, the exact width of the peninsula, had
been no longer a matter of inquiry. ‘

Tritchinopoly comes out, by the above map, of Col. Kelly’s, to
be 1° 10’ of longitude west from Negapatam; which taken from
75° 56' 85", leaves 78° 46’ 35" for the longitude of Tritchinopoly .*
The latitude is 10° 49.’

Madura, by the same authority, is g4/ difference of longitude west
from Tritchinopoly ; that is, in lon. 78° 12’ g5”. Here it must be
noted, that great discordance arises between the different accounts

® A map, drawn by Baron Wersebe (of the Hanoverian corps) accords in this particular,

and indeed, in every other material one, with that of Col. Kelly: but I have no knowledge
how Baron W. procured his materials.
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of the bearing and distance between Tritchinopoly and Madura, as
given by Kelly, Montresor, and others. The two former differ
1,6 G. miles only in distance; but Col. Kelly's bearing, gives 12,3
G. miles, more of westing, than Montresor’s. And a third map,
communicated by Mr. John: Sulivan, has the same bearing with
Kelly’s, but exceeds it, 3,7 G. miles, in distance ; thereby, increas-
ing the westing 1,3 G. miles; and of course, exceeding Montre-
sor’s 18,6 G. miles, or 14’ 15" of longitude.

The latitude of Madura, I have not yet learnt. Sir John Call’s

map places it in g° 52’ go”; and Col. Kelly’s difference of latitude
~ from Tritchinopoly, 58’ 12", gives g° 55' 48".

The authority for the remainder of this line, through Palamcotta
(or Tinevelly) to Poolytopﬁ on the sea coast, westward of Cape
Comorin, is from the map of Madura and Tinevelly, made under
thedirection of Sir. J. Call (then Chief Engineer at Madras) and from
Mr. Pringle’s road distances ; together with the latitudes of Palam-
cotta and Poolytopu. First, I find in Sir J. Call's map, 1° g9’ go”
difference of latitude S between Madura and Palamcotta ; and 18’
of longitude, west. This would place the latter in 8° 43’ (Mr.
Pringle informs us, that its latitude is 8° 44/) and in lon. 77° 54 35".
Then, from Palamcotta to Cotate or Cotaur, on the west of the
Gauts, Sir J. Call’s map gives 29’ 12" difference of latitude S; and
22’ difference of longitude west ; to which, if we add the deduction
from Mr. Pringle’s measured distance to Poolytopu, 5' go” differ-
ence of latitude S; and 6’ difference of longitude west ;* the whole
difference of latitude will be g4/ 42" S, and difference of longitude
28 west ; giving for the position of Poolytopu, lat. 829’ 18”; lon.
77° 26’ 35"

Poolytopu village appears to be situated onthe sea coast, EN E
4 G. miles from Cadiapatam Point ; which point, by Mr. Howe,

® The bearing between Cotate and Poolytopu, is inferred from some MS. maps of no great
authority, to beabout SWiW. The whole distance being only 8 G. miles, the diﬂ’erepce of
longitude would be but little affected, by any error that might reasonably be expected in the
bearing.
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is reckoned in lat. 8° 7'; and Poolytopu being about 1’ go” to the
N of it, should be in 8° 8’ go”, according very nearly with the
above calculation. It must, I think, be acknowledged, that there
is nothing in this deduction, that appears forced. Poolytopu, by
the best account I can get (a French MS. map in Mr. Dalrymple’s
collection), is 16’ of longitude west of Cape Comorin; which Cape,
by this account will be in lon. 77° 42’ g5".

We have some further light thrown on this subject by the mea-
surement of the road, by Mr. Pringle, from Tanjore to Poolytopu.
His whole road distance is 2514 B. miles; and allowing 1 in g*
for the winding of the road, the horizontal distance will be 2231 B.
miles, or 193 G. miles; which, on the same bearing as the above
deduction is founded on (S gg° 40’ W), gives difference of latitude
2° 41’ 18”; and westing 107,4: or difference of longitude 1° 49"
As Tanjore is in 10° 46’ go”, the latitude of Poolytopu comes out
8¢ 5’ 12", and its lon. 77° 28’ 15" (the longitude of Tanjore, by
Col. Kelly’s measurement, being 79° 12’ 15", deduced from Nega-
patam) and 16’ added to it, gives for the longitude of Cape Como-
rin 77° 39’ 15", or g’ 20" to the west of the first calculation.

Again, if the proportion of 1 in 8 be adopted for the winding of
the road (a more common one), it produces 1go G. miles 4 of
distance; and the latitude of Poolytopu will be 8° 8; and its lon.
77° 20’ 50" ; and that of Cape Comorin 77° 36" 50".

This is all the satisfaction that I have been able to obtain, con-
cerning the longitude of Cape Comorin, as deduced from the east-
ern side of the peninsula. Something depends on the truth of the
afsumption, respecting the position of Negapatam; and still more

* The road from Madras to Tritchinopely

had a winding of - - 1in 9
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